
Thursday, July 30, 2020  •  www.yelmonline.com

Yelm Lineman to Play 
Football at UC Berkeley
A7

Run on Guns 
Strains Local 

Businesses
A3

One New 
COVID-19 
Death 
Reported 
in County; 
Total Cases 
at 600
BY ERIC ROSANE
erosane@yelmonline.com 

A total of 594 cases of CO-
VID-19 had been reported by 
Thurston County Public Health 
and Social Services as of the 
NVN’s Tuesday morning press 
deadline.

Throughout the last month, 
Thurston County has been add-
ing close to 100 new cases of 
the virus every week. Though 
statewide hospitalizations and 
deaths from the virus have not 
seen a dramatic increase in re-
cent weeks, the continued spread 
of the virus continues to worry 
health professionals. 

“We are definitely seeing an 
increase in COVID-19 cases in 
Thurston County,” Thurston Pub-
lic Health Officer Dr. Dimyana 
Abdelmalek wrote in a July 24 
update to the community. “The 
most common ways people are 
becoming infected is through 
travel, social gatherings, and 
from other people within their 
households.” 

This comes as Thurston 
County reported the sixth per-
son to have died from COVID-19 
since the start of the pandemic. 
The resident was a man in his 
60s. 

By Nisqually Valley News Staff

A 58-year-old man died ear-
ly Saturday morning, July 25, as 
fire destroyed a mobile home in 
Rainier, according to the Thur-
ston County Sheriff’s Office.

Deputies responded to a re-
port of the fire in the 900 block 
of Tipsoo Lane North at about 
12:30 a.m. The home was up in 
flames when they arrived. 

Two of the three occupants 
of the residence were able to 
escape but the 58-year-old man 

who lived at the home could 
not. 

“The male was found de-
ceased in the residence after the 
fire was extinguished,” the sher-
iff’s office wrote on Facebook. 
“TCSO detectives and fire in-
vestigators are currently inves-
tigating the cause of the fire.”

The man’s name was not 
immediately released. Thurston 
County Coroner Gary Warnock 
told the NVN Tuesday that a 
dental test had been scheduled 
to confirm the man’s identity. 

Despite Obstacles, Traditions Persist at 
Buddhist Association Temple in Yelm

BY PAUL DUNN
Nisqually Valley News

Out of the corner of your eye 
as you round a curve on Yelm 
Highway S.E. just after it splits 
with State Route 510, you might 
notice what appear to be a pair 

of pink lotus-flower statues on ei-
ther side of a concrete-block wall 
adjoined by a black, wrought-iron 
gate.

If you turn your head quickly 
enough, you’ll see through the 
fence several bright yellow wood-
en buildings that resemble typical 
single-family Yelm homes. You 
might also notice a legion of stat-
ues standing erect throughout the 
property and a glass-and-wood 
enclosed shrine a bit further back 
called a “stupa,” which houses the 
property’s main Buddha statue.

This is the Wat Prachum 
Raingsey Buddhist Association 
temple, a unique Yelm marvel 
that has been slowly but surely 
evolving throughout the years 

Paul Dunn/Nisqually Valley News 

Chheth Chuon, 61, current president of the Wat Prachum Raingsey Buddhist Association in Yelm, prays on Friday, July 24, before 
statues representing the first students of the Buddha. 

Wat Prachum 
Raingsey Buddhist 
Association President 
Says Pandemic 
Has ‘Broken the 
Community Apart,’ 
But Temple Leaders 
Press Forward

Yelm Schools to Offer Options for Families
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The Yelm Community 
Schools district and its nine pub-
lic schools will offer a partly in-
person, partly online hybrid mod-
el for instruction come this fall. 

According to a newsletter 
published Monday, July 27, dis-
trict staff announced students 
will attend two full days of in-
person instruction and three days 
of online learning weekly for this 
upcoming school year. Under the 
current plan, about half of each 
school’s population is expected to 

be on campus at 
a time. 

The district 
is also offer-
ing an option 
for students to 
opt out and at-
tend classes on-
line five days a 
week with cer-
tified teachers. 

The option for online only 
courses closes on Wednesday, 
Aug. 5. More information can be 

found online at www.ycs.wednet.
edu.

This announcement comes fol-
lowing a survey that was sent out 
to parents the week prior gauging 
feedback on proposed options. 
The current plan looks similar to 
what other local districts, such as 
North Thurston Public Schools, 
plan on implementing. 

“It’s a hard progression be-
cause the regulations change on 
an almost daily basis, the data 
changes on a weekly basis, and 

what we think we know today is 
completely different on a short 
term timeframe,” Yelm Superin-
tendent Brian Wharton said. 

Things will feel different 
when students return to school 
this fall. In addition to required 
social distancing of 6 feet and 
face coverings, there will be large 
adjustments to lunches, recesses 
and the movement of students 
between class. 

Two Days 
of In-Person 
Instruction or All 
Online Classes 
to Be Offered

Yelm 
Superintendent 
Brian Wharton

Man, 58, Dies in Rainier Mobile Home Fire 

Thurston County Sheriff’s Office

A 58-year-old man’s body was found inside this torched mobile 
home Saturday, July 25. Two other occupants escaped.
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Buddhist monks Kosal Suon, 50, right, and Bunthon Sok, 50, 
kneel on Friday, July 24, at the entrance to the “stupa,” the main 
Buddha’s house on the grounds of the Wat Prachum Raingsey 
Buddhist Association in Yelm.


