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By CARRIE HADERLIE

For the Boomerang

Lawmakers are considering 
increasing the size of the Legislature 
to 62 representatives and 31 senators 
after discussion from a months-
long redistricting process has often 
resulted in gridlock.

For many years, the Wyoming 
Legislature has been made up of 30 
senators and 60 representatives. But 
Sen. Tara Nethercott, R-Cheyenne, 
said during Thursday’s Joint Cor-
porations, Elections and Political 
Subdivisions Interim Committee 
meeting that a change in size would 
be neither new nor profound.

“Historically, the Legislature has 
had even more legislators than this 
amount. This is not a new concept 
for us to consider, or particularly 
profound in that way. The purpose 
is to identify the greatest amount of 
concern that we heard and provide 
solutions, really maximizing solu-
tions to concerns,” Nethercott said.

The 62-31 plan proposes two 
additional House districts, one in 
Laramie County and one roughly 
between Converse and Natrona 
County, but otherwise general-
ly follows the existing 60 House 
districts plan, according to Michael 
Swank with the Legislative Service 
Office. It would alter Senate and 
House district nesting pairs, as it 
would add a new Senate seat to the 
Legislature, and it contemplates one 
Senate seat nested between Natro-
na and Converse counties and one 
nested between Platte and Laramie 
counties.

Every 10 years, the Legislature 
must undergo a redistricting process 
to ensure that voting districts match 
population shifts as measured by 
the U.S. Census, and lawmakers are 
tasked with ensuring each district is 
substantially equal to any other, at a 
plus or minus 5% deviation in size. 
By adding two extra House districts 
to the map, the average district size 
goes down, meaning the deviation 
also goes down, Swank said.

“All districts would be within de-
viation in (the 62-31) plan,” Swank 
said.

Previously contemplated plans 
allowed several counties in the 
Bighorn Basin area to be drawn at 
6.2% below population, which Sen. 
Charles Scott, R-Casper, said created 
potential for future lawsuits.

Sen. Ogden Driskill, R-Devils Tow-
er, said that after the meeting Thurs-
day, the committee would no longer 
entertain discussion of new plans.

“There will be adjustments to 
these maps, there just won’t be ma-
jor changes,” Driskill said.

By EVE NEWMAN

Boomerang Writer

even@laramieboomerang.com

A 20-year law en-
forcement veteran has 
announced his can-
didacy for Albany 
County Sheriff.

Joel Senior, a 
criminal inves-
tigator for the 
Wyoming Live-
stock Board and 
a 19-year veteran 
of the Laramie 
Police Department, 
announced run for 
the office Jan. 15 in front 
of supporters at the Albany 
County Fairgrounds.

“The office of the Alba-
ny County Sheriff should 
be occupied by a seasoned 

professional with real law 
enforcement experience, 
someone that has a vested 
interest in providing pro-
fessional policing services 
in Albany County,” he said 
in his speech. “The current 

appointment is the 
result of a politi-
cal agenda rather 
than adequate due 
process to select 
the most qualified 
candidate.”

During an in-
terview Thursday, 
Senior said he’s 
motivated to run 
in part by what he 

described as an increasing 
division between law en-
forcement and the commu-
nity.

By HANNAH BLACK

Wyoming Tribune Eagle

A U.S. District Court 
judge denied a motion for 
a preliminary injunction 
Thursday that 
sought to halt Gov. 
Mark Gordon’s 
appointment of a 
new state superin-
tendent of public 
instruction.

The decision 
cleared the way 
for Gordon to 
announce Thurs-
day afternoon that 
he’d chosen Brian 
Schroeder, who has been a 
teacher and administrator in 
private schools in Califor-
nia, Wisconsin, Michigan 
and Wyoming, and worked 
as a family and youth coun-
selor.

Most recently, Schroeder 
served as Head of School at 
Veritas Academy, a private 
Christian school in Cody, 
according to a news release 
from the governor’s office.

Schroeder will serve until 
January 2023, unless he runs 
for the office and is elected to 
the position this November.

Former State Superinten-
dent of Public Instruction 
Jillian Balow announced Jan. 

13 that she would 
be resigning from 
her position to take 
a similar job in 
Virginia.

On Tuesday, a 
group of more than 
a dozen plaintiffs, 
including former 
Speaker of the 
House Tom Lubnau, 
filed suit alleging 

that the process used by 
the Wyoming Republican 
State Central Committee on 
Saturday to select three pos-
sible appointees to replace 
Balow was unconstitutional. 
Plaintiffs said the process, 
which has been used before, 
violated the “one man, one 
vote” principle laid out in 
the Wyoming and U.S. con-
stitutions.

