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BY TiffANY HUDSON
Staff writer

He’s not hanging from 
ropes anymore, but 
he’s still “blessed, 

grateful and thankful” for 
his three decades with 
the Halifax County Public 
School system.

Maintenance employee Al 
Garrett will have been with 
the maintenance department 

at the school system for 33 
years in July.

Garrett served as a sub-
stitute bus driver while he 
was still in high school until 

he got a job with Daystrom 
Furniture.

“We were on rotating 
shifts at Daystrom, and they 

were about to lay me off, and 

I needed a job,” said Garrett 
explaining how he came to 
the school position.

He has worked for seven 
superintendents, two direc-
tors and three foremen in 

EDUcATiON UNSUNg HEROES »AN OccASiONAL SERiES

EDiTOR’S NOTE
w This is part of an occasional 
series The Gazette-Virginian 
is publishing this year spot-
lighting unsung heroes in the 
education arena.

tiffany HudSon/
Gazette-VirGinian

Halifax county 
Public Schools 
maintenance em-
ployee Al garrett 
inspects play-
ground equip-
ment at Sinai El-
ementary School. 
garrett has been 
on the job for 
more than three 
decades and has 
worked for seven 
superintendents, 
two directors and 
three foremen. 

Wearing a smile, maintenance worker 
proud to keep schools in tip-top shape

danielle  VauGHn/Gazette-VirGinian

Megan Talley participates in the drinking and driving simulation Thursday morning when local law enforcement agencies visited 

Halifax county High School as part of the RiSE program.

fROM STAff REPORTS

In a split 2-1 vote, Halifax County 

Board of Supervisors Finance Com-

mittee members voted Wednesday 

afternoon to recommend the full 

board give the school system an extra 

$150,000 out of the $593,000 recently 

restored to the proposed budget.

If supervisors act on the finance 

committee’s recommendation, the 

county will contribute $13,417,529 in 

the upcoming budget year that goes 

into effect July 1.
Finance Chairman Doug Bowman 

and ED-1 Supervisor J. T. Davis voted 

in favor of giving additional funding to 

the schools. However, ED-3 Supervi-

sor W. I. Fitzgerald opposed the rec-

ommendation saying, “We’ve already 

approved the funding for the school, 

and I’m not prepared to reopen it.”

Supervisors are expected to con-

sider the budget at the May 6 meeting. 

That’s why finance committee mem-

bers met Wednesday to decide how to 

divvy up the extra $593,000 they did 

not expect to have in the budget.

The half million dollar plus sur-

plus resulted from the county having 

$343,000 more than expected from 

reductions in regional jail costs, 

Surplus 
may be a 
boost for 
schools

BOARD Of  
SUPERviSORS

Supes finance committee 
members suggest giving 
system extra $150,000

COMET VARSITY FOOTBALL:
THERE’S AN APP FOR THAT

HALIFAX COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL TACKLES APPLE TECHNOLOGY

»SPORTS/c1

fROM STAff REPORTS

In an effort to keep Halifax Coun-

ty High School students safe dur-

ing prom night, the South Boston 

Police Department, Halifax County 

Sheriff ’s Office, Virginia State Police, 

Virginia Alcohol Safety Action Pro-

gram and Halifax Police Department 

visited the high school Thursday 

warning students about what can 

happen when a person gets behind 

the wheel after drinking alcohol or 

texting while driving.
The simulated driving exercises 

were part of the RISE program, an 

acronym for Responsibility Improv-

ing Safety Education.
Prom is Saturday night, and police 

are joining forces to make students 

aware of the dangers of drunk and 

distracted driving before they hit the 

road enroute to their big night, ac-

cording to South Boston Police Capt. 

B. K. Lovelace. 
RISE has a mission to provide 

students with the best prevention 

tools possible to deal with the issues 

of underage drinking, drug use, im-

paired driving and other destructive 

decisions, Lovelace said.

