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Gov. Inslee: ‘Stay Home, Stay Healthy’ 
BY RICK BANNAN

For Nisqually Valley News

Washington state has joined a 

number of other states across the 

country with Gov. Jay Inslee’s an-

nouncement of the “Stay Home, 

Stay Healthy” order prohibiting 

many businesses and all gather-

ings for at least two weeks.

Inslee announced the order 

during an address Monday night. 

Chief among the order’s stipula-

tions is a ban on all gatherings, 

both public and private of any 

size, while also closing business-

es both deemed non-essential and 

not able to offer remote working 

options for employees.

The order is meant to pro-

mote social distancing practic-

es — generally, keeping 6 feet 

away from others — that had 

been encouraged in past weeks 

to stop the spread of COVID-19, 

Gov. Jay 
Inslee 
addressed 
his decision 
to issue a 
stay home 
order on 
Monday.

n See INSLEE, Page a10 

Yelm Mayor Takes Measured 

Approach to COVID-19 Locally 

Paul Dunn / Nisqually Valley News

City of Yelm administrative assistant Ashlee Sund, 33, rings her tiny bell in unison with Yelm Mayor JW Foster last week to demonstrate 
how they greet each other in the morning. They ring the bells again on Friday afternoons to herald the coming of the weekend.

JW Foster 

Urges Caution, 

Not Panic

BY PAUL DUNN

Nisqually Valley News

A coin’s spinning in front of 

Yelm Mayor JW Foster.

One side of the coin lists the 

public health emergency declara-

tions recently enacted by Wash-

ington state, Thurston and Pierce 

counties, and the cities of Olym-

pia and Lacey.

The other side of the coin 

lists the potential ramifications 
of those declarations: anxiety, 

apprehension, isolation … hoard-

ing toilet-paper.

The declarations allow the 

county and cities to augment 

their normal daily activities to 

combat COVID-19, the illness 

caused by the novel coronavirus 

SARS-CoV-2. As of Tuesday, 

March 24, the coronavirus has 

sickened 11 people in the county 

and 2,221 statewide — with 110 

deaths. 

On Monday, Gov. Jay Inslee 

augmented earlier emergency 

declarations by issuing a “Stay 

Home, Stay Healthy” order. It re-

quires all Washington residents 

to stay home “unless they are 

pursuing an essential activity,” 

such as shopping for groceries, 

seeing doctors or performing 

work duty that requires them 

to leave the house. The decree 

stipulates that all non-essential 

businesses close within 48 hours 

n See MAYOR, Page a11 

Paul Dunn / Nisqually Valley News

Yelm Community Services Program Assistant Amelia Jimenez, 
19, left, and YCS Executive Director Cindy Cecil, 63, load canned 
goods into bags on March 23 in the YCS Food Bank warehouse.

Revenue Down, Needs 

Up at Yelm Food Bank 
BY ERIC ROSANE

erosane@yelmonline.com 

The food bank at Yelm Com-

munity Services has been under 

significant pressure since tem-

porary closures were announced 

last week to limit the spread of 

COVID-19.

Most of the usual offerings at 

Yelm Community Services have 

been closed off to the public or 

are being deferred to other lo-

cal resource providers. The food 

bank, which is now open only on 

Thursdays from 1 to 3:45 p.m., 

has seen a rise in demand. 

Food bank Director Cindy 

Cecil said they plan on keeping 

their location open for as long 

as they can, until they’re ordered      

n See FOOD, Page a10 

COVID-19 

Cases 

Increase, 

as Do Job 

Losses
BY ERIC ROSANE

erosane@yelmonline.com 

Thurston County had tal-

lied 11 cases of COVID-19 as of 

Tuesday, March 24, but that’s not 

the only concerning number that 

continues to climb.

Amid new efforts to slow the 

spread of the virus — including 

the ongoing closure of bars, res-

taurants and entertainment facili-

ties as well as the new, more in-

clusive stay home order by Gov. 

Jay Inslee — the number of peo-

ple out of work has skyrocketed. 

The Washington state Em-

ployment Security Department 

reported on Friday, March 19, 

that new unemployment claims 

during the week of March 8 

through March 14 saw a stark 

increase. Claims nearly doubled, 

from 7,606 the week before to 

14,154.

New unemployment insur-

ance claims are also expected to 

continue to rise due to COVID-

19-related layoffs, the state agen-

cy reported. 

Overall, Thurston County 

saw an increase, from 265 new 

claims the week before to 351. 

Pierce county experienced a 

spike as well, from 950 new 

claims to 1,559. 

On Saturday, Providence 

Health and Services opened a 

drive-through triage and swab 

n See CASES, Page a10 


