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Thurston County Public 
Health and Social Services re-
ported an additional 11 cases of 
COVID-19 the week ending Sun-
day, May 10, bringing the total 
number of confirmed cases to 
123. 

The county has reported one 
coronavirus-related death in the 
two months since the first case 
of the virus was reported. As of 
Tuesday, May 12, 19 individuals 
have been hospitalized due to the 
virus and 113 individuals have 
recovered. 

A map released by Thurston 
County Public Health and Social 
Services shows that ZIP codes 
98501, 98503 and 98513 have 
the highest number of cases, 
with each registering more than 
15. Yelm’s ZIP code has had be-
tween five and nine cases while 
the Rainier area has had less than 
five.

Here are some additional 
numbers relating the coronavirus 
situation statewide and nation-
ally: 

• Washington state has re-
corded approximately 17,122 
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The Southeast Thurston Fire 
Authority will be delaying a 
bond proposition previously set 
for the August ballot that would 
have paid for the remodeling of 
two of the agency’s facilities if 
passed. 

The decision was made due 
to the ongoing COVID-19 crisis, 
specifically the impacts it has 
had on the economy. 

“We just don’t believe now is 

the appropri-
ate time to do 
that. We’re go-
ing to push the 
project back 
until we can 
get a good pic-
ture of what the 
economy looks 
like and what 
the jobless numbers look like,” 
Fire Chief Mark King said on 
Tuesday. 

With the pandemic leaving 
agencies such as SETFA in finan-

cial uncertainty, the department 
has opted to restrict expenditures 
down to essential spending only, 
King said. That means SETFA 
has put all nonessential projects 
on hold until the staff has a bet-
ter understanding of what the fi-
nancial outlook past the current 
budget cycle will look like.

SETFA’s August ballot mea-
sure would have substantially 
rebuilt Station 22 out on Lake 
Lawrence and provided a hous-
ing remodel for Station 24 in 
Rainier. 

King said those two projects 
are important because the fire 
department will need to eventu-
ally bring on more volunteers 
and career staff. Due to restraints 
with infrastructure, SETFA is 
unable to expand their force as 
the area grows in population and 
the agency sees an increase in 
need. 

The improvements to the two 
facilities were expected to im-
prove call response times and 
lower insurance rates for a num-
ber of residents. 

SE Thurston Fire Authority Removes Bond 

Measure to Revitalize Stations From August Ballot
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Soaring at low altitudes, 
two Boeing C-17 Globemaster 
cargo planes passed overhead 
the Yelm Family Medicine Pla-
za on Friday, May 8, as about 
100 or so health care workers, 
first responders and residents 
watched in awe and apprecia-
tion.

The flyover salute put on by 
Joint Base Lewis-McChord’s 
62nd Airlift Wing was part 
of a larger regional flyover, 
which took place from 12:30 
p.m to 2:44 p.m. in an effort to 
salute the Americans working 
daily on the frontlines of the 
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Two Boeing C-17 Globemaster cargo planes approach the Yelm Family Medicine Plaza on Friday, May 8, as a Southeast Thurston Fire 
Authority engine shoots water into the air. 

JBLM 62nd Airlift 
Wing Salutes 
Yelm Health Care, 
Frontline Workers 
With Regional 
Flyover

Yelm to Receive $274,000 in COVID-19 Relief Funds
By Nisqually Valley News Staff

The City of Yelm will receive 
approximately $274,050 in flex-
ible relief funding through the 
federal CARES Act, according 
to the Washington State Depart-
ment of Commerce. 

Thurston County and its sur-
rounding city governments will 

receive a combined $20 million 
in funding. The Department of 
Commerce says nearly $300 mil-
lion in relief funds were allocat-
ed based on population, and add-
ed that municipalities could use 
these funds on a flexible basis. 

“Cities and counties are the 
places we live — and they are 
the governments closest to the 

people,” Com-
merce Direc-
tor Lisa Brown 
said in a state-
ment on Friday, 
May 8. “They 
are taking ex-
t r a o r d i n a r y 
measures to 
protect their 

residents during the COVID-19 
pandemic while continuing to 
provide the basic services we rely 
on. Commerce is committed to 
moving these critical dollars as 
quickly as possible so communi-
ties can plan and prepare for safe 
reopening and recovery.” 

According to the Department 
of Commerce, local governments 

will be responsible for making 
determinations on what 
expenditures are necessary in 
accordance with the COVID-19 
financial recovery rules. A list 
of expenditures will not need 
to be disclosed, and cities can 
spend resources on anything 
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An onlooker watches as a Boeing C-17 Globemaster cargo plane passes over the Yelm Family Medicine 
Plaza.