Driven to distraction
High school students learn dangers of drunk driving and texting behind the wheel

please see ScHOOL, back page 

please see SURPLUS, back page 
please see DRiviNg, back page 

BY TiffANY HUDSON
Staff writer

After more than five hours 

behind closed doors Wednesday 

night, Halifax County School 

Board members approved raises 

for six administrators.
Halifax County High School 

Associate Principal Michael Lew-

is, Halifax County Middle School 

Principal Faye Bruce, South 

Boston Elementary Principal 

Sue Bagbey, Sydnor Jennings El-

ementary Principal David Duffer, 

Clays Mill Elementary Principal 

Sherry Cowan and Transporta-

tion Coordinator Earl Womack 

will see hikes in their pay total-

ing $20,122 effective July 1.
After calling the meeting to or-

der Wednesday afternoon, trust-

ees immediately went into closed 

session to discuss personnel as it 

relates to the budget, including 

employee salary adjustments.
After talking it over for five 

and a half hours, school board 

members emerged approving 

salary increases by a 5-3 vote. 

ED-2 trustee Karen Hopkins, 

ED-4 trustee Cheryl Terry and 

ED-8 trustee Walter Potts voted 

against the motion.
“Some of them had been over-

looked, had been switched to dif-

ferent positions without salary 

adjustments, working at larger 

schools and had inconsistencies 

with years of service,” said Chair-

man Kimberly Farson of the six 

administrative salary adjust-

ments Thursday. 
In all, salaries of 21 people 

have been affected totaling 

HALifAx cOUNTY ScHOOL BOARD

Six administrators to get raises
across-the-board pay hikes still in budget; Cluster Springs early learning Center closing up for discussion

cALENDAR cHANgE
w The last day of school this 
year for all Halifax County 
school students will be Friday, 
May 31. BACK PAGE

please see RAiSES, back page 

PLANT 
PROJECT 
BEHIND 
SCHEDULE »A3

prEpariNG FOr prOM

MEDIA PACKAGE EFFECTIVE  APRIL 2025

SERVING MORE THAN 100,000 DIGITAL AND PRINT READERS

PUBLICATION OF HALIFAX GAZETTE PUBLISHING CO., INC.
3201-3209 Halifax Road •  P.O. Box 524, South Boston, VA  24592

434-572-3945   •   TOLL FREE: 1-800-420-3883
FAX: 434-572-1173   •   www.YourGV.com

WE OFFER MORE WAYS TO 
SPREAD YOUR MESSAGE:

“NEWSPAPER”
The Gazette-Virginian is 

printed every 
Wednesday and Friday!

“DIGITAL”
YourGV.com 

is updated daily with the 
latest news, sports, 

obituaries and 
community events along 

with an e-edition.

ZIP CODES  	  PAID 
HALIFAX COUNTY ZIPS

•24592-SOUTH BOSTON.......................... 1600
•24558-HALIFAX.............................................880
•24597-VERNON HILL...................................146
•24520-ALTON.................................................301
•24598-VIRGILINA..........................................261
•24589-SCOTTSBURG...................................332
•24534-CLOVER..............................................230
•24577-NATHALIE..........................................562
•24535-CLUSTER SPRS......................................2
•24539-CRYSTAL HILL.................................... 25

ADJOINING COUNTIES
•24594-SUTHERLIN (PITTS. CO.)................. 30
•24529-BUFFALO JCT. (MECK. CO.)........... 44
•24580-NELSON (MECK. CO.)...................... 13
•23964-RED OAK (CHAR. CO).........................2
•23967-SAXE (CHAR. CO.)................................2
•24565-JAVA (PITT. CO.)................................. 16
•24569-LONG ISLAND (CMPB. CO.)........... 12
•23962-RANDOLPH (CHAR. CO.)................ 14
•24557-GRETNA (PITT. CO.).............................5
•24528-BROOKNEAL (CMPB. CO.)................8

ALL OTHER OUT OF TOWN..........................260
• HALIFAX CO. STANDS/COUNTER.........520	
TOTAL.................................................... 5265

Halifax County’s Only Locally Circulated Newspaper!

CIRCULATION BREAKDOWN THE GAZETTE-VIRGINIAN

PATRICIA SEAT
Advertising Manager 

Local/National display/Online
pseat@gazettevirginian.com

434-572-3945

ADVERTISING 
CONTACTS

THE AREA

*Circulation figures updated 1/29/2025

Halifax County, Virginia, 
the fourth largest county 
in Virginia is home to 
over 33,000 residents. 
It is situated in the 
South Central Piedmont 
region of Virginia and is 
contiguous with North 
Carolina. 

CATHY BEADLES
Advertising Sales Consultant/

Office Manager/Accounting 
Local display

cathy@gazettevirginian.com
434-572-3945

Halifax County’s
 Only Locally 

Circulated 
Newspaper!



