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By NICOLE POLLACK

Casper Star-Tribune

via Wyoming News Exchange

CASPER — Gov. Mark Gordon issued an 
executive order on Tuesday that allows the 
Wyoming Department of Transportation 
to deliver additional gasoline, diesel and 
aviation fuel through Aug. 20.

Record-breaking travel and tourism cou-
pled with efforts to combat an early fire sea-
son are straining the state’s fuel reserves. But 
a shortage of available drivers has prevented 
the state from increasing its access to fuel.

“It is critical that we have adequate fuel 
supplies,” Gordon said in a statement. “This 
is particularly necessary for air support 
during this fire season. These emergency 
rules will help increase fuel deliveries with-
out potentially harmful 
delays.”

Under normal circum-
stances, drivers are limited 
to 14-hour workdays, 
and can spend no more 
than 11 hours per day on 
the road, according to Lt. 
Dustin Ragon of the Wyo-
ming Highway Patrol. The 
order institutes temporary 
emergency rules that will 
boost fuel availability by 
pausing the restrictions on drivers’ hours. It 
specifies that in spite of the suspended time 
limits, drivers will still be bound by all other 
regulations, and will be prohibited from 
operating delivery vehicles while fatigued.

“In particular, the concern was ensuring 
that we had adequate aviation fuel for the 
Forest Service, for air support and those 
types of actions,” said Michael Pearlman, 
Gordon’s communications director. “And 
so part of the reason (Gordon) signed the 
executive order was really to make sure that 
it wasn’t a transportation hiccup that was 
preventing fuel from making it to its desti-
nation, where it was needed.”

With transportation no longer a limiting 
factor, maintenance problems at refineries 
would be the most likely cause of any addi-
tional fuel shortages, said WYDOT Director 
Luke Reiner.

Wyoming is already facing a shortage of 
aviation fuel — particularly the jet fuel used 
to power larger planes — that is impacting 
commercial and general aviation airports 
throughout the state.

Both Dubois Municipal Airport and Hot 
Springs County Airport ran out of jet fuel as 
a result of the shortage, severely hampering 
operations, said Brian Olsen, aeronautics 
administrator for WYDOT.

“As far as our commercial service airports, 
I believe that they all have a supply right 
now,” Olsen said. “It’s pretty tight.”

And though Wyoming has not experienced 
significant shortages of diesel or gasoline 
this summer, concerns about future scarcity 
prompted the governor to preemptively in-
clude those fuels in the order, Reiner said.

By CARRIE HADERLIE

For The Sheridan Press

via Wyoming News Exchange

SHERIDAN — Most elementary-aged 
students in Wyoming receive less physical 
education than kids in other states — roughly 
two times per week, well below the national 
average of 2.5 times per week — according to 
the first-ever statewide survey of its kind.

“To get a snapshot of Wyoming, we asked 
PE teachers to describe how many minutes 
a week they see their kids. We asked about 
recess, and also some policy things like, ‘Is 
recess or PE withheld from kids ever?’ and 
whether physical education credits could be 
replaced with band or ROTC,” said Universi-
ty of Wyoming Division of Kinesiology and 
Health professor Ben D. Kern, who designed 
and distributed the Wyoming Association for 
Health, Physical Education, Recreation and 
Dance survey.

“We wanted to take an honest look at 
ourselves, and what this showed is that we are 
well below the national average in terms of 
offering physical education, especially in terms 
of elementary school,” he said.

In March of 2021, WAHPERD administered 
the Wyoming Physical Education and Physical 
Activity Policy Survey to teachers across the 
state, and responses came in from 175 teach-
ers, representing 36 of the 47 school districts in 
the state.

That survey showed that overall, physical 
education classes are offered to elementary 
students roughly two times per week, to middle 
school students on average 3.1 times per week 
and to high school students 3.5 times per week.

About 20% of teachers surveyed said less 
physical education was offered to students 
during the 2020-21 school year, with 31% 
reporting they had larger class sizes than class-
room teachers at their school.

This summer, the Wyoming Department 
of Education is collecting public input on the 
2021 Wyoming Health Education Content 
and Performance Standards and the 2021 
Physical Education Content and Performance 
Standards at the request of the State Board of 
Education. While this process is independent 
of the UW study, the public is welcome to 
comment on the proposed standards.

Laurie Hernandez, director of standards and 
assessment at the WDE, said that with all its 
standards reviews, the state starts with a com-
munity input period and an educator period.

“We ask questions through a survey about 
the current standards, what they like and what 
they don’t,” Hernandez said, adding that the 
review committee keeps the following in mind: 
“Why are the standards in the content area we 
are talking about important, and what do we 
want the committee to know?”

“This is all designed while thinking, ‘What is 
the end goal? What do we want kids to be able 
to do when they graduate?’ and making sure it 
is a successful path forward,” she said.

Sheridan County School District No. 2’s 
Mitch Craft said that SCSD2 deeply values 
physical and health education.

“We make PE and health a priority because 
we know that the well-being of our students 
is essential for their quality of life and lays a 
foundation for learning across the other con-
tent areas,” he said.

Developing healthy habits, fitness levels and 
overall wellbeing during childhood increases 

the likelihood that students will maintain these 
factors beyond high school, he said.

