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Cozzens 
brothers 
invent new 
oilfield app

BY KIM PHAGAN-HANSEL
News@WyomingBusinessReport.com

Wyoming’s leading industries are full 
of dangerous tasks. The state typically 
ranks among the highest states in the 
nation for occupational fatalities – 2016 
and 2015 each had 34 fatalities. 

But three brothers are hoping to 
make the one industry a little bit safer 
with their new app that will help keep 
oilfield workers’ feet on the ground in-
stead of climbing ladders in treacherous 
weather. 

Oldest brother Josh and twins Ben 
and Jon Cozzens have spent most of 
their careers working in the oilfield. With 
experience as oilfield pumpers, Ben and 
Josh knew there had to be a way to im-
prove the safety and lessen the chemical 
exposure to workers who are responsible 
for measuring the amount of liquid in 
tanks at oilfield sites. The measurements 
are used to determine at what rate a 
well may be producing and to schedule 
trucks to transport the oil to market.

Typically, pumpers climb the ladder 
to the top of the tank, open the seal and 
send a tape measure to the bottom of the 
tank to determine how much liquid is in 

Hope to prevent 
injuries, save lives

See Oilfield App, 5

BY PATRICK WOLFINBARGER
News@WyomingBusinessReport.com

Blockchains, pot-baked brownies, 
pornography and pink-clad hunters 
are just a few of topics among bills 

that will seek introduction before the 
2018 Wyoming Legislature that starts 
Feb. 12.

Expect legislators to spend much 
of their time hashing out bills and 
amendments involving the state bud-
get, school financing and economic 
development during the 20-day bud-
get session.

But don’t expect them to talk 
about new taxes in efforts to di-
versify the state’s tax revenues as it 

faces reductions in funds generated 
from severance taxes due to drops 
in demand for coal, low natural gas 
prices and slowly recovering oil mar-
kets. The Joint Revenue Committee 
declined to approve any legisla-
tion to increase property, sales and 
hospitality taxes in January, leaving 
only bills to raise taxes on tobacco 
and alcohol for the legislature to 

New taxes not on 
the list of topics to 
be discussed 

RACHEL GIRT/WYOMING CAPITOL SQUARE PROJECT 

WORK IN PROGRESS  – The legislature will be meeting in an alternative site while the Wyoming State Capitol continues to 
undergo renovations. The west wing’s stone and entablature restoration is complete, while work still continues on the 
masonry on the east wing.

Budget session doesn’t 
give legislators much time 

See Budget session, 9


