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Kaylee McLeland never met her uncle.
The 16-year-old Thunder Basin High 

School junior was wearing her Bolts’ 
cross-country uniform Thursday before 
the 11th annual Memory of the 8 run 
began.

This year’s run marked the 20th an-
niversary of the drunken driving crash 
that killed eight University of Wyoming 
cross-country student-athletes Sept. 
16, 2001. One of the runners killed was 
Campbell County High School graduate 
Morgan McLeland.

In the crash, a drunken driver collid-
ed with the vehicle carrying eight UW 
athletes as they returned to Laramie 
from Fort Collins, Colorado. The crash 
happened just five days after the 9/11 
terrorist attacks.

Morgan is Kaylee’s uncle. Even though 
he died before she was born, Sept. 16 
is always a day Kaylee and her family 
anticipate.

“I like the run because I always get to 
hear all these cool memories about my 
uncle and all of the other runners,” Kaylee 
said. “It makes me feel kind of closer to 
them, and it’s just really cool to see 
all these people here support-
ing driving safe and staying 
sober.”

The McLelands have had 
a family tradition to always 
eat hamburgers for lunch 
on Sept. 16, Kaylee said. It 
was Morgan’s favorite meal.

The lunchtime tradition 
is just one example of making 
a once-tragic day more of a day 
of celebration. The Memory of the 8 
run has been a big part in bringing the 
community together to celebrate the lives 
and memories of the eight lives lost 20 
years ago.

“It means a lot and it’s incredible to see 
all these people come out,” Kaylee said. 
“Each year I feel like it grows so much 
and it’s just incredible to see.”

Thursday’s run had about 350 runners 
and many other guests hanging out in 

the parking lot of the M&K Oil Co. 
One of those guests was Wyo-

ming Gov. Mark Gordon.
“I think anytime we can 

remember the tragedy that 
befell these eight (young 
runners) is unbelievably 
important,” Gordon said. 

“We’ve lost too many lives 
senselessly for people driving 

while they’re impaired.”
Gordon met with friends and 

family members of the eight runners 
who died in the crash. Morgan’s mother, 
Debbie McLeland, joined Gordon before 
the race to share a message with the crowd.

“The promise of these kids that was 

lost that morning on that highway is 
heartbreaking for all of us,” Debbie said 
to the crowd. “We miss them every day 
and I know the other families miss their 
family members just as much as we miss 
Morgan.

“Every single one of them was a cham-
pion.”

‘HIGHWAY OF DEATH’
Like the other 19 times Sept. 16 has 

rolled around on the calendar since that 
night 20 years ago, Thursday was difficult 
for the Schabron family in Laramie.

Like Morgan McLeland, Nick Schabron 
was running for his home state university. 
That the anniversary of the tragic crash 
is so close to the 9/11 terrorist attacks is 
a reminder of how difficult things were 
then around the United States, said Nick’s 
father, John Schabron.
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Runners get off the starting line for Thursday’s Memory of the 8 run in Gillette. The event commemorates the eight University of Wyoming 

cross-country runners who were killed by a drunkeen driver Sept. 16, 2001.
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By DUSTIN BLEIZEFFER

WyoFile.com

Via Wyoming News Exchange

Wyoming Superintendent of Public 
Instruction Jillian Balow is backing pro-
posed legislation to deter public schools 
from teaching aspects of critical race theory, 
citing one student’s notes as evidence of the 
threat to the state’s education.

Critical race theory is an academic study 
of systemic racism and inequality rooted in 
the nation’s history that its scholars say helps 
explain continuing biases and disparities in 
modern American life. Though the theory 
has existed for decades, it has become a 
political flashpoint in the last year as school 
districts wrestle with incorporating it into 
curricula, with right-wing politicians and 
others attacking it as dangerous indoctrina-
tion.

At a Sept. 10 press conference at the State 
Capitol, Balow, a Republican, joined the 
lead sponsor of the Civics Transparency 
Act, Senate Majority Floor Leader Ogden 
Driskill (R-Devils Tower) and co-sponsor 
Senate President Dan Dockstader (R-Afton), 
to support the measure. She said critical 
race theory has already crept into Wyoming 
public school classrooms, threatening to in-
doctrinate the state’s youth against U.S. and 
Wyoming efforts to rectify those inequali-
ties.

Balow said her evidence of the threat 
includes notes regarding classroom lessons 
that “lead students to make conclusions 
that support Marxism in the absence of 
any comparison to other theories or other 
concepts.”

Upon WyoFile’s request, Balow provided 
what she said was evidence: handwritten 
class notes by a Wyoming middle school 
student that a parent of the student gave to 
Balow.

The notes document some fundamen-
tals of Marxism and struggles between 
class systems in history, as well as theories 
about male dominance in societal struc-
tures. The seven pages of penciled notes 
include a 10-question quiz about Marxism 
as well as references to the role of industri-
al revolution in society, the film “Marxist 
And Cheese” and the notion of “feminism 
theory.”

Balow did not follow up with the school 
or teacher to learn about the specific lesson 
or course material that were the source of 
the student’s notes, she told WyoFile.

“A parent expressed a concern and it 
became my concern as I looked at the notes 
as well,” Balow said. “It added to, really, 
what’s a growing queue of concerns from 
citizens and constituents across the state. So 
I wouldn’t say that my response to this par-
ticular concern did more for me than add to 
a queue of concerned parents about content 
that, you know, that’s possibly creeping into 
our classrooms.”

Balow also cited a Fordham Report, a 
publication of a conservative education 
group, that gave Wyoming an “F” grade for 
inadequate standards in U.S. history and 
civics.

Driskill will introduce, and Dockstader 
will co-sponsor, the Civics Transparency 
Act, Driskill said during the press confer-
ence.

The measure aims to thwart aspects of 
critical race theory, such as institutional 
racism and inequality as founding and 
persisting features of the United States and 
modern life in America, from being taught 
in Wyoming classrooms without compre-
hensive context.

Race for remembrance
Families, friends of UW 8 mark 20th anniversary of tragic crash

Gov. Mark Gordon hugs Debbie McLeland, mother of Morgan McLeland, who was killed along 

with seven of his teammates by a drunken driver Sept. 16, 2001.

Balow cites 
student’s notes in 
backing anti-critical 
race theory bill 
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