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Hoists 
Supply as 
Remedy for 
Housing 
Crisis
BY DANIEL WARN 

dwarn@yelmonline.com

In a legislative update Tues-
day to the Yelm Area Chamber 
of Commerce, state Rep. Andrew 
Barkis R-Olympia said his main 
concern is the housing crisis.

“The number one issue that 
I’m working on right now is hous-
ing, and I would say the biggest 
issue our state faces right now is 
the housing crisis,” Barkis said.

Affordable housing is affect-
ed by multiple issues, one being 
homelessness, he said.

Barkis pointed out that it 
seems like all 
we see on the 
television is 
more reports of 
people living 
in tents. Some 
may think that 
it’s just a Seattle 
problem, but he 
reminded the 
attendees that 
Yelm just had to deal with the 
same thing down by the river, 
where people lived in tents on 
city property.

“These are tragic, these are 
real people, this is an issue that 
is facing us all, but we’ve been 
working on it,” Barkis said. 

These issues may seem tough, 
but Barkis brings a background 
of 28 years of experience in how 
to house people to the legislator, 
he said.  

BY ANDREW KOLLAR 

dkollar@yelmonline.com

On Tuesday, Yelm City Coun-
cil and members of the commu-
nity discussed the proposed ac-
quisition of the vacant building, 
formerly home to Fairpoint Com-
munications for the relocation of 
City Hall.

The proposed purchase and 
sale agreement was released to 
the public last Wednesday for 
public discussion before council 

makes the final decision May 22. 
The agreement was negotiated at 
$925,000 for the acquisition and 
the building will require up to 
$70,000 for repairs and mainte-
nance, according to a staff report 
by Yelm City Administrator Mi-
chael Grayum.

Transitioning Yelm City Hall 
to the new location would offer 
space for the growing staff that 
is unavailable in the current loca-
tion and would meet the future 
demand of the growing city. The 
new location of City Hall would 
bring all of Yelm’s services to 
one campus to create a better 
working relationship between 
city staff members who work in 
different departments, according 
to Grayum.

The city administrator noted 
the new City Hall building would 
allow for better customer service 
as all departments would be near 
each other, improve the work-
place for current and future em-
ployees, and allow city council to 
host meetings at City Hall.

The proposal was released 
to the public on May 2 although 
the topic was discussed behind 
closed doors in an undisclosed 
number of executive sessions. 
City staff and council encour-
aged the community to partici-
pate in the discussion held at the 
council meeting on May 8 and 
before council makes the deci-
sion on May 22.

Executive sessions are de-
signed to head off abuses of the 

process for topics that require 
confidentiality. Holding execu-
tive sessions to discuss the pur-
chase of the Fairpoint building 
is clearly within legal boundar-
ies of the Open Public Meetings 
Act, according to the Municipal 
Research and Services Center. It 
is the responsibility of those in 
attendance of executive sessions 
to keep information discussed in 
the meeting confidential.

Yelm resident and owner 
of the Yelm Pizza Hut Dwayne 
Mathis asked if the money spent 
on the potential acquisition could 
be used toward the water and 
sewer funds, known as the “en-
terprise funds” to lower the cost 

Yelm Undecided on $925K Acquisition to Relocate City Hall
Council, Community 
Contemplate the 
Repurpose of Current 
City Hall Building

Adventurously 
Andrew

BY MEGAN HANSEN 

mhansen@yelmonline.com

Nisqually Valley News reporter Andrew 
Kollar starts pulling items one-by-one out of 
his backpack.

A cup, a spork, a tent, a jacket, pants, shorts 
— a bear vault?

He’ll only have to carry that for about 500 
miles or so, he says.

Kollar has almost every aspect of his 2,659 
mile journey on the Pacific Crest Trail planned 
out. 

The 2013 Yelm High School graduate and 
local news guy will be headed out on the ad-
venture of a lifetime next week.

And while fulfilling this dream, he’ll also 
be walking every one of those miles for a good 
cause.

Kollar is raising money for the National 
Multiple Sclerosis Society. So far he’s raised 
nearly $900, but hopes to raise a whole lot 
more.

“It’d be great if I could raise $1 for every 
mile,” he said. 

When Kollar started planning his trip and 
decided to add the fundraising component, he 
started looking for ideas.

“I started thinking about diseases that 
keep people from getting outside,” Kollar said. 
“The outdoors is such a big part of my life.”

He said MS stood out partly because of 
former NVN sports reporter Tyler Huey. 

He used to see him in high school when he 
would come out to cover the golf team, Kollar 
said. 

When Kollar started at the NVN last sum-

mer, he encountered a different Tyler than he 
remembered. The longtime sports reporter had 
also long battled MS. He was walking with a 
cane and had slowed down considerably. 

As Huey interviewed Kollar for his new 
employee story, Kollar shared all of his out-
door interests and activities.

“I almost felt guilty sharing all that I do 
because I knew he also liked to do some of 
those things and couldn’t,” Kollar said. “I want 
to inspire people to get outside or help people 
get outside.” 

Huey said he was touched by Kollar’s ef-
forts.

“Everyone has their problems, so I deal 
with physical limitations and never complain,” 
he said. “Drew needs to know I’m honored and 
humbled to be an inspiration and his friend.

“Most importantly, I want him to grow a 
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Andrew Kollar, left, shows coworkers Karli Shaw, middle and Angie Evans, right, all of the equipment he’ll be bringing with him when 
he starts hiking the Pacific Crest Trail from Mexico to Canada next week.

NVN Reporter Hiking 
Pacific Crest Trail

City of Roy Honors Deputy McCartney

BY RACQUEL MUNCY 

rmuncy@yelmonline.com

While many choose to spend 
their Saturday mornings laying 
around the house, the City of 
Roy was buzzing with activity.

Roy takes the first Saturday 
in May to honor a hometown 

hero — this year was Pierce 
County Sheriff Deputy Daniel 
McCartney — and clean up the 
town. Over 50 members from 
555th Engineer Battalion (a.k.a 
the “Triple Nickel”), the Lion’s 
Club, city councilmembers and 
around a dozen Roy residents 
came out to volunteer to clean 
up the city. 

Roy regularly partners with 
Col. Chris Becking and Lt. Chel-
sea Watson of the Triple Nickel 
for events where volunteers are 
needed.

“Without these two and their 
troops it would be hard to do 
all this,” Roy mayor “Anthony” 
Rawlin McDaniel said.   

Volunteers scraped the weeds 
and extra dirt out of the sidewalk, 
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The McCartney family unveiled a 
picture of the late Pierce County 
deputy Daniel McCartney, the 
Roy Hometown Hero honoree 
Saturday afternoon.


