
BY DANIEL WARN

dwarn@yelmonline.com

Roy residents Frank Servine 
and Jerry Kelley are among the 
few people who truly understand 
the scope of the Apollo space 
project.

Kelley actually worked on 
the Apollo 11 spacecraft and 
Servine worked in the fire room 
of the aircraft carrier that ran 
communications for the vessel’s 
oceanic pickup.

This month marks the 50th 
anniversary of Neil Armstrong 
and Buzz Aldrin taking man’s 
first steps on the moon

“It’s like, from one extreme 
to the other,” Kelley said. “My 
end of it was when the capsule 
was first being wired. (Frank’s) 
was picking it up at the end of 
the project.”

Kelley’s job with the space-
craft was to check out the basic 
wiring harness that en-
gineers at the space 
division in Down-
ing, California, 
put in the space 
capsule itself. 
He would go 
in and check it 
for continuity 
and any insula-
tion breakdowns 
that could occur.

This work was 
done by a machine 
called a DIT-MCO, with stands 
for Drive In Theater Manufac-
turing Company.

“In those days, we didn’t 
have computers like you have to-
day,” Kelley said. “A DIT-MCO 

was actually a machine used to 
check out wiring in drive-in the-

aters, and it was used to 
check out the wiring 

in the Apollo proj-
ect. They were 
all mechanical 
and the pro-
grammers pro-
grammed the 
machine with 
cards, punch 

cards. Then 
they would trans-

fer that to celluloid 
tape. Then you run the 

tape through the machine. We 
would run the tape about three 
times, and as we go we would 
have corrections made.”
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BY ERIC ROSANE

erosane@yelmonline.com

Thurston and Pierce counties 
were among nearly a dozen other 
counties that will be the recipients 
of a total state investment of $45 
million by the Washington State 
Salmon Recovery Funding Board 
to help salmon populations. 

The Nisqually River will be 
the prime benefactor between 
these two counties, which will 
receive a combined total of $3.6 
million in grants from the state 
Salmon Recovery Board. Grant 
funds will go toward improving 
salmon habitat and conserving 
pristine shorelines and river-
banks, according to a Monday, 
July 8, media release. 

Property acquisitions around 
the Nisqually River by a number 
of land trusts and local organiza-
tions will total around 209 acres, 
thanks to these grants, and listed 
projects include native plant re-
introduction, improved shoreline 
shading, habitat restoration, the 
creation of buffer areas and the 
removal of levees and berms on 
the river. 

Some grants will fund conser-
vation efforts on smaller bodies of 
water such as Lackamas Creek. 

The Nisqually Land Trust will 
spearhead many of the efforts 
on the Nisqually. Each grant 
recipient will contribute a certain 
proportion of funds toward their 
respective projects. 

Habitat restoration and 

BY ERIC ROSANE

erosane@yelmonline.com

A number of recreation and 
conservation efforts within the 
Nisqually Watershed will re-
ceive a portion of nearly $126 
million in grants announced 
earlier this week by the Wash-
ington State Recreation and 
Conservation Funding Board. 

“At a time when public lands 
are more and more at risk of be-
ing developed or lost altogether, 
these grants prioritize our out-

door spaces so that current and 
future generations can continue 
to enjoy and protect them,” 
Gov. Jay Inslee said Tuesday, 
July 2, in a media release. 

Projects include the reno-
vation of the Washington De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife 
Nisqually Handicap Water Ac-
cess Site, an easement to pre-
serve forestry and stream flow 
in the Busy Wild Creek For-
est, prairie preservations on 

Nisqually Watershed Among Recipients of 

$126M in Recreation, Conservation Grants

Roy Residents Worked on Apollo 11 

Project From Worlds Apart

Sheriff Suggests Using Old Jail as Site for Homeless
BY ERIC ROSANE

erosane@yelmonline.com

Thurston County Sheriff John 
Snaza has extended an idea to 
county officials looking to solve 
the ever-increasing homelessness 
problem — use the old county jail 
as an existing mitigation site. 

The real question officials 
have is whether it would provide 
an adequate space for services? 
The answer is probably not. 

Over the last month, Scott 

Bannister, a 
Yelm resident, 
has been at-
tending city and 
county govern-
ment sessions 
attempting to 
get Snaza’s of-
fer on the move. 
During the June 
25 Thurston 
County Board of County Com-
missioners meeting, Bannister 
said he was even willing to have 

his own nonprofit take the charge. 
“There are families that are 

homeless. We want for them to be 
able to stay there and be able to 
get a shower, get cleaned up and 
go out and look for a job — better 
themselves. I know there’s a lot of 
them that want to, they just don’t 
have the opportunities,” Bannis-
ter said. 

In an interview with the 
Nisqually Valley News, Snaza 
said the 200-bed facility could 
provide a great place for people 

to get food, shower and find ser-
vices. 

“The unfortunate thing is that 
it was a jail. But my big thing is 
that it provides a bed, a safe en-
vironment. You have the necessi-
ties there,” Snaza said. ”The best 
thing is that it is in the public es-
tate still, it’s not out of sight or out 
of mind.”

Snaza also voiced disagree-
ment with the way public offi-
cials are currently addressing the 
homelessness issue throughout 

the county.
Thurston County and other 

small governments are currently 
in the early stages of seeing if a 
homeless mitigation site could 
be feasible and, if so, what kind 
of services it would need to pro-
vide to the community. Accord-
ing to a report by The Olympian, 
the county has looked at two sites 
— a county owned property near 
Tumwater and a site in Lacey near 
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Jerry Kelley, at left, and other workers in Downing, California, at 
North American Rockwell Space Division, a NASA contracting 
company, pose for a photo with the wiring of Apollo 11 shown on 
display.

Courtesy Photo

The Department of Fish and Wildlife will use a grant to redevelop 
the water access site known as the Nisqually Handicap Water 
Access Site in Thurston County on the Nisqually River.

Daniel Warn/Nisqually Valley News

Roy residents Frank Servine and Jerry Kelley pose for a picture as they chat about their time working 
on separate ends of the Apollo 11 project.
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