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SALUTE TO
VETERANS

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Quilters at recent quilting day are (from left) Sarah Boelte, Margaret Link, Lois Harris, Ruby Hackney, Maggie Hood, Ellie Harris, Nikol Hood, Marilyn Humbert, Carol Crawley,
Phyllis Jones, and Meri Drake (Not pictured is Mary Sigman). The women meet monthly to create the quilts for the veterans.

LABOR OF LOVE
Appreciation Quilters group honors veterans one stitch at a time
chaplain in the military, and
he had met a man, a doubleamputee, who had received a
riday is Veterans Day, a quilt as a “thank you” for his
day to honor those who
service to his country. Denhave served in one of the nis told his mother about the
country’s military branches.
gift, and she and her friends
One local group found a
decided to start their own
special way to honor local vet- group of quilters to honor local
erans here in Virginia as well servicemen and women.
as those who live elsewhere
The group became orgawho have served. This small
nized, and they began sending
group of local women decided
quilts to military veterans
to make quilts for people who around Veterans Day each
sacriﬁced years of their lives
year. When one local woman,
in service to the country.
Sarah Boelte, joined the
The group, the Appreciation group six years ago, she said
Quilters, was started in 1987
they were sending the quilts
by Eleanor Jacobs — Ellie
to Afghanistan at that time,
to many — and Lois Haralthough many times differris. Ellie’s son, Dennis, was a
ent women knew of a local
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person who had served that
they wanted to honor also.
Some quilts were also sent to
veterans’ hospitals in different
places.
Bill Wilkins, the minister
at Mt. Vernon Baptist Church
and a veteran himself, ﬁrst
arranged for the women to use
the American Legion Post 8 to
do their work, and the American Legion Post 8 also paid the
postage to ship the quilts to
Iraq and Afghanistan.
Wilkins also helped during the pandemic when the
women were unable to get
into local hospitals or nursing
homes to present the quilts

please see QUILTS, page B9

Ellie Jacobs and Lois Harris are the two remaining members
of the original group of women who started the Appreciation
Quilt group back in 1987.

Let us
never take
our freedom
for granted.
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honoring and thanking all those who have served or are
serving in the United States Armed Forces.
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