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While Wyoming residents join millions of fellow Amer-
icans in contributing dollars and time to recovery efforts 
in hurricane-ravaged Texas, Florida and Puerto Rico, the 
full economic impact of the natural disasters outside of 
those areas won’t be known for a few months.

The western wildfires, which Wyoming experienced 
downwind this summer with dust and ash, didn’t help 
consumer expectations for the coming months either. 

CONSTRUCTION COSTS

A shortage of skilled labor nationally, including in Wy-
oming, was already squeezing the construction industry 
before the recent hurricanes, said Joe Speiring, Wyoming 
Contractors Association (WCA) communications and 
government affairs director. 

Firefighting 
funds drain 
US Forest 
Service
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While most of the country turned 
its attention to the hurricanes ravag-
ing the country’s coasts, the West was 
choking on smoke and watching local 
and federal fire-fighting budgets go up 
in flames. Even though Wyoming’s wild 
fire season was average, the state was 
covered in a thick haze for many days 
in late summer thanks to wild fires rag-
ing in other states across the West. 

Nationwide, fire-fighting costs 
have already surpassed the $2 billion 
mark according to statistics from the 
Department of Agriculture, making 
2017 the most expensive wildfire 
year on record. With about 8 million 
acres scorched, the Forest Service is 
now borrowing money from other 
budget areas to pay for this year’s fire-
fighting bill.

So, at the same time one side of coun-
try grapples with massive flooding and 
devastation caused by hurricanes, the 
other side works to address fire natural 
disaster. These issues are coming to a 
head in Washington, D.C. as Congress 
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Impact of hurricanes, 
wildfires still to be felt
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INDUSTRY HURDLES – Shortage of skilled labor is impacting Wyoming and the nation’s construction industry.

Lack of skilled labor continues 
to hurt construction industry
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Congress wrestles 
with improving 
funding method
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