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Coming Wednesday,
September 15, readers
will have even more
chances to challenge
their minds by receiving
a special publication
filled with more than
100 Halloween-themed
puzzles!
It is available to our loyal
subscribers for just $4

billed your current subscription.
Additional copies will be available for sale for $15,
including postage, mailed to you. If you do not wish
to receive one, simply email us at
subscriberservices@wyomingnews.com or
call 307-634-3361 to opt out.
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Mostly sunny, very warm

By Jasmine Hall

Wyoming Tribune Eagle

CHEYENNE – As 
COVID-19 cases and mass 
quarantines continue to rise 
throughout Laramie County 
School District 1, the Board of 
Trustees announced it will 
hold a special virtual meeting 
at 5 p.m. Wednesday to 
address current health and 
safety protocols.

The legal notice for the 
meeting states that LCSD1 
will be considering “adding an 
addendum to the Smart Start 
Plan approved by Wyoming 
Department of Education, 

referencing mask protocols.”
The announcement was 

made Tuesday evening, after 
the Labor Day weekend and 
the two-week check-in point 
LCSD1 leaders set for 
themselves as part of district 
COVID-19 guidelines.

A letter sent to parents 
Friday by LCSD1 
Superintendent Margaret 
Crespo contained no mention 
of the meeting or any change to 
protocols. The letter updated 
families on the current 
COVID-19 cases in the school 
district, as well as the county, 
and encouraged parents to 
continue following the “Big 4.”

The protocols still in place 
include:

  If you feel sick or have 
symptoms, stay home and 
contact your health care 
provider.

  Wash or sanitize your 
hands frequently.

  Social distance when 
possible.

  Face masks are highly 
recommended when you are 
indoors in common areas and 
cannot social distance.

These protocols have been 
in place since the previous 
school year, except instead of 
a mask requirement, which 
the district had in place for the 

2020-21 school year, it has 
only been a recommendation 
so far this year. This gives 
school officials almost no 
authority to enforce mask 
wearing on district property, 
and puts the responsibility in 
the hands of parents.

Although the protocols have 
not changed, the number of 
COVID-19 cases impacting 
students and pulling them out 
of in-person learning has. As 
of Tuesday, 162 students and 
staff have tested positive for 
COVID-19 since Aug. 18, and 
910 have been quarantined.

By Hannah Black

Wyoming Tribune Eagle

CHEYENNE – Wyoming Supreme Court 
Chief Justice Kate M. Fox announced Tuesday 
the retirement of Justice Michael K. Davis and 
the beginning of the process to 
select a new Supreme Court 
justice.

Justice Davis’s retirement is 
effective Jan. 16. He will turn 
70 that month, said Lorna 
Griesbach, judicial assistant to 
Chief Justice Fox, and is 
required to retire by the 
Wyoming Constitution.

Davis served as the court’s 
chief justice from July 1, 2018, until June 30, 
when his term ended. He was appointed to the 
Supreme Court on Aug. 30, 2012, by then-Gov. 
Matt Mead. Before that, he served as a Laramie 
County District Court judge from 2008 to 2012.

The Judicial Nominating Commission will 
accept expressions of interest from qualified 
individuals through Friday, Oct. 1. The 
expression of interest form can be found on the 
Supreme Court’s website at www.courts.state.
wy.us/Administration/Careers, and the 
completed form must be received in the office 
of Chief Justice Fox no later than 5 p.m. that day.

The commission will not consider letters of 
recommendation, and asks that they not be 
submitted. Instead, it will only review 
documents specifically required by the 
expression of interest.

The commission has 60 days to forward three 
names to Gov. Mark Gordon, who then has 30 
days to appoint a new justice, Griesbach said.

The current members of the commission are 
Chief Justice Fox, who acts as the chairperson; 
three lawyers elected by the Wyoming State 
Bar: Anna Reeves Olson of Casper, Katherine 
Strike of Lander and Devon O’Connell of 
Laramie; and three non-lawyers appointed by 
the governor: Gudrid Espenscheid of Big Piney, 
Paul Scherbel of Afton and Dan Kirkbride of 
Chugwater.

WASHINGTON (AP) – As the 20th 
anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist 
attacks approaches, Americans 
increasingly balk at intrusive government 
surveillance in the name of national 
security, and only about a third believe that 
the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq were 
worth fighting, according to a new poll.

More Americans also regard the threat 
from domestic extremism as more 
worrisome than that of extremism abroad, 
the poll found.

The poll by The Associated Press-NORC 

Center for Public Affairs Research shows 

that support for surveillance tools aimed at 

monitoring conversations taking place 

outside the country, once seen as vital in the 

fight against attacks, has dipped in the last 

decade. That’s even though international 

threats are again generating headlines 

following the chaotic end to the 20-year war 

in Afghanistan.

SPECIAL MEETING SET 
AS COVID CASES RISE

Students from Cheyenne’s South High sit together after school let out on Tuesday, Oct. 20, 2020, with their masks on. Even with large 
numbers of students being forced to quarantine already this school year, no change in district protocols has been forthcoming. Rhianna 
Gelhart / Wyoming Tribune Eagle

LARAMIE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 1 Wyo. Supreme 
Court Justice 
Davis to retire

About the poll

The AP-NORC poll of 1,729 adults 
was conducted Aug. 12-16 using a 
sample drawn from NORC’s 
probability-based AmeriSpeak 
Panel, which is designed to be 
representative of the U.S. 
population. The margin of sampling 
error for all respondents is plus or 
minus 3.2 percentage points.

Poll: Americans more wary of 
U.S. government surveillance

See Surveillance, page A2

Davis

See LCSD1 meeting, page A2 See Justice Davis, page A2
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