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COVID-19 
Case Counts 
Trend Lower 
in � urston 
County
BY ERIC ROSANE
erosane@yelmonline.com 

Thurston County Public Health 
and Social Services reported 51 
cases of COVID-19 the week of 
Sept. 7 to 13. 

This is the second week in a 
row the county has reported around 
50 diagnoses, which is about half 
of what the county reported six 
weeks ago. 

Daily case counts also remain 
fairly low. As of Tuesday morning, 
Sept. 15, the county reported an 
average of about 6.7 new cases per 
day over the last two weeks.

This comes as COVID-19 ac-
tivity also declines statewide. On 
Friday, Sept. 11, the state Depart-
ment of Health published a state-
wide situation report refl ecting 
data as of Aug. 28 that showed 
cases were decreasing in both 
eastern and western Washington, 
likely due to people keeping their 
distance, limiting gatherings and 
wearing face coverings to slow the 
spread of the virus. 

“While we see some encourag-
ing trends in case counts, the risk 
remains extremely high throughout 
the state,” Secretary of Health John 
Wiesman said in a prepared state-
ment. 

The Department of Health’s sit-
uation report suggests the effective 
reproductive number, which is used 
to measure the transmission of the 
disease, is estimated to be slightly 
below 1 in Western Washington 

Culp Brings 
‘Victory Protest’ 
To Yelm

Jared Wenzelburger / For Nisqually Valley News

Republican candidate for Washington governor Loren Culp waves to crowds during a “Yelm Victory Protest” Friday, Sept. 11. The 
two-day event featured food, live music and speakers that included former Republican candidate Tim Eyman. Culp sharply criticized 
Democrat incumbent Gov. Jay Inslee for his handling of the COVID-19 pandemic and other matters. Culp, the police chief of Republic 

in Eastern Washington, beat out a large field of candidates to secure his spot on the Nov. 3 general election ballot. 

SEE MORE PHOTOS ON PAGE A4

Yelm Man Accused of Robbery at Prairie Hotel
BY ERIC ROSANE
erosane@yelmonline.com 

A 20-year-old Yelm man was 
arrested Friday evening at a friend’s 
house in McKenna after he was sus-
pected of robbing the Prairie Hotel’s 
front desk at gunpoint. 

Sgt. Tillman Atkins with the 
Yelm Police Department said the 
alleged robbery occurred at about 
2 a.m. on Thursday, Sept. 10. The 
suspect, identifi ed by police as 
Bronszon Rathbone, was reportedly 

let in by a Prairie Hotel employee. 
“When he got to the front desk, 

there was a small exchange of 
words. At that point, he pulled out 
the fi rearm and pointed it at the 
employee,” Atkins said, adding that 
there was a demand for money. 

The employee complied with 
Rathbone and handed over the 
cash drawer, which had somewhere 
around $400 in it, Atkins said. The 
suspect was identifi ed at the time as 
a thin male wearing a dark hoodie, 
pants and a surgical-type mask. 

Yelm offi cers were dispatched 
to the Prairie Park Hotel, located at 
the 700 block of Prairie Park Lane, 
shortly after the incident. Police set 
up a perimeter and dispatched a K9 
unit out of Tumwater, Atkins said. 

“They conducted a two-hour K9 
track and were unable to locate the 
suspect at that time. They were able 
to locate the cash drawer in a (near-
by) trash can,” Atkins said. 

Atkins said Yelm offi cers were 
also able to locate two individuals 
who had reportedly given Rathbone a 

ride from Emerald Queen Casino in 
Tacoma to the Yelm hotel in exchange 
for cash shortly before the robbery.

It’s not believed the two drivers 
played a role in the robbery, Atkins 
said. Rathbone did reportedly use 
one of the drivers’ phones to Face-
book message a friend. 

Offi cers were able to identify  
Rathbone after reviewing footage 
from Emerald Queen Casino and 
the Prairie Park Hotel. The depart-
ment was familiar with the him, 
Atkins said, and they were able to 

determine, through the Facebook 
message, that he likely fl ed to a 
friend’s house in McKenna shortly 
after the robbery. 

Atkins said Yelm offi cers set 
up surveillance near the property 
and arrested him without incident 
at about 6 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 11. 
Atkins said he wasn’t aware if the 
cash was recovered.

“We had great cooperation from 
surrounding agencies to make this 
happen,” the Yelm Police Depart-
ment wrote on its Facebook page. 
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BY PAUL DUNN AND 
ERIC ROSANE
Nisqually Valley News

It seems the respite we were 
supposed to get from the smokey 
air choking us all isn’t happening 
so soon — and you can blame 
fi ckle winds for the whole bloody 
mess. 

“That’s not how it was sup-
posed to go,” the Washington 
State Department of Ecology 
tweeted Monday morning. “The 
system we were counting on to 
bring us some relief has ... not. 
The smoke is mostly still here, 
and light southerly winds are 
bringing more from Oregon at 
least through Tuesday.”

This comes after the state 
and much of the western United 
States has been engulfed in 
wildfi re smoke since late last 
week from multiple fi res burning 
millions of acres in Washington, 
Oregon and California. 

The smoke was supposed 
to begin letting up after the 
weekend, but the National 
Weather Service extended its air 
quality alert Monday morning 
until noon Thursday as the 
stubborn smoke remained. 

As of Tuesday morning press 
deadline, air quality in Thurston 
County remained at “hazardous” 
levels, according to Ecology. 

Region’s Air Quality Mired by Smoke 
Brought by West Coast Wild� res

Paul Dunn/Nisqually Valley News

What seems like merely overcast skies surrounding the Yelm 
water tower across the street from City Hall on Monday, Sept. 
14, is actually a combination of moisture and lots of smoke from 
numerous wildfires in Washington, Oregon, and California.■ SEE HAZARD, PAGE A4 


