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There’s some good news for 
businesses operating within Yelm 
city limits. 

Applications for federal Coro-
navirus Aid, Relief, and Economic 
Security Act (CARES)  funds 
through the city of Yelm are now 
available online. 

Businesses can receive up to 
$2,500 in grant funding by dem-
onstrating a monetary need or im-
pact due to the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic. Applications can be 
found online at www.yelmwa.gov. 

“As you receive these funds, 
please know that our local econ-
omy is circular,” the application 
reads. “Every dollar you receive 
and spend in our community is 
another’s income. Please keep this 
in mind as you receive these funds 
and continue supporting our local 
businesses.” 

About a month ago, the city 
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Community members took 
to the corner of Yelm Avenue 
and First Street in Yelm for 
about two hours on Sunday af-
ternoon to show support for law 
enforcement officers and wave 
the American flag in celebra-
tion of Flag Day. 

More than 60 demonstra-
tors showed up to the event to 
wave flags and signs and cheer 
at passing vehicles. Mayor JW 
Foster also made an appearance 
to show support. 

The event was organized by 

‘Back the Blue’: Yelm Demonstrators 
Voice Support for Law Enforcement 

A Nontraditional End to a 
Nontraditional School Year

Jared Wenzelburger / For Nisqually Valley News 

By Nisqually Valley News Staff

The Yelm High School 
Class of 2020 closed out a non-
traditional school year in non-
traditional fashion Sunday with 
a drive-through graduation cer-
emony. 

From 10 a.m. to about 3 
p.m., the high school hosted a 
drive-through ceremony where 
more than 360 seniors and their 

Yelm High 
School Class 
of 2020 Gets 
Drive-Through 
Ceremony

State, Thurston County See Uptick in COVID-19
BY ERIC ROSANE

erosane@yelmonline.com 

Thurston County and other ar-
eas of Washington state are expe-
riencing increases in the number of 
new COVID-19 cases over the last 
few weeks. 

According to a report published 
Saturday, June 13, by the state De-
partment of Health, cases continue 
to rise, most notably in Eastern 
Washington. Yakima County has 
the largest number of per-capita 
cases in the state and is considered 

one of the most concerning hot 
spots on the West Coast. 

“The trends we’re seeing point 
to the critical importance of actions 
we can all take, like staying six feet 
apart and wearing cloth face cov-
erings whenever we’re in public, 
as well as a need for increased re-
sponse in these harder-hit areas,” 
state Department of Health Officer 
Dr. Kathy Lofy said in a prepared 
statement. 

In the report, state health 
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With signs and flags in hand, Back the Blue demonstrators cross the street of Yelm Avenue to 
merge with another group shortly before the end of the protest. 

This graph created 
by the Department 
of Health charts 
COVID-19 cases in 
Thurston County. 