By ABBY VANDER GRAAFF

Boomerang Writer

avandergraaff@laramieboomerang.com

Wyoming is known as one of the 
most politically red states in the 
country, but Albany County Dem-
ocrats say they are finding ways to 
make their voices heard as they head 
into this year’s budget session of the 
Legislature, which begins Feb. 14.

“We are a minority in our state, 
but not necessarily in Albany 
County,” said Carrie Murthy, who 
chairs the Albany County Demo-
crats. “We really focus hard on our 
local races. Local races are what 
impact our community most on a 
day-to-day basis.”

There are nine Democrats total 

in the 90-person Wyoming Leg-
islature: seven in the House of 
Representatives and and two in the 
Senate. Four of them — almost half 
— represent Albany County.

Aside from one Libertarian 
and one Independent in the 
House, this leaves 79 republi-
cans in the Legislature.

This leaves Albany County 
Democrats working with a 
nearly 88% supermajority 
that forces them to be un-
conventional in representing 
their constituents.

“My approach to the session is 
on policy,” said Karlee Provenza, 
D-Laramie, who represents House 
District 45. “I find people that I 
agree with and don’t agree with on 
policy and we have conversations.

“As a Democrat in Wyoming, you 
have to throw that party affiliation out 
the door. … Take care of people back 
home and find a way to do that.”

The best way to get things done 
as a Democrat in Wyoming is 
through relationship building, 
hard work and coming prepared 
with facts and data to support your 

viewpoint, Provenza said.
Murthy said the strength of 

the Albany County Dem-
ocratic Party comes from 
its grassroots, democratic 
approach. Elected Reps. 
Provenza, Trey Sherwood, 
Cathy Connolly and Sen. 
Chris Rothfuss will be on 
the front lines for the party 

during the upcoming legislative 
session.

Although politics by nature can 
be divisive, common values and 
goals are what Democrats in the 
Cowboy State focus on to work 
with their Republican counterparts.

“They just care deeply about our 
community,” Murthy said. “They 
are incredibly smart and dedicated. 

They listen to their constituents and 
they report back to their constitu-
ents.”

Freshman state Reps. Provenza 
and Sherwood have active Twitter 
pages where they break down issues 
and keep the public up to date. They 
also hold weekly “Freshman Friday” 
livestreams with Sweetwater County 
Rep. Chad Banks, where they explain 
current issues in the Legislature.

This is crucial to Murthy, who 
said this type of engagement allows 

the public to stay engaged with the 
party and politics in a way they 
wouldn’t be able to if left to wade 
through convoluted bills and meet-
ing procedures on their own.

Albany Dems: A blue island in a sea of red
With nearly half of the Democrats 

in the Wyo. Legislature, delegation 

focuses on issues over parties

Wyo. Legislature
2022 Session

CONTACT YOUR 
REPRESENTATIVES

Send emails to representatives 
using the format firstname.
lastname@wyoleg.gov or visit 
wyoleg.gov/legislators for 
contact information.

Send letters to 200 W. 24th 
Street, Cheyenne, WY 82002.

ATTEND THE 
LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS

Doors open at the state capitol 
at 6:30 a.m. during legislative 
sessions.

To testify virtually via 
Zoom, visit: wyoleg.gov/
Calendar/20220201/Meeting and 
click “testify.”

To watch a video of the 
sessions, visit: youtube.com/
wyominglegislature.

For more information, 
visit: wyoleg.gov/docs/
CitizenGuidebook.pdf.

Latest plan to redraw lines 
would add 3 lawmakers

One proposal has state House 
up to 62 seats, Senate to 31

Red lines mark the 62 Wyoming House districts proposed in one of the redistricting 

proposals the 2022 state Legislature will consider during its 20-day session that begins 

Feb. 14. Redrawing representative lines is required every 10 years after reults of the U.S. 

Census are compiled.

Under one of the proposals to redraw Wyoming’s state House districts, the city of 

Laramie would be broken into four districts: two for the main part of the city, one north 

and east of the city and another that includes West Laramie and the surrounding rural 

areas of Albany County.

Former longtime LPD officer 
to run for county sheriff
Joel Senior wants to ‘stand up for people 
who can’t stand up for themselves’

Judge denies injunction, 
Gordon names new 
state superintendent

MORE ONLINE
Read this story online at 

laramieboomerang.com to 
view full maps of the proposed 
new state House and Senate 
seats under a plan that would, 
if approved, add three new 
lawmakers to the Legislature.

Joel Senior

Bill Schroeder

More DEMS  |  A3

More SHERIFF  |  A3

More SCHROEDER  |  A3
More REDISTRICTING  |  A3


