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ROCK SPRINGS — The American Legion Archie Hay Post 24 color guard opened the Red Desert Roundup Parade on Saturday with a bang.

See a video at rocketminer.com and more photos on Page A7.

Red Desert Roundup Parade returns

ROCK SPRINGS– Visitors to the Flyrks.com website 
will now have an easier time finding information about 
aviation and the range of amenities in Sweetwater 
County. The new-and-improved website is part of a 
wider effort to be more responsive to airline passen-
gers, pilots, and the community in general, according 
to a press release.

“The new website is more attractive and better 
reflects our brand,” Airport Director Devon Brubaker 
said.

“But just as importantly, it’s more functional. It’s 
mobile-friendly. The layout and navigation are more 
intuitive, and it’s going to be much easier for us to make 
updates about all that’s happening at the airport.”

The airport’s distinctive brand marketing campaign, 
which reminds people that flying local is more friendly 
and uncrowded, is now carried throughout the site.

“’Fly the way you live’ is our tagline,” said Brubaker. 
“We want the way of life we all enjoy in this part of the 
state to shine through our services. Short lines, free 
parking, friendliness, low-stress and no hassle are all 
important ingredients to that experience.”

The other watchwords at the airport are job creation 
and economic activity. A recent statewide economic 
impact report found that every dollar invested in gen-
eral and commercial aviation in Wyoming returns over 
$7 and as much as $10 to the community.

Among Wyoming’s airports, Southwest Wyoming 
Regional Airport is one of the most active in sup-
porting jobs and the economy, the release said. Other 
projects underway or recently completed are a new 
Bureau of Land Management SEAT Base, a fuel farm, 
a maintenance facility, an a modernized and expanded 
commercial terminal, a hangar remodel, and a rehabili-
tation of the airfield.

To find out more, visit www.Flyrks.com.

SOUTHWEST WYOMING REGIONAL AIRPORT

Airport launches 
new website

By MORGAN HUGHES
Casper Star-Tribune

Via Wyoming News Exchange

CASPER — State Health Officer Dr. Alexia Harrist 
is recommending vaccinated residents in areas with 
moderate to high COVID-19 transmission wear face 
masks in indoor public settings, she told the Star-Tri-
bune on Thursday.

Just eight Wyoming counties are seeing low enough 
transmission for that recommendation not to apply, 
according to state data. That list includes Crook, 
Hot Springs, Johnson, Natrona, Niobrara, Sheridan, 
Washakie and Weston counties.

That leaves 15 other counties, including four of the 
five largest in the state: Laramie, Campbell, Sweetwater 
and Albany.

The recommendation comes two days after the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention issued 
similar guidance that vaccinated residents in areas with 
low vaccine uptake should again don masks indoors as 
a more contagious variant of the virus spreads.

That variant, called the Delta variant, is already con-
sidered dominant in Wyoming, Harrist said.

It’s considered between 50-60% more contagious 
than its predecessor the Alpha variant, which was 
already about 50% more contagious than the original 
virus strain. It is also believed to be better at thwarting 
vaccines, though Harrist emphasized vaccinated indi-
viduals who do contract the Delta variant are far less 
likely to experience severe illness.

State health officer 
recommends 
mask use inside in 
public settings
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By DUSTIN BLEIZEFFER

WyoFile.com

Lawmakers last week, 
bolstered by an improving 
revenue forecast, said they 
continue to favor spending 
cuts and tapping Wyoming’s 
“rainy day fund” to temporar-
ily address an estimated $270 
million education-funding 
deficit. Forecasters had previ-
ously predicted a $300 million 
deficit.

Barring significant cuts, a 
major rebound in Wyoming’s 
energy sector or the identifi-
cation of new revenue sources, 
redirected rainy-day funds and 
investment returns may fall 
short of the education revenue 
gap by 2025 or sooner, accord-
ing to state forecasts.

Faith in such a rebound is 
where lawmakers differ. Some 
are confident in the state’s abil-
ity to continue tying education 
funding to mineral revenues. 
They prefer more cuts in K-12 
spending and expect that 
growing returns on invest-
ments will make up for declin-
ing mineral revenue. Others 
want to avoid major cuts and 
say the only long-term solution 
is to find new revenues from 
non-mineral sources.