“We want our students to live great lives 
both in school and beyond,” he said.

SCSD2 is “happy that the state is revising the 
PE and health standards for Wyoming,” Craft 
said.

“Science in these areas advances rapidly, 
so it’s time to update the standards to ensure 
alignment with the latest knowledge and 
advancements in this content area,” he said. 
“Once the new standards are released, we will 
work with our educators to do a deep dive into 
what has changed. We will then provide the 
team with resources and training to ensure 
successful implementation in our schools.”

To that end, Kern has helped to create the 
Wyoming Physical Education Teaching (Wyo 
PETe) Collaborative, which began in the 
summer of 2020. Wyo PETe is tasked with 
providing PE and health teachers continuing 
professional development they need in order 
to stay current in their field, which ultimately 
benefits Wyoming children.

There are significant challenges like funding, 
Wyoming’s rural nature and finding profes-
sional development opportunities specific to 
the content area that impact on how much, and 
what quality of, PE and health classes Wyo-
ming students receive. Wyo PETe currently has 
approximately 140 Wyoming physical educator 
“collaborators,” Kern said, and the organization 
collaborates with WAHPERD to provide profes-
sional development with a strong emphasis on 
student social and emotional learning in phys-
ically active settings. Wyo PETe offered its first 
professional development series online in 2020.

By ARIEL BERNATH

For the Laramie Boomerang

Laramie City Council 
signed a resolution Tues-
day supporting the 
initiatives of Alba-
ny County Public 
Health to achieve a 
COVID-19 vaccina-
tion rate of at least 
70%.

During the coun-
cil session, Albany 
County Public 
Health Officer, Dr. 
Jean Allais, asked 
for support from 
the City Council to reach 
this vaccination level in the 
community.

“We need to get to a point 
where so many people have 

COVID that even those 
who can’t be protected with 
a vaccine … won’t get sick,” 
Allais said.

According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC), 
100% of the popu-
lation does not have 
to be vaccinated in 
order to reach herd 
immunity. However, 
there is a threshold 
percentage neces-
sary to reach herd 
immunity, and the 
state of Wyoming 
is far from reaching 

that as of right now.
“There is a number we 

need to reach to protect the 
most vulnerable members of 
our community,” Allais said. 
“That number is really com-

plex, but the most common 
number we’ve heard is 70%.”

Currently, 43% of Alba-
ny County’s population is 
fully vaccinated. As of July 
6, almost 32% of Wyoming’s 
population is fully vaccinat-
ed. Wyoming ranks 48th in 
vaccination efforts.

In the United States, only 
Arkansas, Mississippi and 
Alabama have lower vaccina-
tion rates. There are people 
in the community who are 
unable to be vaccinated 
or are unable to develop a 
proper immune response 
through the vaccine. As the 
vaccination rate increases, 
more vulnerable community 
members will be protected.

“If the virus hits someone 
who has immunity, it’s like 
hitting a brick wall. It can’t 

spread any further,” Allais 
said. If vaccination rates im-
prove, Allais likened the end 
of the pandemic to a reced-
ing tide where overall cases 
will slowly start to ebb.

Currently available vac-
cines are protective against 
the original COVID-19 virus 
and its variants.

The Alpha variant is 
currently the predominant 
variant in Wyoming. This 
variant is 50% more trans-
missible than the original 
virus, and causes more 
severe illness and death. The 
Delta variant is 55% more 
transmissible than the Alpha 
variant. It potentially causes 
more severe illness, although 
this is still being studied. The 
Delta variant has been found 
in Albany County, and Allais 

anticipates the number of 
Delta variant cases will in-
crease exponentially over the 
next few weeks and months.

Allais said one of the efforts 
she hopes the city of Laramie 
will support with this reso-
lution is the formation of a 
committee that includes public 
health, city and county gov-
ernment, the faith community, 
the University of Wyoming, 
Ivinson Memorial Hospital 
and the school district.

The committee will take a 
multifaceted approach to in-
creasing vaccination rates. This 
includes addressing misinfor-
mation people have been quot-
ing, as well as improving access 
to the vaccine. It will also look 
at different types of incentives 
for vaccinations, and working 
with primary care providers to 

educate patients.
During the public com-

ment portion of the discus-
sion around the resolution, 
Laramie citizen Brett Glass 
voiced his strong support 
for the vaccination initia-
tives. He also suggested the 
City Council take an even 
stronger approach, and draft 
a resolution asking the uni-
versity to require the vaccine 
for all students.

“In only a few weeks, we 
are going to get an influx 
of thousands of … students 
coming back to the Univer-
sity of Wyoming,” Glass said. 
For this reason, he feels it 
is even more important for 
Albany County to take more 
concerted actions.

Wyoming elementary students well below nationwide PE averages

Gordon issues 
rule to increase 
fuel supply
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Airmen from Ellsworth Air Force Base in Rapid City, South Dakota, salute at the end of the gravesite service Wednesday for Lt. Alva Ray Krogman, who 

was killed in action in 1967 in Laos. Krogman’s remains were returned to his hometown of Worland this week for burial.

Honoring a hero

Gov. Mark 
Gordon

City signs resolution supporting COVID-19 vaccination initiatives

Dr. Jean Allais
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