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RES-Americas 
Denounces 
Claims of 
Injured Worker
Contractor Stands 
By Claims of 
Unsafe Work Site at 
Skookumchuck 
Wind Project 
BY ERIC ROSANE
erosane@yelmonline.com 

RES-Americas, the primary 
contractor of a wind farm cur-
rently under construction on the 
Thurston-Lewis county border, is 
denouncing a number of claims 
of recklessness 
and preventable 
wo r k- r e l a t e d 
injuries levied 
against them by 
an injured con-
tractor. 

Blake Ben-
nett, a safety 
and health man-
ager with Mountain Crane Servic-
es, reached out to the Nisqually 
Valley News in early August with 
numerous claims about his expe-
rience working on the 38-turbine 
project. His story was published 
in the Sept. 3 edition of the news-
paper. 

Safety at the site has been in 
the spotlight since a 24-year-old 
Chehalis man died there earlier 
this year during a trench collapse. 
The death resulted in more than 
$500,000 in fines for the contrac-
tors involved. 

The wind project is set to go 
online later this year. 

Leaders with RES-Americas 
believe Bennett’s story contains 
“numerous false and unsupport-
able allegations that present an 
inaccurate (and sensationalized) 
narrative,” spokesperson Alicia 
Rivera wrote in an email, and that 
“RES Construction and the con-
tractors on location have worked 
hard to create a safe working en-
vironment for all personnel.”

In a phone interview, Bennett 
defended his claims and said the 
story was accurate.

“That job has had numerous 
problems. You cannot deny what 
happened to me. I don’t know how 
they can say anything about what 
happened about me … Any accu-
sations I make are based off what 
I’ve physically seen and been part 

Challenges Abound as Families Head 
Back to School Virtually This Week

BY ERIC ROSANE
erosane@yelmonline.com 

Rainier parent Joanna 
Strand had a plan 
ready for her kids af-
ter a shaky end to the 

2019-2020 school year. 
Strand, 40, originally wanted 

to teach her 9-year-old son Jason 
at home and let her 16-year-old 

son Jonathan go back to school 
to enjoy his junior year. 

But, due to COVID-19-re-
lated restrictions, her plan was 
turned on its head.

The change came after Thur-
ston County school superin-
tendents reported in July they 
would be going back to full-on-
line learning. She also learned 
the special education classes at 

Rainier Elementary would only 
have one other student attending. 

“It’s good for Jason,” Strand 
said of her son, who has autism 
and a birth defect that affects 
his spine strength. “It’s just Ja-
son needs that one-on-one. It’s a 
much better thing to do instead 
of staring at a screen all day.” 

Jonathan, who was looking 
forward to going back to school 

to enjoy a sense of normalcy, ul-
timately went back to school on-
line. Strand said it was definitely 
a disappointment.

“It’s school without being 
able to horse around in the hall-
way,” she said. “There’s been a 
lot of precautions taken.” 

As students around the 
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L-R: Riley Lynch, 11, and his brother Kody Lynch, 8, both Rainier Elementary School students, perform online school studies on 
Tuesday, Sept. 8, as their mom Kerra Lynch-Arland, 40, looks on from her own computer at their home in Rainier.
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County and state health of-
ficials are bracing for a possible 
spike in the number of COVID-19 
cases reported in the weeks fol-
lowing Labor Day weekend. 

“We saw an increase in our 
cases following the Fourth of 
July weekend, many of which 
are attributed to gatherings that 
occurred over that weekend peri-
od,” Thurston County Health Of-
ficer Dr. Dimyana Abdelmalek 
said in a video prior to the holi-
day. “I’m continuing to monitor 
our case data and will continue 
to monitor it over the coming 
weeks.”

Cases Down, But County Health 
Officials Fear Labor Day Spike

Blake 
Bennett
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