Former House Speaker 
and current member of the 
education committee Steve 
Harshman (R-Casper) has faith 
in the future of Wyoming’s 
mineral-based economy, he 
said. He’s also optimistic that 
Wyoming’s investment returns 
will grow the state’s rainy day 

account — officially the Leg-
islative Stabilization Reserve 
Account — to the point that it 
can function as an endowment 
and backfill future shortfalls in 
mineral revenue tied to educa-
tion funding.

Harshman also favors a lim-
ited state land swap with the 
federal government in Teton 
County, which would provide a 
one-time injection of millions 
of dollars into the state’s school 
trust.

“It’ll work out,” Harsh-
man told fellow members of 
the Joint Interim Education 
Committee during a July 19 
meeting in Saratoga. “We’re 
still going to have schools in 
2025-26 and beyond, and so 
we’ll just keep working on 
this.”

For others — a minority of 
the Legislature and the Joint 
Education Interim Committee 
— faith in a fossil fuel recov-
ery, reliance on the rainy day 
account and expectations of 
continually growing returns on 
investments is not a prudent 
strategy for the future of K-12 
funding.

“There really are only two 
options,” Sen. Chris Rothfuss 
(D-Laramie) told WyoFile. 
“One is to raise additional rev-
enues, and the other is to gut 
education. And so far, we’ve 
avoided both.”

A series of Wyoming 
Supreme Court decisions man-
date “equitable and adequate” 
funding for K-12 schools 
throughout the state. To satisfy 
the mandate, Wyoming has 
“recaptured” and redistributed 

revenues from fossil fuel-rich 
counties to equalize what 
would otherwise be major 
funding disparities among 
Wyoming school districts.

But the system only works if 
Wyoming continues to enjoy 
massive injections of mineral 
revenue — most of which 
comes from federally man-
aged oil, natural gas and coal. 
Many lawmakers still display 
confidence in Wyoming’s 
energy industries, particularly 
oil, although that confidence 
is tempered by fears that the 
Biden administration will 
severely limit federal mineral 
leasing and permitting.

Rothfuss said the modest re-
bounds in coal and oil produc-
tion and pricing since late 2020 
brings both temporary relief 
and a false sense of security 
for the future of K-12 funding. 
The long-term outlook for Wy-
oming’s fossil fuel industries, 
he believes, may continue on a 
downward trajectory.

Meantime, relying on the 
state’s rainy day account to 
fill the gap in school funding 
enables lawmakers to avoid se-
riously considering raising new 
revenue from sources other 
than fossil fuels.

“The idea, at its core, was 
the rainy day concept, in a 
hard time, you could use it 
to get you through the tran-
sition,” Rothfuss said. “It was 
not meant to be a solution, but 
the ability to adapt and adjust. 
What we didn’t anticipate, as 
that was being built up — and I 
was certainly a part of working 
to build that up over the years 

— we didn’t really expect that 
what it would do is to prevent 
anyone from having to make 
the difficult political choices 
to raise revenue when that 
became necessary.”

Harshman told commit-
tee members he believes 
the state can shore up K-12 
funding without major tax 
reform. The state had relied 
on federal coal lease “bonus 
payments” to fund the bulk 
of school capital construction 
needs, for example, and as 
that revenue source dried up 
it was replaced with returns 
from the state’s investments, 
Harshman said. The Legis-
lature also passed a measure 
to shift mineral ad valorem 
revenue payments from year-
ly to monthly to speed up the 
flow of cash to counties and 
the state’s K-12 operations 
fund.

“I’m going to defend the 
Legislature a little bit,” he 
said. “We’ve been labeled 
‘the do nothing Legislature.’ 
But the Legislature works in 
increments, and we’ve done a 
lot of good increments.

“Let’s don’t operate out of 
fear,” Harshman continued. 
“There’s been tougher times 
in our state’s history, and we’re 
going to work through this. 
But I would tell people, and the 
executive branch and others, 
we’re going to work in slow 
increments, and we’re going to 
keep doing little nuggets, and 
we’ll eventually keep working 
towards that solution.”

Wyoming education committee prefers 
‘incremental’ steps to K-12 funding crisis
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