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Abby Gray tunes out the phones 
and conversations around her as she 
hunkers down over her laptop racing 
to meet deadline. As the newcomer in 
a packed newsroom, her desk space is 
a table in the common area between 
offices, which puts her directly in the 

firing line for noise and distractions. 
None of this fazes her. In fact, she 
seems to channel the chaos into tap-
ping  fingers.

Returning for her second year as in-
tern, the University of Wyoming senior 
appreciates the commotion and the 
chance to put what she has been study-
ing in her classes all year into practice. 
Nothing she has learned in school 
thus far, with the exception of a nuts-
and-bolts editing and AP style class, 
has prepared her for the experience of 
being a journalist.

Until now, that is, and Gray is thank-
ful that News Letter Journal Publisher 
Bob Bonnar gave her a shot in a news-
room in her hometown of Newcastle. 

Without any fanfare, Gray returned 
last Monday to pick up where she left 
off last summer. Like the other journal-
ists in the office, Bonnar throws assign-
ments at her and holds her to the same 
expectations as the veterans. Like 
the others, she is paid to be there, and 
Bonnar doesn’t believe in doing a lot of 
hand-holding, other than giving tips 
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CUB REPORTER – University of Wyoming senior Abby Gray appreciates the opportunity to build her skills while working as 
an intern at the News Letter Journal in Newcastle.
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A cigarette butt dropped into a liter 
of water containing 10 minnows will 
kill half the fish in 4 days. “Nicotine is 
one of the strongest insecticides in use 
today,” said Brian Deurloo, inventor 
of the Gutter Bin storm water cleaning 
device. “Casper has the highest rate of 
smokers in America. Over 31 percent of 
the population smokes, who dispose 
of millions of cigarette butts annually,” 
Deurloo said. “We needed to find a way 
to clean up just this one pollutant.” 

Duerloo, a mining engineer, started 
his company, Frog Creek Partners, less 
than 2 years ago. He has wanted to in-
vent something useful since the age of 
15, and has now created the Gutter Bin 
storm water filtration system. His com-
pany philosophy is, “Because clean 
water is a great thing!” 

The Sheridan native is finding trac-
tion for his devices that replace a storm 
sewer grate and gather up all sorts of 
pollutants. Within each Gutter Bin is 
a Mundus Bag, largely a burlap and 
mesh capture device that will remove 
99 percent of trash; 99 percent of ciga-
rette butts; 70 percent of hydrocar-
bons; 70 percent of sediment and more 
than half of heavy metals. Mundus is 
Latin for “clean world,” Deurloo said.
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