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By EVE NEWMAN

even@laramieboomerang.com

A bill amending Wyoming 
statutes governing charter 
schools, which was passed 
into law last month without 
a signature from Gov. Mark 
Gordon, will allow Laramie 
Montessori Charter School to 
consider offering a preschool 
program in coming years.

The bill, sponsored by Sen. 
Ogden Driskill, R-Devils Tow-
er, makes a handful of changes 
to current rules, including 
allowing the State Loan and 
Investment Board to authorize 
a charter school, a task that has 
traditionally been the jurisdic-
tion of local school districts.

Of interest to Laramie Mon-

tessori, an amendment spon-
sored by Rep. Ocean Andrew, 
R-Laramie, and Sen. Chris 
Rothfuss, D-Laramie, specifies 
that charter schools may not 
charge tuition to students in 
grades K-12. Previously, the 
law stated that charter schools 
could not charge tuition at all. 
The difference means charter 
schools can now offer tui-
tion-based preschool.

Jeff Verosky, director of 
Laramie Montessori Charter 
School, said the school had 
formed an ad hoc committee 
to explore ways to offer pre-
school. The idea came about 
after Montessori Children’s 
House of Laramie, a Montes-
sori preschool that opened 
several years ago, decided not 
to re-open last fall, in part 

because of struggling enroll-
ment due to the Covid-19 
pandemic. The preschool is a 
separate entity from the K-6 
public school but was found-
ed by the same group, Friends 
of Laramie Montessori.

Verosky said that according 
to the Montessori model, pre-
school students are grouped 
with kindergarteners in the 
same multi-age classroom. 
Older students work together 
in grades 1-3 and 4-6 as well.
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Post-wildfire hazards along the North 
Platte River on the west side of the Snowy 
Range, Medicine Bow-Routt National For-
ests, have prompted a temporary camping 
prohibition for public safety during spring 
run-off and until hazardous conditions 
subside.

Effective immediately, overnight camping 
is prohibited on National Forest System 
lands within 1,000 
feet of the center-
line of the North 
Platte River, from 
the point the 
North Platte River 
flows across the 
Routt National 
Forest bound-
ary immediately 
south of the Routt 
Access trailhead/
recreation site to the point the North Platte 
River flows north across the Medicine Bow 
National Forest boundary near the conflu-
ence with Savage Run Creek.

The affected National Forest area is in 
southeast Wyoming and north-central 
Colorado, on lands managed by the Parks, 
Laramie and Brush Creek/Hayden Ranger 
Districts in Albany and Carbon counties in 
Wyoming and Jackson County in Colorado.

The closure is necessary to minimize the 
threat to human life and safety. Due to the 
2020 Mullen Fire, there is increased poten-
tial for hazards along the river, including 
debris flows, flash floods and hazard trees.

Day use of the river and other associated 
activities, such as fishing and rafting, may 
still take place.

Forest visitors should expect to find a 
changed landscape when they enter the 
burned area, with multiple new hazards. 
Specific to the North Platte River and its 
tributaries, water flows have potential to 
increase quickly, carrying burned debris, ash 
and soil along with it. Debris, log jams, trees 
and strainers may create new obstacles and/
or rapids in the river.

Everyone near and downstream from the 
burned areas should remain alert and stay 
updated on weather conditions that may 
result in heavy precipitation over the burn 
scars. Flash flooding may occur quickly 
during heavy rain or rain-on-snow events. 
Current weather and emergency notifica-
tions can be found at the National Weather 
Service website, weather.gov/cys/.

Information about recreation site status, 
maps, Burned Area Emergency Response 
and post-wildfire management, as well as 
potential hazards and emergency contacts 
can be found by visiting https://www.fs.us-
da.gov/main/mbr/home.

By BOOMERANG STAFF

The University of Wyoming will 
further ease some COVID-19 require-
ments this summer as it transitions to a 
traditional fall 2021 semester.

Starting Monday, May 17, UW will 
follow the current Wyoming 
Department of Health order 
that requires masks in educa-
tional settings indoors only 
when social distancing can’t be 
maintained. This is an expan-
sion of the university’s earlier 
decision that, starting May 8, 
masks are no longer required 
outdoors on campus — and it 
follows new guidance from the 
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention that people who are fully vacci-
nated can go without masks or physical 
distancing in most cases, even when 
they are indoors or in large groups.

Additionally, when the state De-
partment of Health order expires, or if 
the university receives an exception to 
the order, UW will not require masks 
and social distancing for those who 
are vaccinated — and will only recom-

mend masks and distancing indoors 
for those who are not vaccinated — for 
both indoor and outdoor settings on 
UW properties. The state health order 
currently extends through May 31.

The adjustment to the summer plan 
was approved Friday, May 14, by the 
UW Board of Trustees.

“We are taking this step 
with the acknowledgment that 
COVID-19 vaccines are widely 
available and that, in the vast 
majority of cases, the decision 
whether to be vaccinated comes 
down to a personal choice,” 
UW President Ed Seidel said. 
“It is our sincere hope that all 
of our employees and students 
who are medically able will 

choose to be vaccinated. We are planning 
additional incentives and informational 
efforts in our strong encouragement of 
vaccination. The science also informs us 
that the vaccines are highly effective and 
safe. It also tells us that, for those who are 
fully vaccinated, infections are extremely 
rare and that the few infections that have 
occurred among the fully vaccinated are 
not severe. I strongly recommend that 
everyone get vaccinated.”

UW announced earlier that it is 
proceeding with plans for face-to-face 
classes at maximum capacity this fall, 
along with face-to-face student engage-
ment programs, in-person athletics 
experiences and the like. The Board of 
Trustees voted March 26 to “fully re-
open” the university “consistent with the 
health policy guidelines and directives 
of the state and federal governments 
regarding COVID-19.”

In concert with a directive from Gov. 
Mark Gordon, UW is not requiring 
employees or students to be vaccinated 
for COVID-19. However, those who are 
vaccinated are required to report it — 
to allow the university to track overall 
vaccination numbers.

Students who receive their COVID-19 
vaccinations should upload documen-
tation to the Student Health Service 
patient portal as soon as their vaccine 
series is complete. This is as simple 
as taking a photo of your vaccination 
document and uploading the picture to 
https://wyologin.uwyo.edu/my.policy 
using your regular UW user ID and 
password.

UW to further ease COVID-19 
restrictions this summer
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In this 2017 Boomerang file photo, students walk across Prexy’s Pasture at the University of Wyoming. Starting Monday, May 17, UW will follow 

the current Wyoming Department of Health order that requires masks in educational settings indoors only when social distancing can’t be 

maintained.

Charter school bill benefits Montessori school
Bill was passed into law last month without governor’s signature

EVE NEWMAN/LARAMIE BOOMERANG 

New legislation could have signifi-

cant impact for Laramie’s 

Montessori Charter School in sev-

eral aspects, including offering a 

preschool program in coming years.

Temporary 
camping 
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