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Yelm District 
Delays 
Hybrid 
In-Person 
School 
Due to 
COVID-19 
Spike 
BY ERIC ROSANE
erosane@yelmonline.com 

Yelm Community Schools 
Superintendent Brian Wharton 
on Tuesday morning, Oct. 6, an-
nounced that the district plans 
on delaying the start of its hy-
brid learning model after Thur-
ston County last week reported 
a record weekly number of new 
COVID-19 cases. 

“This trend makes working 
toward the increase of in-person 
instruction, or hybrid model, 
very diffi cult,” Wharton wrote 
in a letter published on the dis-
trict’s website. “The last thing 
we would want to do is to start 
the hybrid model, only to shut 
it down again quickly. We don’t 
want to do that to our students, 
parents and staff. Therefore, we 
are going to delay the start of 
hybrid instruction until the data 
and direction from public health 
shows we can do it safely.”

The district had planned to 
start allowing K-2 students to 
partially return to in-person 
classes  starting Oct. 12. But a 
spike in weekly caseloads that 
the county experienced Sept. 28 
through Oct. 4, with the county 
recording a record 121 cases, 

BY ERIC ROSANE
erosane@yelmonline.com 

On an intermittently rainy 
Thursday afternoon last January, 
more than 10 volunteers took to 
the streets of Yelm in an effort to 
count the number of people expe-
riencing homelessness. 

The effort was part of the an-
nual Thurston County Point in 
Time Homeless Census, which 
is required through the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and Urban 
Development.  

Deb Larson, the Yelm Point 
in Time volunteer coordinator, 

voiced her concern about her 
team getting an accurate count 
on that day. 

“It’s a huge risk,” she said of 
people leaving their transitional 
housing units, tents and vehicles 
in poor weather to be counted. 
“People can get hypothermia in 
45 degrees. It just depends on 
how dry you stay.” 

But the county’s report, which 
was released on Friday, Oct. 2, 
showed something volunteers in 
the community have known for a 
long time: counting the homeless 
on a single day is a diffi cult, and 
sometimes inaccurate, task — 
and even more so in rural areas. 

Thurston County volunteers 
this year counted a total of 995 
homeless individuals, which is 
about a 24 percent increase from 
last year’s census that counted 
800 people.  

This year’s effort saw a fairly 

large expansion compared with 
last year’s, and some adjustment 
in methodology likely contrib-
uted to the increased count of 
unsheltered individuals and 
families, according to the coun-
ty. Some of those adjustments 
included offering gift cards to 
increase participation, increas-
ing participation from local ju-
risdictions and adding “magnet 
events” that offer services to 

draw individuals to a singular fo-
cal location. 

“It is encouraging that the 
2020 PIT census offered an ex-
panded regional effort to under-
stand what homelessness looks 
like in our county,” Keylee 
Marineau, county homeless pre-
vention and affordable housing 
coordinator, said in a prepared 

Point in Time Census Counts 30 Homeless Individuals in Yelm
Census Workers 
and Volunteers Say 
True Number Likely 
Much Higher

‘Your Medical Equipment Library’ 
Satisfies Needs in Yelm

BY PAUL DUNN
pdunn@yelmonline.com

Frederick Otto’s timing 
couldn’t have been better.

The 73-year-old Yelm man just 
happened to show up on Wednes-
day, Sept. 30, at a nondescript, 

8-by-10 foot wooden shed adjacent 
Yelm’s American Legion Post 164. 

The shed — or storage unit 
— was chalk full of second-hand 
medical paraphernalia that Otto 
hoped might include just the item 
he needed — a plastic-molded toi-
let seat riser. And don’t you know, 
there was one — actually three of 
them, in fact — square, white do-
nuts of sorts with oval holes in the 
middle.

The shed would normally have 
been locked and vacated this par-
ticular day, except that the shed’s 
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Alex Hesse-Siegert, director of Your Medical Equipment Library (YMEL) next to Yelm American Legion Post 164, pushes a wheelchair 
from the shed YMEL uses to house its loanable medical equipment on Wednesday, Sept. 30. Hesse-Siegert is in the process of 
arranging equipment in the shed so it’s easier to access.

New Nonpro� t O� ers 
Ability to Donate 
No-Longer-Needed 
Equipment, Borrow 
What You Need

Housing Facility Offers Reward After Vandalism

BY ERIC ROSANE
erosane@yelmonline.com 

A building in McKenna soon 
to be occupied by a drug-free 

transitional living program has 
on several occasions experi-
enced vandalism — including 
what appeared to be the place-
ment of an explosive device — 
within the last month. 

Fresh Start Housing LLC, 
the program provider and prop-
erty owner, is offering a $5,000 
reward for information leading 
to “the arrest and/or conviction” 
of individuals involved in the 

vandalism and placement of a 
potential incendiary device. 

John Green, managing mem-
ber of Fresh Start Housing, said 
the fi rst incident occurred on 
Sept. 10 when someone put what 
is believed to be an explosive 
device near the facility, which 
is located near the intersection 
of 95th Avenue and 357th Street. 
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HOW TO HELP:
Interested in volunteering 

for YMEL? 
Call 360-955-1498 or email 

info@ymel.org.  
People interested in 

donating items should first 
contact YMEL at the same 
phone number or email.

Damaged Windows, 
Possible Explosive 
Device at Fresh Start 
Site in McKenna

Yelm resident Frederick Otto, 73, locates a plastic commode riser 
seat at Your Medical Equipment Library (YMEL).■ SEE YMEL, PAGE A9 

■ SEE HOMELESS, PAGE A8 

■ SEE VANDALS, PAGE A9 
Damaged windows are seen at Fresh Start McKenna.