ROP PRINT SIZES

Full Page 
6 cols:  9.8888”  x 19.6488”

1 column: 1.5555” wide
2 column: 3.2222” wide
3 column: 4.8889” wide
4 column: 6.5555” wide
5 column: 8.2221” wide
6 column: 9.8888” wide

RETAIL DISPLAY

LOCAL OPEN (per column inch).......................... (net) $7.75
COMMISSIONABLE (per column inch)......................... $9.60
     
LOCAL RETAIL MONTHLY 
VOLUME RATES (per column inch)
Based on accumulative column inches of display 
advertising in each calendar month. Minimum 
consecutive 6 month advertising commitment 
required. Account must be kept current to qualify for 
volume rates. Not applicable to agency commissions.

  • 100 to 250 inches.................................................... $7.05
  • 250 to 500 inches................................................. $6.95
  • Over 500 inches.................................................... $6.85

STANDING AD RATE: (per column inch)....................... $6.90
Same display advertisement must run no less than 12 
consecutive issues or 12 weeks.

NON PROFIT RATE: $6.75 per column inch.  Rate applies 
only to organizations with a copy of their 501c3 provided 
to this newspaper.

POLITICAL ADVERTISING: Must be prepaid 
at time of order. Open rates only. 

NET COLOR RATES Process — $100
LOCAL PREPRINT RATES  - (NET ONLY)
• Single Sheet (Full Run Only).............................$40 cpm
• 2 page standard (4 pg. tab) to
  6 page standard (12 pg. tab)......................$55.00 cpm
• 8 page standard (16 pg. tab) to
  12 page standard (24 pg. tab)....................$57.00 cpm
• 14 page standard (28 pg. tab) to
  16 page standard (32 pg. tab)....................$60.00 cpm

Preprints distributed M-W-F.
NO ZONING AVAILABLE
FULL RUN REQUIRED.

Volume Rates Available Upon Request

DISPLAY AND PREPRINT RATES

DIGITAL RATES

MONTHLY RATES
• Horizontal, vertical and custom size ads available 
for $200 per month. 
• Premium page placement $400 per month
• 25 percent discount available for multiple month 
commitment!

- Combo Print/Online Packages Available - 

Contact Charles Wilborn at 
cwilborn@gazettevirginian.com 

to advertise on YourGV.com!

MECHANICAL REQUIREMENTS AND MORE
FURNISHING ADVERTISING MATERIALS: Advertising 
data or composed ads can be sent electronically by 
CD,(hard copy should accompany disk).  Ads sent 
electronically should be sent in a PDF format with high 
resolution and fonts embedded. Photos sent by email 
should be sent as a jpeg or eps attachment. Please 
do not send in a word document.  Composed Color 
Ads need to be CMYK and should be pretested before 
transmission. Black and White Ads should be sent in 
black and white. Please identify all email that you send, 
the recipient, what day ad is to run, billing information 
or prepayment information, etc. A Follow-up phone 
call to confirm e-mail has been received is appreciated. 
Half-tone Screen required: 85 lines.

ADVERTISING PROOFS: Advertisers requiring proofs 
should submit ad copy at least 24 hours prior to press 
day. Ad proofs are provided either in person, by fax or 
email. No charges will be made for the initial proof or 
one additional proof after ad changes are made. There 
will be a $5 charge for each additional proof requested 
thereafter. In the event, advertising copy is not furnished 
until press day, this newspaper cannot guarantee a 
proof will be sent before going to press. However, the 
advertisement will be proof-read by the advertising 
representative to the best of their ability.  It is the 
advertiser’s responsibility to examine its advertisement 
for errors beyond the first publication. The newspapers 
will not be held responsible for errors beyond the first 
publication date of a multiple insertion. Requests for 
error adjustments must be made within seven days of 
the publication date. 

TEARSHEETS:  Copies for proof of publication will be 
furnished with the monthly billing. Additional copies 
requested, if available, will be billed at the rate of $1 per 
copy.  Electronic tear sheets available.

