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By RICHARD HODGES
Special to the Rawlins Times

T
he short-term repairs 

of the 81-year-old 

restricted bridge on 

Highway 130 near Carbon 

County Road 504, have been 

completed.

“The weight restrictions for 
legal loads traveling over this 
Wyoming Highway 130 structure, 
located east of Saratoga, have 
officially been lifted,” according 
to a Wyoming Department of 
Transportation press release sent 

out on March 31.
WYDOT crews working with 

the Reiman Corporation installed 
two steel I-beam supports placed 
on steel support posts under the 
center of this old wooden bridge 
to permit regular highway traffic 
to again cross this bridge.

After an inspection last year, 
this bridge was quietly designated 
restricted last November, how-
ever the new restricted use signs 
were not installed until March of 
2021.

These new restrictions came 
to light when Jason Armbruster, 
the District Ranger for the Brush 
Creek/Hayden Ranger District, 
approached the Carbon County 
Commissioners at their March 2 
meeting and informed them that 

loaded log trucks could no longer 
legally cross that old bridge to 
travel from Ryan Park to Saratoga 
with logs for the sawmill.

Armbruster was seeking the 
use of County Road 504, which is 
located less than a mile north-east 
of this restricted bridge, to reach 
Saratoga. The Commissioners 
quickly dismissed this idea due to 
the narrowness and poor condi-
tion of portions of that road.

When the extent of these 
new restrictions, which includ-
ed restricted use by regular 
semi-trailer trucks, became pub-
lic knowledge, WYDOT quickly 
announced plans to make tem-
porary repairs to reinforce this 
bridge, until it could be replaced.

According to this press release 

WYDOT plans to replace this 
old bridge, built in 1940 with a 
new culvert “later this summer,” 
since this structure does serve as 
a drainage for the ridge and land 
to the north along County Road 
504. With this new culvert in 
place there will no longer “be any 
weight restrictions for legal loads” 
on this section of the highway, 
according to this press release.

In the meantime, any “Over-
sized and/or overweight loads 
will still need to obtain proper 
permits and permissions from 
WYDOT to cross this structure.” 
More information about this 
bridge can be obtained from 
the Overweight Loads Office at 
(http://www.whp.dot.state.wy.us/
home/owl.html

Highway 130 bridge 
near Ryan Park repaired By KATHRYN PALMER

Wyoming Tribune Eagle

CHEYENNE — During the final 
days of the 2021 legislative session, 
Wyoming State Superintendent of 
Public Instruction Jillian Balow 
expressed both praise for an immi-
nent K-12 school funding deal and 
concern for the long-term future of 
the state’s school 
funding model.

“With the fall 
of coal and the 
political attack 
on domestic oil 
and gas produc-
tion, our mineral 
revenue-dependent 
education system is 
seriously just several 
biennia away from 
collapse,” Balow said 
Friday afternoon. 
She was attending 
the first in-person 
monthly luncheon 
of the Greater Cheyenne Chamber of 
Commerce since the pandemic began 
more than a year ago.

“It’s pretty scary,” she continued, 
“and our Legislature recognized that.”

Balow, one of the top-five elected 
Republican officials in the state, was 
referring to the precarious school 
funding situation in Wyoming, which 
funds K-12 education at the highest 
level per pupil in the Mountain West 
and one of the highest levels in the 
country. The state has been able to 
spend that kind of money because, as 
a top producer of mineral wealth, it 
has relied heavily on federal royalties 
to put toward education.

But as coal production has dramat-
ically declined over the past several 
years, and oil and gas markets contin-
ue to show volatile trends, lawmakers 
have made clear another solution 
must be reached to meet the Legis-
lature’s constitutional obligation to 
adequately and equitably fund schools 
for all children.

The state is facing a $300 million 
shortfall to K-12 funding, and late last 
year, legislators were talking about 
making as much as $100 million in 
cuts.

Balow relieved by 
imminent school 
funding deal

Warns K-12 
system could 
still ‘collapse’

By ARIEL BERNATH
abernath@laramieboomerang.com

COVID-19 vaccinations are now 
available to the general public as 
Carbon County enters Phase 2 of its 
vaccination efforts. This means that 
Carbon County residents over the 
age of 18 are now eligible to receive 
vaccinations.

Carbon County Public Health 
(CCPH) has released a schedule for 
walk-in vaccination clinics.

CARBON COUNTY 
FAIRGROUNDS MULTIPLEX

April 10: 10 a.m.–2 p.m.

April 14: 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
April 30: 10 a.m.–2 p.m.

PLATTE VALLEY 
COMMUNITY CENTER

April 7: 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
April 23: 10 a.m.–2 p.m.

HANNA REC CENTER
April 20: 9 a.m.–1 p.m.
To prepare for a vaccine ap-

pointment, people can print off the 
vaccine consent forms on the Wyo-
ming Department of Health website 
(www.health.wyo.gov). Face masks 
and social distancing are required 
throughout the entire process.

While the vaccination is free 

regardless of insurance status, CCPH 
has asked that people bring their 
health insurance cards with them so 
that they can help offset some of their 
administration costs. No one will be 
asked to pay for a COVID-19 vaccine.

Memorial Hospital of Carbon 
County (MHCC) is also adminis-
tering COVID-19 vaccines. While 
CCPH has been performing walk-in 
community vaccination clinics, 
MHCC is offering the vaccine by 
appointment only.

In an email, Ryan Shoemaker, 
marketing and communications 
assistant, stated that MHCC is doing 
scheduled appointments for indi-
viduals who may have reservations 

about waiting in larger crowds for 
their dose.

“[MHCC will be able] to better as-
sist the elderly and those who need 
more assistance than the CCPHC 
draws might be able to offer,” Shoe-
maker said in the email.

MHCC has been mostly adminis-
tering the Moderna vaccine. Other 
brands of the vaccine can be used, 
but only when requested, evaluated, 
and approved by medical staff.

In order to schedule a vaccination 
appointment with MHCC, peo-
ple should call the MHCC Family 
Practice Clinic at 307-324-8494. Al-
though appointments are scheduled 
with the Family Practice Clinic staff, 

all vaccinations will take place at 
MHCC’s main building at 2221 W. 
Elm St. Masks are required to enter 
the building.

Public health officials have 
stressed that the vaccine is not fully 
effective until two weeks after a 
second dose. If a person experiences 
signs and symptoms less than two 
weeks after their first or second 
dose, they should isolate and get 
tested for COVID-19. If a person 
is sick or has been diagnosed with 
COVID-19 in the last 14 days, they 
should not come in to get the vac-
cine until they have recovered.

Carbon County is vaccinating those 18 and older

Balow
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Construction to repair the bridge on 

Highway 130 near Ryan Park is completed
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