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By STEVE STEINER

ssteiner@laramieboomerang.com

It wasn’t only patrons 
who were happy the Albany 
County Public Library 
reopened, so too were its 
staff members. However, re-
opening the library was not 
simply a matter of unlocking 
the front doors.

“It was an ongoing pro-
cess, readying the library,” 
said Bailey Murray, techni-
cal services librarian. “We 
had to think about a lot of 
things.”

There were the Center 
for Disease Control (CDC) 
guidelines, as well as those 
issued by the county health 
department.

“What we had to do was 
change the procedures,” 
she said. “We had to ask 
ourselves what our patrons 
needed.”

One of those factors the 
library staff focused upon was 
health, particularly vaccina-
tions. Practically every person 
associated with the library is 
now fully vaccinated.

As vaccinations increased 
and rates of infection 
declined, the decision was 
made to reopen. The May 
1 date, was not deliberately 
planned.

“It simply worked out to 
that,” Murray said.

Not everything has re-
turned to what it was before 
the pandemic, though. 
There are a number of pro-
grams yet to be re-instituted.

“We’re hoping to have 
those programs back by the 
fall,” Clara Robbins said. 
She is the teen and tweens 
specialist. Despite that, the 
feedback she has received 
thus far has been positive. 
“People are happy.”

Among those who are 
happy was Camille Chris-
tensen, who was there with 
three-year-old daughter Jay-
sa, and one-year-old Nico. 
In fact, it appeared that Nico 
was the happiest among the 
three as he scurried about, 
touching items, scattering 
books and bookmarks.

“We’ve been coming a 
lot,” Camille Christensen 
said as she chased after her 

son, picking up what he had 
dropped to the floor. “I’m 
excited for when they ‘ll 
start doing stuff for chil-
dren.”

With that the picked up 
Nico, all the while a canvas 
back containing books to be 
checked out was slung on 
her opposite shoulder.

Not everyone was there to 
take out books. One person, 
a young lady named Stacey 
(who refused to give her last 
name) was seated at a table, 
hard at work on a laptop 
computer. She was there be-
cause she had research to do 
and where she was staying 
was one of the areas hit by 
a rolling blackout by Rocky 
Mountain Power’s project to 
update its system as well as 
do needed repairs.

In another part of the 
library, an 83-year-old man 
— who asked that his name 
not be used — sat at a table 
with several newspapers he 
planned on reading.

“To tell the truth, I’m 
mostly killing time,” he said. 
“It’s a nice way to while away 
the day.”

By MARISSA TAYLOR\

mtaylor@laramieboomerang.com

A new reader-friendly publication con-
cerning the City of Laramie’s recommended 
budget was released Friday, making the 
city’s budget and planning not only trans-
parent but easily accessible to the commu-
nity.

In the publication, it is noted that devia-
tion from the standard budgeting process 
was necessary because of the COVID-19 
pandemic. During this time, several poten-
tial contracts from city projects were denied 
unless previously scheduled over multiple. 
Additionally, City Manager Janine Jordan 
implemented a city purchasing spending 
freeze March 23 2020.

“The uncertainty surrounding economic 
impacts of the 
pandemic has 
required close 
monitoring of 
revenue and 
strict spend-
ing controls,” 
Jordan wrote in 
a letter to city 
personnel and 
the Laramie community.

But Laramie finds itself in a better position 
as it prepares for fiscal year 2022.

“I’m pleased to report that the cumulative 
effect of the early spending freeze … has 
placed the organization in a much more rea-
sonable fiscal position than was anticipated,” 
Jordan wrote.

Revenue is incontrovertibly an essential el-
ement to balancing the recommended bud-
get, and the forecasted revenue for FY2022 
— which derives from multiple sources such 
as intergovernmental revenue or miscella-
neous state-shared distributions, i.e. cigarette 
tax or assistance payments — is $78,201,510. 
This will help initiate new improvement 
projects in Laramie.

Per the brief, the recommended expen-
ditures for FY 2022 is $171,574,062; of this, 
over 80% is designated for capital investment 
and personnel (benefited and non-benefited 
employees).

By STEVE STEINER

ssteiner@laramieboomerang

The excitement was palpable in the 
playground at Indian Paintbrush El-
ementary school Thursday morning 
as students from three third grade 
classes could hardly sit still as they 
watched Phil Bergmaier — aided by 
several assistants — inflate a weather 
balloon, as well as check and recheck 
monitoring equipment, including a 
tracking device.

Bergmaier, a Ph.D. in atmospheric 
science at the University of Wyoming 
and with the Wyoming NASA Space 
Grant Consortium, would eventually 
launch a weather balloon as part of a 
project with Jane Raulston, a teacher 
at the elementary school. Attached to 

the weather balloon would be several 
boxes containing items students had 
gathered that would make up the 
balloon’s payload.

“The purpose is to see what hap-
pens to the items after the balloon 
bursts,” Raulston said. “It’s going to 
be so exciting. We can’t wait.”

Thursday was an ideal day for the 
project. There wasn’t a cloud in the sky 
and the weather was already climbing 
toward the low 60 degrees Fahrenheit. 
It was in sharp contrast to the day 
before, with on and off snow, rain and 
temperatures that didn’t climb above 
the 40s. It was also calm Thursday.

“If it had been 26 mile per hour 
winds, we couldn’t have this,” Raul-
ston said.
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Library reopens to enthusiastic response
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It’s Mom to the rescue as Camille Christensen prepares to pick up the books her son, Nico, age 1, has 

dropped to the floor at the Albany County Public Library.
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Haley and Randy Davis, back-

ground, with their five sons. 

Beau, left, in the foreground 

is a special needs child. See 

John M. Walker’s column, 

Page A4.
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Up, up and away!
Third graders help in launching weather balloon

BY STEVE STEINER/LARAMIE BOOMERANG

Science came alive May 6 for third grade students at Indian Paintbrush Elementary 

School when a weather balloon was launched at the school. Prior to the 9 a.m. launch, 

crew members inflate the balloon and check monitoring and tracking devices.
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