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CHEYENNE – One of the 
major issues of the Wyoming 
Legislature’s recent general 
session – Medicaid expansion – 
will soon be back before state 

lawmakers for consideration 
ahead of a likely special session 
in mid-July.

The decision to again consid-
er expanding Medicaid cover-
age to an estimated 24,000 
people in Wyoming was one of 
several choices made by the 

Legislature’s Management 
Council during its meeting Fri-
day. The Management Council, 
which consists of leading law-
makers and is tasked with set-
ting the legislative agenda, 
mulled a wide range of topics to 
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“Godzilla” shark found in 
N.M. gets a formal name

The 300-million-year-old 
shark’s teeth were the first 
sign that it might be a dis-
tinct species. They were 
squat and short, less than an 
inch long.

“Great for grasping and 
crushing prey rather than 

piercing prey,” said discoverer John-Paul Hodnett, 
who was a graduate student when he unearthed the 
first fossils of the shark at a dig east of Albuquerque in 
2013.

This week, Hodnett and a slew of other researchers 
published their findings in a bulletin of the New Mexico 
Museum of Natural History & Science identifying the 
shark as a separate species.

He named the 6.7-foot monster Dracopristis hoffma-
norum, or Hoffman’s Dragon Shark, in honor of the 
New Mexico family that owns the land in the Manzano 
Mountains where the fossils were found.

Coronavirus hug image named 
World Press Photo of the Year

A photo symbolizing “love and com-
passion” of an 85-year-old Brazilian 
woman getting her first embrace in 
five months from a nurse through a 
transparent “hug curtain” was named 
the World Press Photo of the Year on 
Thursday. 

It was the second time the Danish 
photographer who shot the image has 
won the prestigious award. 

The choice of a winning photo por-
traying the global pandemic was al-
most inevitable for the contest 
covering a year in which news around 
the globe was dominated by the virus 
that has killed nearly 3 million people, 
including more than 360,000 in hard-
hit Brazil. The image by Mads Nissen captured the moment Rosa 
Luzia Lunardi was hugged by nurse Adriana Silva da Costa Souza 
at the Viva Bem care home Aug. 5 in Sao Paulo.
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Lawmakers will again 
eye Medicaid options

By Nick Reynolds | WyoFile.com

Wyoming Congresswoman Liz Cheney on Tuesday 
criticized plans by the Biden administration to with-
draw U.S. troops from Afghanistan before this year’s 
20th anniversary of the Sept. 11 terror attacks.

The planned troop withdrawals would mark the 
United States’ exit from a nearly two-decade long 
conflict in the Middle Eastern country set off by at-

tacks orchestrated by extremists in 
the desert nation.

It is the longest war in U.S. history. 
Some 2,500 U.S. troops and another 
7,000-plus NATO forces would be 
affected.

“President Biden’s decision 
hands the Taliban and al Qaeda a 
propaganda victory, abandons our 
global leadership position, and plays 

into our adversaries’ hands,” Cheney said in a state-
ment. “As we saw with President Obama’s reckless 
decision to pull troops out of Iraq in 2011, retreat 
does not end the fight against terrorism. It merely 
gives our enemies more room to reconstitute and 
plot attacks against the homeland.”

Public support for withdrawing troops from Af-
ghanistan is mixed. However, a majority of Americans 
favor ending the U.S. military’s involvement under a 
hypothetical presidential authorization, according to 
polling data. War-weary officials in the Trump and 
Biden administrations have called for a drawdown of 
troops there with Trump setting and Biden now ex-
tending a May 1 withdrawal deadline. Some troops 
would remain to guard the U.S. Embassy in Kabul.

“We’ve long known that military force would not 
solve Afghanistan’s internal political challenges, 
would not end Afghanistan’s internal conflict,” a se-
nior Biden official told reporters, according to a read-
out of the announcement from the White House. 

Cheney rails 
against troop 
withdrawal
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Sen. Cale Case, R-Lander, watches a presentation from Wyoming Department of Transportation Director Luke Reiner during a House 
Transportation, Highways and Military Affairs Committee meeting March 30 inside the state Capitol. The committee was considering 
Senate File 73, which authorizes a long-term plan to establish a tolling program for Interstate 80. The committee tabled the bill indefi-
nitely. Michael Cummo/Wyoming Tribune Eagle

See Medicaid, page A2


