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STATE

Tennis Tournament

Extension Update

Irrigation

Cornerstone Tennis Tournament gets through weather
delays; Hjermstad and Tegler win open divisions I 1B

Hail and wind damage in surrounding
counties; tree diseases I 1B

Unclear when irrigation
tunnel will be ﬁxed I 5A

YORK

MISSOURI

City
budget
work
drawing
to a close

States brace
for long-term
flood fight
as damages
mount

YORK

By David A. Lieb
ASSOCIATED PRESS

By Melanie Wilkinson
MANAGING EDITOR

YORK – A work session will be held this week,
on Thursday, during which
the city council, department heads and administration will discuss the details of the budget for the
upcoming fiscal year.
This is the last scheduled work session in the
process, as there have already been five held. The
process started much earlier this year, as Mayor Barry Redfern said he wanted
the discussion to be as indepth as possible and for
all the council members to
have an opportunity to ask
questions, get information
and express opinions, in
order to make informed
decisions.
The council is expected
to then set a public hearing
on the proposed budget at
5 p.m., on Thursday, Aug.
29.
It is being proposed
that the city’s tax levy be
increased from .27 per
$100 of valuation to .33
per $100 of valuation. It
was initially proposed it
be increased by 5 cents
instead of 6, but the additional 1 cent was added in
order to keep up with public safety needs (through
purchasing two new police
cruisers as the regular rotation of response vehicles
was cut entirely out of the
last budget).
With that tax levy
increase – and detailed
consideration
regarding
expenses – the proposed
budget is currently balanced.
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Corn climbs up the conveyor belt as corn shelling from days of yore are demonstrated at Wessels Living
History Farm’s Summer Fair.

IN THE GOOD OL’

SUMMERTIME
Wessels Living History Farm Summer Fair a hit
News-Times/
Jessica Votipka

By Jessica Votipka I FEATURES EDITOR

y

ORK — A celebration of all
things old-fashioned and summer made for a lively day at
Wessels Living History Farm.
The Wessels Living History Farm
Summer Fair drew
over 100 people,
according to event
volunteers. The visitors were treated to
a variety of demonstrations, games and
other activities.
Traditional farm

Mackenzie
Jangen
tests her
dart-throwing skills
at Wessels
Living History Farm’s
Summer Fair.
Games like
the traditional balloon-popping
game offered
old-fashioned
fun all over
the farm.

tasks were a popular
attraction, as well
as the tractor show
and farm animals.
Demonstrations of
shelling corn and
thrashing
wheat
were ongoing.
The tractor show
WESSELS PG 6A

JEFFERSON
CITY,
Mo. (AP) — After devastating flooding this year,
Iowa funneled $15 million
into a special fund to help
local governments recover
and guard against future
floods. Missouri budgeted
more money to fight rising
waters, including $2 million to help buy a moveable
floodwall for a historic Mississippi River town that has
faced flooding in all but one
of the past 20 years.
In Arkansas, Gov. Asa
Hutchinson announced $10
million to repair damaged
levees while creating a task
force to study a system that
in places has fallen into
disrepair though years of
neglect.
The states’ efforts might
turn out to be only down
payments on what is shaping up as a long-term battle
against floods, which are
expected to become more
frequent and destructive
with the rise in global temperatures.
“What is going on in the
country right now is that
we are having basically an
awakening to the necessity
and importance of waterway infrastructure,” said
Arkansas state Sen. Jason
Rapert, a Republican who
has been pushing to improve the state’s levees.
The movement is motivated not just by this year’s
major floods in the Midwest, but by more than a
decade of repeated flooding
from intense storms such as
Hurricane Harvey, which
dumped 60 inches of rain on
southeastern Texas in 2017.
In November, Texas voters
will decide whether to creSEE FLOOD PAGE6A

SEE BUDGET PAGE 6A
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Water system master
plan to be presented
By Melanie Wilkinson
MANAGING EDITOR

YORK – The proposed water system master plan for the
city will be presented to the city
council this week by Craig Reinsch from Olsson Associates.
Last January, the council
voted in favor of contracting
with Olssons to have the master
plan done.
The project cost was
$44,725 -- $45,000 had already been budgeted for this
purposed. The cost will ultimately be paid for with water
system revenues. The study
was included with the city’s

INDEX
Agriculture .................... 3A
Classiﬁeds .................... 5B
Daily Break .............. 4B-5B
Daily Crop Water Use ... 6A
Obituaries ......................5A
Opinions ........................ 4A
Sports ...................... 1B-2B

state revolving fund loan for
the Lincoln Avenue water main
project. The city will receive 15
percent forgiveness with that
loan, so the final cost of this
plan will be 85 percent of the
proposed amount, plus financing charges.
As explained by then-public works director, Mitch Doht,
the plan will serve as the preliminary engineering report for
state and federal funding. In
order to access any federal or
state dollars for future projects,
the city’s master plan for the
water system had to be updated.
SEE WATER PAGE 5A

POWDER POLL
Poll Question:
Are you a cat person or a
dog person?

20%
80%

DEATHS
Alyce Suhr ............... Colorado
Laura Pierce .............. Kearney
Tammy Barrett ...... Bradshaw.

Dog person
Cat person

Voice your opinion at

yorknewstimes.com

The gold
standard
York Public Schools names
Golden Apple and
Unsung Heroes awards
By Jessica Votipka I FEATURES EDITOR
YORK — York Public School teachers and
staff filled the York High School Auditorium to
kick off the upcoming school year.
The much-coveted Golden Apple Award
and Unsung Heroes Award were presented
SEE GOLDEN APPLE PAGE 5A
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The 2019 Golden Apple Award winner is Kim Brehm,
YES Title I Reading/ ELL/ Physical Education teacher.
Pictured to her right is Carrie Colburn, York News Times
Publisher, who presented the award.

OVERVIEW
Horseshoe Casino
Democrats to hold
YORK — All those with resmeeting
ervations for the Fun Club’s
trip to Horseshoe Casino on
Thursday, Aug. 15, are reminded the motorcoach will
depart at 8:30 a.m. from the
west side of Lichti’s parking
lot at 220 E. Nobes St.
Several spots are available
on the bus. Anyone interested may call the Fun Club
at 402-745-6477 weekday
mornings. The cost is $30.

YORK — Jane Kleeb, chairman
of the Nebraska Democratic Party, will be the featured
speaker at the York County
Democrats monthly meeting
Tuesday, Aug. 13. The meeting
will begin at 6 p.m., in the Kilgore Library in York. The public
is invited to attend to hear her
speak on issues facing Nebraska and the nation, followed by a
question and answer session.

WEATHER
TUESDAY

84°

/59°

Mostly sunny with a high
of 84. A 10% chance
of rain. Winds from the
north-northwest at 5
mph. Tuesday night a few
clouds from time to time.
A low of 59. Winds light
and variable.

ALCOHOL PARTY HOTLINE: Call 402.362.2999. Reward offered on first confirmed tip. Anonymity guaranteed.

