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On the corner of Yelm Av-
enue and First Street stands a va-
cant structural icon, the historic 
H.L. Wolf & Company building, 
which in four years will turn 100 
years old. 

The 4,800-square-foot build-
ing has stood empty amid the 
hustle and bustle of downtown 
Yelm since the Triad Theater 
closed last year. 

Owner Steve Craig said there 
are two reasons the building re-
mains vacant. For one, he’s look-
ing to fi nish out upgrades on the 
building. Secondly, he said he’s 
waiting for the perfect tenant. 

“I’m very mindful of it be-
ing something that is a good fi t 
for Yelm and the community,” 
he said. “I wouldn’t be excited 
about it being an appliance store 
where you buy refrigerators and 

Armed Protesters 
Rally for Gun Righs
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Anticipation and excitement 
was high Monday afternoon 
as about 80 third-graders from 
Rainier Elementary gathered in a 
study room to receive a free copy 
of the latest edition of “A Stu-
dent’s Dictionary and Gazetteer,” 
courtesy of the We Love Rainier, 
Washington advocacy group. 

The modern dictionaries have 
been donated to the third grade 
class for more than 25 years, but 
this year a different group took 
over the annual tradition. 

We Love Rainier presented 
the dictionaries Monday in the 

place of the Rainier Lions Club, 
which disbanded last year.

Students sat on the fl oor as 
Rainier councilmember and We 
Love Rainier member George 
Johnson explained the versatility 
of the multi-use dictionary and 
gazetteer. 

Many — but not all — were 
listening to Johnson’s words. 
Some were more distracted by us-
ing the dictionary as a hat or jug-
gling it like a hot potato. 

“I’m just happy I can do this. 
It’s an honor and a privilege,” John-
son told the Nisqually Valley News. 
“It’s kind of a right of passage.” 
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The victim of a fatal single-
vehicle crash that occurred on 
Rainier Road Southeast Saturday 
afternoon has been identifi ed as 
Marques L. Hudson, 39, of Olym-
pia, according to the Thurston 

County Coroner's Offi ce.
Hudson was on Rainier Road 

Southeast Near Military Road 
Southeast when his vehicle left 
the roadway at a high rate of 
speed and struck a tree, according 
to the Thurston County Sheriff's 
Offi ce.

Hudson, the only occupant of 

the vehicle, died at the scene, ac-
cording to the sheriff’s offi ce.

One lane of Rainier Road was 
closed for several hours after the 
crash.

The cause of the crash re-
mained under investigation as of 
the Nisqually Valley News’ print 
deadline. 
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The Washington State De-
partment of Ecology is current-
ly considering whether it should 
continue using a general permit 
approach to regulating the fi nal 
use and disposal of biosolids in 
Washington state as part of a 
process the state agency opens 
up every fi ve years to discuss. 

Since 1997, Ecology has 
renewed its intent to distribute 
general permits for biosolids 
management because it applies 
the same set of regulations and 
standards for all facilities, re-
gardless of where in the state 
the substance is being used. 

But some believe the re-
gional environment and appli-
cants could benefi t from a more 
individualized approach to ap-
proving applications. 

In a draft letter to Ecology, 
the Nisqually River Council 
wrote that it believes individual 

Olympia Man Dies in Rainier Road Crash
The Thurston 
County Sheriff’s 
Office shared this 
photograph of the 
crashed vehicle 
on Facebook. No 
other vehicles 
were involved in 
the crash. 

A Rainier ‘Right of Passage’
� ird-Graders Receive Dictionaries From We Love Rainier 

Eric Rosane / Nisqually Valley News

Rainier Elementary third-graders pose for a photo with their new dictionaries. The dictionairies were donated to the students free of 
charge by the We Love Rainier, Washington advocacy group. The Rainier Lions Club previously facilitated this event, but were unable to 
continue after they permanently disbanded late last year. 

Rainier councilmember George Johnson speaks Monday 
afternoon to Rainier Elementary third-graders. Each student 
received a 2019 edition of the Student’s Dictionary and Gazetteer. ■ SEE RAINIER, PAGE A10 

Yelm’s Iconic Wolf Building Remains at a 
Crossroads as Owner Awaits Perfect Tenant

■ SEE WOLF, PAGE A10 
H.L. Wolf & Co. located their Yelm store on the corner of Yelm 
Avenue and First Street. 

Nisqually 
River 
Council 
Pushes 
Ecology 
for New 
Biosolids 
Process

■ SEE PROCESS, PAGE A10 