PUBLISHER POLICY: The Publisher reserves the right 
to edit, revise, or reject any advertisement they deem 
objectionable, whether in subject matter, phraseology 
or set-up.  The Publisher is not responsible for copy omis-
sion or typographical errors, other than to correct them 
in the next issue after notification no later than the first 
business day after publication of such error or omission. 
In no case does the Publisher hold themselves liable for 
damages further than the amount received by them for 
actual space covering the error. The Publisher will not 
be responsible for more than one incorrect insertion nor 
responsible for errors or omissions in advertisements 
taken by telephone. Advertisers will not receive both 
credit and re-run of the ad. In the event of a typographi-
cal error in advertising goods at less than or more than 
the correct price, this newspaper will furnish a letter 
to the advertiser to be posted in the store, stating the 
correct price. The Publisher will assume no liability for 
any loss if goods are sold at the incorrect price.

ADVERTISING PLACEMENT REQUEST: Positions 
and color may be requested for any page on which 
advertising  is acceptable and shall be filled if possible, 
depending upon editorial make-up and advertising 
space demands.  Retail advertising will not be accepted 
if contingent on position. Every effort shall be made to 
comply with such position requests, however in no event 
shall placement on a page be guaranteed. 

ADVERTISING RESEMBLING NEWS ITEMS: Any 
advertisement simulating news matter must have the 
word “Advertisement” or the words “Paid Advertisement” 
at the top of the advertisement. The Gazette-Virginian 
reserves the right to include such words if omitted by 
the advertiser.

POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENTS:  Must be paid in advance 
of publication by cash, credit card or check and shall be set 
as display advertisement. A political advertisement must 
clearly state (A) that it is a “paid political advertisement,” 
(B) the political party affiliation of a candidate for partisan 
office, (C) by whom the advertisement was paid and (D) by 
whom the advertisement is authorized. In the event that the 
advertisement is not authorized by the candidate, his or her 
authorized political committee or its agents, the advertise-
ment must clearly state that it is not authorized by any 
candidate or candidate’s committee and must include the 
name and residence address of the individual responsible 
for the advertisement. In no event may a political advertise-
ment imply the incumbency of a candidate who is not in 
fact the incumbent. 

SPECIAL SERVICES:  A $25 composition fee will be 
charged for ads that are created and not published 
within 30 days.

NEW ACCOUNTS: To establish credit, an advertiser 
must complete and sign an application for credit. The 
advertiser will prepay for all inserted advertising until 
the credit application has been approved. All individuals, 
businesses and agencies not within the State of Virginia 
must prepay their advertising unless previously ap-
proved by the advertising manager.

RETURNED CHECK CHARGE: A $35 charge will be made 
for each return of a check for insufficient funds, etc.

PAYMENT TERMS: All accounts due and payable upon 
receipt of statement, and no later than the  25th of the 
month following.  A 2% finance charge will be added to 
balances over 30 days old.  This is an annual percentage 
(APR) of 24%.  Minimum finance charge is $1.

STATEWIDE 
CLASSIFIEDS

Virginia Press Association
The Display Advertising Network 

allows you to place your 2x2 
or 2x4 display ad in 96 Virginia 

newspaper with one call, reach-
ing 2.1 million readers

LOCAL IN-COLUMN CLASSIFIED 
classifieds@gazettevirginian.com or place 
an ad online at YourGV.com

• All classified line ads appear online
• 20 words minimum $8 each run (prepaid)
• 20 words minimum $9 each run (billed with  
minimum three runs ordered)
• 20¢ per additional word. 

CLASSIFIED RATES

OBITUARIES $50 minimum charge

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY
LOCAL OPEN (per column inch)...................(net) $7.75
COMMISSIONABLE (per column inch).................$9.60

ASK FOR DETAILS! Preprint Delivery 
Inquiries Contact

PATRICIA SEAT
at 434-572-3945 

or 1-800-420-3883
pseat@gazettevirginian.com

PREPRINT DELIVERY 
ADDRESS:

The Gazette-Virginian,
3201-3209 Halifax Rd. 

South Boston, Va. 24592
Boxes or Bundles Only
NO PALLETS PLEASE!

• Legals $5 per line first insertion, 
  $4 per line each additional insertion. 
• Divorce legals flat $400  
• Rates are net

PREPRINT RECEIVING HOURS: Mon., Tues., Thurs. 8 am - 4:30 pm , Wed. 8 am - 2:30 pm, Fri. 8 am - 11:30 am

Only $250 buys a 
25-word classified ad in 
80 newspapers across 

Virginia. Call this 
newspaper or Virginia 

Press Services at 
804-521-7571 to place

 your ad in the 
STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED 

AD NETWORK


