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Girl Scout cookies take 
flight in drone deliveries

Missing out on Thin Mints in 
the pandemic? A Google affili-
ate is using drones to deliver 
Girl Scout cookies to people’s 
doors in a Virginia community. 

The town of Christiansburg 
has been a testing ground for 
commercial delivery drones 
operated by Wing, a subsidiary 
of Google’s corporate parent Alphabet. 

Now the company is adding the iconic boxed cookies 
to the more mundane drugstore offerings, FedEx pack-
ages and locally-made pastries, tacos and cold brew 
coffees it’s been hauling to a thinly populated area of 
residential subdivisions since 2019. 

Wing said it began talking to local Girl Scout troops 
because they’ve been having a harder time selling 
cookies during the pandemic, when fewer people are 
out and about. The organization jumped on the new 
twist to its skills-building mission.

Formal start of final phase of Afghan pullout by U.S.
The final phase of ending the 

“forever war” in Afghanistan 
after 20 years formally began 
Saturday, with the withdrawal of 
the last U.S. and NATO troops by 
the end of summer.

President Joe Biden had set 
May 1 as the official start of the 
withdrawal of the remaining 
forces – about 2,500-3,500 U.S. 
troops and about 7,000 NATO 
soldiers.

Even before Saturday, the 
herculean task of packing up 
had begun.

The military has been taking inventory, deciding what 
is shipped back to the U.S., what is handed to the Afghan 
security forces and what is sold as junk in Afghanistan’s 
markets. In recent weeks, the military has been flying 
out equipment on massive C-17 cargo planes.

The U.S. is estimated to have spent more than $2 tril-
lion in Afghanistan in the past two decades, according to 

the Costs of War project at 
Brown University, which docu-
ments the hidden costs of the 
U.S. military engagement.

Defense department officials 
and diplomats told The Associat-
ed Press the withdrawal has in-
volved closing smaller bases 
over the last year. They said 
since Biden announced the with-
drawal date in mid-April, only 
roughly 60 military personnel 
had left the country.

In a statement Saturday, Tali-
ban military spokesman Zabi-

hullah Mujahid said the passing of the May 1 deadline for a 
complete withdrawal “opened the way for (Islamic Emir-
ate of Afghanistan) mujahidin to take every counteraction 
it deems appropriate against the occupying forces.”

However, he said fighters on the battlefield will wait 
for a decision from the leadership before launching any 
attacks.
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By Kathryn Palmer | Wyoming Tribune Eagle

CHEYENNE – Spring has finally arrived in Cheyenne 
and summer is on its way.

Perhaps nowhere was that more apparent Saturday 
morning than at the Cheyenne Depot Plaza, where dozens 
of residents lined up with their decorated bicycles ready 
to ride through the streets for the May Day Pedal Push.

Saturday’s bike parade also marked the re-launch of 

the city’s re-ride program. The Downtown Develop-
ment Authority has purchased more than 20 bright or-
ange bicycles that residents can rent to ride for $1 an 
hour using an app called Koloni.

The bike share program was scheduled to launch this 
time last year, but the pandemic dampened the excite-
ment. So, the DDA used Saturday’s bike parade as an 
opportunity to re-launch the program.

Summer kicks off with bike 
parade, bike share program

Max Tanis, 6, and Emma Golden, 8, lead the pack during the bicycle parade Saturday at the Depot in downtown Cheyenne. 
The parade, which kicked off the Summer Re-Ride bicycle program, was followed by May Day celebrations that included 
flower crowns, pole wrapping, and face painting. Michael Cummo/Wyoming Tribune Eagle

By Tom Coulter
Wyoming Tribune Eagle

CHEYENNE – Recent re-
cord levels of rain and snow in 
southeast Wyoming have 
been welcomed by local 
ranchers, although moving 
into the summer months, the 
long-term weather outlook in 
the state remains hotter and 
drier than usual.

After recent rainfall in the 
region, which followed a his-
toric snowstorm in mid-
March, drought conditions 
have improved substantially. 
While all of Laramie County 
was listed as being in moder-
ate or severe drought in late 
February by the U.S. Drought 
Monitor, the latest update last 
week showed nearly all of 
Laramie County, along with 
Platte and Goshen counties, 
as only “abnormally dry,” the 
second-lowest intensity level.

“The combination of that 
big snowfall, most of which 
melted and went into the 

ground because the soil really 
wasn’t frozen that much, then 
this very nice rain this week, I 
would say that in terms of 
both water supply and cer-
tainly forage growth, it’s pret-
ty positive over in this corner 
of the state,” said Jim Magag-
na, executive vice president 
of the Wyoming Stock Grow-
ers Association.

For ranchers in the south-
east region of the state, the 
grass supply should be good 

At a glance

Recent precipitation in southeast 
Wyoming has been a relief for 
local ranchers, although moving 
into the summer months, the 
long-term weather outlook in the 
state remains hotter and drier 
than usual.

Since earlier this year, drought 
conditions in the region have 
improved drastically. 

Rain, snow 
bring relief 
to SE Wyo. 
ranchers

See Relief, page A2 See Bikes, page A2


