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Students 
to Return 
to Remote 
Learning 
Until 
January
Thurston Health 
Officer Recommends 
Return to Virtual 
Learning as County 
Reports Fourth 
Consecutive Week 
of Record 
COVID-19 Cases
BY ERIC ROSANE
erosane@yelmonline.com

Thurston County’s health of-
ficer is recommending a return 
to distanced learning until Jan-
uary of next year, a letter pub-
lished Friday afternoon read.

The exception to the health 
officer’s recommendation is for 
cohorts of six students who have 
special needs. The transmission 
from hybrid learning to distance 
learning will be required to take 
place over the next two weeks.

“In addition to the increase 
in community transmission, this 
recommendation is necessary in 
Thurston County for multiple 
reasons,” Health Officer Dr. 
Dimyana Abdelmalek wrote. 
“Since our COVID-19 rate in-
crease began, we have seen an 
increase in outbreaks, including 
several instances in educational 
settings as well as long-term 

Two Local Scouts Join Inaugural 
Class of Female Eagle Scouts

Teens From Roy, Yelm Reach Highest Rank in Boy Scouts of America

BY ERIC ROSANE
erosane@yelmonline.com 

“I didn’t care if I was 
the first or last, I just 
wanted to be in the 
Scouts.” 

That’s how 16-year-old Col-
leen Fanning, of Roy, described 
the news of hearing she’d be 
among the first young women 
nationally to earn the coveted 
Eagle rank in the Boy Scouts of 
America (BSA). 

She and 17-year-old Tay-
ler Thomas, of Yelm, will be 
celebrated as the first class of 
female Eagle Scouts on Feb. 8 
next year. Around 10 girls from 
the Pacific Harbors Council — 
which includes Thurston, Pierce 
and Lewis counties — will be 
included in that class, accord-
ing to a news release from the 
council. 

“I have to say that I’m pretty 
fortunate to say that I’ve got this 
opportunity as a whole,” Thom-
as said. “Not many people get 
this opportunity, so I’m pretty 
fortunate to be able to say that 
I’ve got it.” 

The Eagle Scout ranking 
is the highest achievement and 
rank attainable in the Scouts 
BSA program. Only about 4 per-
cent of Scouts earn this rank, 
which requires having to earn 
21 different merit badges and 
endure a lengthy review process. 

According to the council, 
qualified Eagle Scouts need to 
demonstrate camping skills, 
leadership, environmental re-
sponsibility, first aid, citizen-
ship and family responsibil-
ity, among many other qualities, 
through badges. Their work also 
culminates into a final Eagle 
Scout service project. 

Projects are often hard work 
— but try adding on a pandemic 
to that, and it can also be a head-
ache. 

“She’s done a great job — all 
the girls have,” said Lisa Thom-
as, Tayler’s mother. “Especially 
going on a year with COVID, 
and having to work around that.” 

For her project, Thomas cre-
ated a small number of sensory 
play tables for Yelm Learning 
Tree Preschool. These tables 
were constructed largely out of 
wood, then filled with soil, sand 
and plants and filled with toys. 

Fanning installed a metal 
bench near a sidewalk off Stei-
lacoom Boulevard in a section 
known by Lakewood locals as 
the “Tunnel of Trees.” The area 
is part of a long-term environ-
mental improvement program, 
and the bench now serves as a 
resting stop for people to admire 
the nearby trees and nature. 

Thomas’s and Fanning’s 
projects are part of 365 total 
service projects that have been 
done in the three counties, ac-

cording to the council. These 
required nearly 1,365 hours of 
volunteer time that has benefited 
communities around the South 
Puget Sound area. 

The duo originally made the 
pages of the Nisqually Valley 
News back in 2018 when it was 
first announced that the girls 
would be establishing the first 
all-girls BSA troop — Troop 
1932, a reference to Amelia 
Earhart’s famous 1932 trans-At-

lantic flight which made her the 
first woman to fly solo across the 
ocean — in the area. The troop 
is currently composed of 13 in-
dividuals. 

Fanning, a high-energy teen 
with a noticeable appreciation 
for BSA, says that it wasn’t 
easy when they announced they 
would be forming their own 
troop. 
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Tayler Thomas, 17, of Yelm will be among the first girls to earn the Eagle Scout rank.

BY PAUL DUNN
Nisqually Valley News

With 6,000 ballots left to 
count as of Tuesday, Nov. 10, 
independent incumbent Gary 
Edwards is leading Democratic 
two-term Lacey City Council-
man Michael Steadman in the 
race for Thurston County Com-
missioner District No. 2. Stead-
man led Edwards on election 
night, Nov. 3, by 5,560 votes, but 

over the past 
week the lead 
has dwindled 
with every 
vote tally since 
then. 

E d w a r d s 
now leads 
S t e a d m a n 
50.31 percent 
to 49.26 per-
cent and was 
ahead by 1,561 votes as of Tues-

day, Nov. 10. A total of 148,119 
Thurston County residents have 
so far voted in the election, 
which is scheduled to be certi-
fied by the county on Nov. 24.

Reached at home on Tues-
day morning, Edwards sounded 
pleased by the vote count and his 
rapid rise over the past few vote 
tallies.

“I’m happier than I was a 
week ago,” Edwards laughed. “I 
do well in rural America, and it 

seems that the latest votes are 
coming in from there, and they 
generally vote more conserva-
tive.”

Edwards said his surge could 
also be attributed to a higher 
power.

“It also could be divine inter-
vention,” he said good natured-
ly. “The good Lord has been in 
charge of my whole life,” adding 
the Lord may still have a job for 
him to do. “I’m not a preacher, 

but I am a believer.”
As he anticipates a possible 

second term as commissioner, 
Edwards foresees challenges 
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Gary Edwards Pulls Ahead in Commissioner Race

Colleen Fanning, 16, of Roy, followed in her brother’s footsteps to 
become an Eagle Scout. 


