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Nisqually Tribe Deems 
Red Wind Casino Essential

BY ERIC ROSANE

erosane@yelmonline.com 

The Nisqually Red Wind 

Casino officially reopened in 
limited capacity Monday morn-

ing to lines of eager players in 
an effort to slowly reopen the 
tribe’s economy.

The gambling and enter-
tainment destination originally 
closed two months ago as a 
precaution amid the COVID-19 
outbreak, but has reopened to 
the public in order to keep rev-

enue streams coming in for the 
sovereign nation as the state 
slowly reopens its economy as 
well.

The casino held a soft open-

ing for tribal members on Sun-

day.  
“As a sovereign nation, 

Nisqually has determined the 
Red Wind Casino to be an es-

sential business,” a media re-

lease from the Nisqually Indian 
Tribe and Medicine Creek En-

terprise Corporation, its busi-
ness division, read. “Essential 
to the Tribe and community to 
provide resources that maintain 

government operations, tribal 
programs, and tribal member 
support.” 

Little Creek Casino Resort 
in Shelton, owned and operated 
by the Squaxin Island Tribe, 
also reopened Monday to visi-
tors. 

Customers will likely notice 
a number of changes in opera-

tions at Red Wind. Half of all 
machines will be turned off to 
encourage social distancing, 
table games and the gift shop 
will be closed, and the facility 
will be smoke-free, among other 
precautions.

The Nisqually Tribe and 
Medicine Creek also say they’re 
monitoring data and develop-

ments from multiple organi-
zations, including the World 
Health Organization, the Cen-

ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention, the University of 
Washington and state health of-

ficials.
“The information provided 

by these organizations has 
given Nisqually leadership the 
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Patrons line up to enter the Nisqually Red Wind Casino on Monday, May 18. The casino had been closed since mid-March because of 
the coronavirus, but Nisqually leaders decided it was safe enough to open now provided patrons followed social distancing guidelines 
and wore masks.

Reopens to 715 Customers at a Time

Yelm Relief Fund Has 
Given Out Nearly $7K
BY PAUL DUNN

Nisqually Valley news

“Yelm neighbors helping Yelm 
neighbors, dollar for dollar.”

That’s how Yelm Mayor JW 
Foster describes the first month of 
the Yelm Community Relief Fund 

— a program created to help lo-

cal residents impacted by the CO-

VID-19 crisis pay their bills, buy 
groceries and meet other critical 
expenditures.

“There are people now in the 
community who have lost their 
revenue stream completely and 
have not received sufficient sup-

port through the government agen-

cies to pay grocery bills and utili-
ties,” Foster said. “This fund is to 
help people pay those bills.” 

The altruistic partnership 
between Foster and his wife 
Nicki Foster, the Tumwater-
based nonprofit TOGETHER!, 
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Yelm Mayor JW Foster and his wife Nicki Foster were the initial 
driving forces behind the Yelm Community Relief Fund. Now as the 
fund enters its second month, its more important than ever that 
generous people continue to donate.
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BY RICK BANNAN

For Nisqually Valley News 

A list of Washington state 

counties eligible to fast-track 
reopening of their economies 
got bigger on Tuesday, May 19, 
as Gov. Jay Inslee announced 
10 more — including Thurston 
County — would have a chance 
for approval under extended cri-
teria.

During a press conference, 
the governor announced addi-
tional counties could apply for a 
variance allowing for movement 
into the second phase of his “Safe 
Start Washington” plan before 
June 1, the current date planned 
for a statewide shift after restric-

tions were put in place to stop 
the spread of COVID-19. Lewis, 
Clark, Spokane, Adams, Mason, 
Clallam, Kitsap, Island and San 
Juan counties were also added to 
the list.

The new criteria requires 
counties to have less than 10 new 
cases per 100,000 of population 
of residents in a 14-day span, 
which Inslee said is consistent 
with guidelines from the Centers 
for Disease Control and Preven-

tion.
Ten counties had previously 

received approval for a variance, 


