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Inslee 
Orders 
Sweeping 
COVID-19 
Restrictions
Rep. J.T. Wilcox, 
R-Yelm, Continues 
Call for Special 
Session to Aid 
Businesses 
BY RICK BANNAN 
AND ERIC ROSANE
For Nisqually Valley News

A number of businesses will 
have to restrict operations as part 
of a new set of 
orders issued 
by Gov. Jay In-
slee intended to 
stop the “third 
wave” of CO-
VID-19 in the 
state. It’s an 
executive ac-
tion similar but 
smaller in scope to the initial 
“Stay Home, Stay Healthy” or-
der put in place at the start of the 
pandemic.

During a rare Sunday morn-
ing press conference Nov. 15, 
Inslee announced several new 
restrictions ranging from ban-
ning indoor restaurant and bar 
service to more requirements on 
religious services. The orders 
are currently set to run for four 
weeks. The restrictions gener-
ally prohibit indoor operations of 
a number of business types and 
activities, or impose capacity 

Intensifying Pandemic Leads 
to Long Waits at Testing Site 
Providence Reports Waits of Up to Five Hours at Hawks Prairie Clinic

BY ERIC ROSANE
erosane@yelmonline.com 

As cases of COVID-19 
continue to surge in 
Thurston County, 

the testing site at Providence 
Medical Group’s Hawks Prairie 
location is starting to experi-
ence long wait times. 

In a joint news release pub-
lished Thursday, Nov. 13, by 
Thurston County and Provi-
dence, staff said community 
members experienced long wait 
times — up to four or fi ve hours 
— just to get tested for the re-
spiratory infection. 

The drive-through testing 
center is located at 2555 Mar-
vin Road NE in Lacey. It is op-
erating on weekdays, 9:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m., according to the 
county. 

Jared Wenzelburger / jwenzelburger@chronline.com

Medical professionals conduct COVID-19 tests at the Providence Hawks Prairie drive-up clinic on Monday in Lacey.

County Surges Past Weekly COVID-19 Record

BY ERIC ROSANE
erosane@yelmonline.com

The third wave of COVID-19 
infections is here in a big way. 

With communal transmission 
rates surging, Thurston County 
Public Health and Social Ser-
vices reported a fi fth consecutive 
week of rising cases of the respi-
ratory infection. 

The week of Nov. 9-15, Public 
Health reported 389 new diagno-
ses of the virus — nearly double 
the 189 cases it reported the week 
before, which was a weekly high. 

The county also reported its 
40th death from the virus over 

the weekend, a man in his 50s. As 
of Tuesday morning’s press dead-
line, the county had tallied a total 
2,532 diagnoses since the start of 
the pandemic in March. 

Magen Johnson, the county’s 
COVID-19 public information 
specialist, said the large casel-
oads remain a result of continued 
high transmission rates broadly 
within the community. 
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Reports Record 389 
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Cars are seen lined up around the parking lot at the Providence Hawks Prairie drive-up COVID-19 testing location on Monday in Lacey.

Medical personel at the Providence Hawks Prairie drive-up COVID-19 testing site use non-contact 
thermometers on visitors in Lacey on Monday.■ SEE CASES, PAGE A9 


