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Yelm 
Community 
Relief Fund 
Adds $27,505 
to its Coff ers
Local Business 
Grant Program 
Gets $109,620 
to Help With 
Recovery
BY PAUL DUNN 

Nisqually Valley News

Thanks to the $150 billion 
Coronavirus Relief Fund estab-
lished under the federal CARES 
Act, the Yelm Community Re-
lief Fund has added a whopping 
$27,405 to its coffers. The Ro-
tary Club of Yelm will benefi t, 
too: It will receive $5,000 of that 
amount to help fi nance its sum-
mer feeding program for youth.

The relief fund — created 
in early April to help qualifi ed 
local residents impacted by the 
COVID-19 crisis pay their bills, 
buy groceries and meet other 
critical expenditures — was 
founded as a community part-
nership between Yelm Mayor 
JW Foster and his wife Nicki 
Foster, the Tumwater-based non-
profi t TOGETHER!, and Amer-
ica’s Credit Union Foundation 
(ACU).

As of Tuesday, June 16, 
the fund had raised $23,000 
in donations from Yelm-area 
citizens and distributed $10,237 
to 29 eligible applicants. 
Donations included $3,518 from 
Jason’s Greenhouse in Yelm, 
$2,500 from Windermere Real 

‘An Asset to the Community’

BY PAUL DUNN 

Nisqually Valley News

M
anley Wilbur 
Goodwin eats 
one piece of 
chocolate a 
day.

That’s it: One Whitman’s 
Sampler delight per 24 hours.

The rural Thurston County 
resident could eat more, one 
would think. After all, the World 
War II veteran just reached 95 
years old and fully retired just 
seven years ago after moving 
houses for a living the past 80 
years.

At this point, he could darn 
well do just about anything legal 
his little heart wants. Such as 
gorging on chocolate.

But he doesn’t. He instead 
feasts on vegetables such as 
corn and caulifl ower and acorn 
squash from the massive garden 
he plants with his wife Janet 
Goodwin on their 8-acre spread 
near Rainier.

“They’re just good food, and 
I like ‘em,” he said last week 
from a covered patio next to his 
one-story home.

Call it self discipline from 
a bonafi de member of The 
Greatest Generation — a sweet-
toothed metaphor, perhaps, for 
the elderly man’s integrity.

“He doesn’t drink or smoke, 

but he has to have his one piece 
of chocolate a day,” says Ja-
net, his wife of 39 years, with a 
laugh. 

Manley Goodwin grins at his 
wife’s spoiler alert.

“Caramel chocolates have al-
ways been my favorite, I guess,” 
he adds, nodding his head. 

Robert Schilt, who has 

Paul Dunn/Nisqually Valley News

Manley Goodwin, 95, spent nearly 80 years in the house-moving business, first started by Goodwin’s father Pappy in 1932. Behind him 
on the Rainier property he shares with wife Janet Goodwin is replica of a house-moving operation partially built by Goodwin himself.

A Hidden Cost of the Pandemic? Suicides, Says � urston County Coroner 
BY ERIC ROSANE

erosane@yelmonline.com 

Five Thurston County resi-
dents have died after testing pos-
itive for COVID-19 as of Tues-
day, June 23, according to county 
health offi cials. 

But according to county 
coroner Gary Warnock, the true 
death toll is higher when taking 
into account suicides linked to 
the pandemic. 

Since March, Warnock told 
the Nisqually Valley News two 
county residents who committed 
suicide left behind notes saying 
that they had contracted the dis-
ease. 

In another case, a retired 
man who had to go back into the 
workforce killed himself after 
his wife’s business experienced 
fi nancial turmoil. 

“He just couldn’t handle it. 
It was because his wife’s busi-

ness began 
to fl ounder,” 
Warnock said, 
adding that 
they learned 
the informa-
tion through his 
family. 

The overall 
number of sui-
cides and calls for mental health 
assistance have seen spikes in 
the months since the coronavirus 

outbreak and associated govern-
ment-ordered restrictions began 
taking its toll on the local econ-
omy and the public’s health, ac-
cording to Warnock and a com-
munity call center. 

Warnock said his offi ce has 
seen an increase in the number 
of suicides and noted the likely 
connection to the ongoing CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

In 2019, the offi ce recorded 
50 deaths from suicide, and so 

far in 2020 there have been 28 
— including four so far in June 
— putting the county on track to 
exceed last year’s count.

Data from the coroner’s of-
fice shows that firearms have 
been used in the majority of 
suicides over the past three 
months. 

Nationwide, the coronavirus 
pandemic, mandated business 

Volume 98, Issue No. 26

Subscriber mailing label below this line

Follow Us on Facebook
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/NISQUALLYVALLEYNEWS

Gary 

Warnock

■ SEE YELM, PAGE A8 

VALLEY  NEWS
NISQUALLY

$100

800.562.8761

Deeply rooted 
in working together. MOBILE &

ONLINE,

 TOO!

C
H
6
0
3
8
4
8
b
w

At 95, Rainier WWII Veteran Manley Goodwin Still Going Strong

■ SEE SUICIDE, PAGE A8 

■ SEE MANLEY, PAGE A8 

After graduating from Rainier High School in June 1943, Manley Goodwin, 95, joined the United 
States Army in April 1944 at age 18. He was in the service well into 1946 when he and other soldiers 
spent time destroying remaining Japanese military equipment after the country surrendered.
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