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By MARISSA TAYLOR
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Childcare has been a cost-
ly necessity for years. The 
U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services (HHS) 
consider childcare afford-
able if it doesn’t cost more 
than 7% of their income. 
On average — and across 
nearly every category of 
marital status, race, age and 
education level and income 
— working families pay ap-
proximately 40% more than 
HHS standard, according 
to the Center for American 
Progress.

Since the pandemic, Wy-
oming childcare costs per 
child has increased by 47% 
and averages $14,674 every 
year, compared to $9,996 
pre-COVID, according to 
data provided by Lending-
Tree, an online loan market-
place.

Matt Schulz, chief credit 
analyst at LendingTree said 
many of the states experi-
encing significant increases 
in childcare costs aren’t 
financially equipped to carry 
the burden. As a result, 
center-based childcare pro-

viders have an extra 41% of 
costs per child.

Schulz also said the 
pandemic directly affects 
enrollment in care facilities 
which essentially run on 
tuition rates. If enrollment 
decreases, the natural effect 
is increased service rates.

Jan Lawrence, director for 
Basic Beginnings in Lara-
mie, said enrollment is sig-
nificantly less compared to 
past years. They are licensed 
to care for a maximum of 
164 children, according 
to the Laramie Child Care 
Center. In the past, Law-
rence said they cared for 130 

children on any given day; 
now daily attendance is less 
than 100

“I’m not even close to 130,” 
she said, adding, “I’m an 
original staff member … I 
thought I’d seen it all, but … 
never seen times like these.”

Lawrence said service rates 
now range from $670-$820 
and some families simply 
can’t afford those monthly 
costs. She broke the facility’s 
budget down into personnel, 
utilities and food costs and 
said approximately 80% of 
entire budget is payroll.

By TOM COULTER

Wyoming Tribune Eagle

Editor’s note: From time 
to time, the Boomerang will 
depart from its mission of 
printing only articles of local 
origin on the front page. This 
is one of those instances.

CHEYENNE – Over the 
last two decades, Indigenous 
people have made up 21% 
of homicides in Wyoming, 
despite accounting for only 
about 2.7% of the state’s pop-
ulation, according to a new 
report discussed this week.

The state’s Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous 
Persons Task Force, which 
Gov. Mark Gordon first 
announced in April 2019, 
met Wednesday to discuss 
the finding of its statewide 
report, released last month. 
Emily Grant, a researcher 
with the Wyoming Survey 
and Analysis Center who 
helped conduct the study, 
said the data for the report 
came from an array of crime 
databases spanning the last 
20 years.

“Compared to white people 
in the state, the (homicide) 
rate is eight times higher for 
Indigenous people, and six 
times higher for Indigenous 
females than white females 
(between 2010 and 2019),” 
Grant said during the virtual 
discussion.

Grant also noted other 
racial disparities highlighted 
in the report, which was 
funded by the Wyoming 

Division of Victim Services. 
Among those reported miss-
ing between 2011 and 2020 
in Wyoming, Indigenous 
people accounted for 15%. 
Among those Indigenous 
people, roughly 21% were 
missing for 30 days or more, 
compared to only 8% of 
cases involving white people 
gone missing.

• Who is currently eligible: Individuals 
within Phase 1b, priority group 4-6 are 
currently able to schedule their vaccina-
tion appointment. Individuals within these 
groups include: people who are 65 — 69 
years of age; healthcare providers, behavioral 
health providers, and social workers unable 
to physically distance and unable to provide 
services through telehealth; K-12 education 
(teachers and other school district staff); 
child care providers and adult daycare center 
providers. These individuals can call (307) 
766-8222 to schedule their vaccination ap-
pointment unless already scheduled through 
their place of employment. Due to extremely 
high call volumes, individuals should remain 
patient and try again at a later time if their 
call does not go through initially.

• Who is eligible next: With current vac-
cine supply, it is anticipated that individuals 
within Phase 1b, priority groups 4-6 will con-
tinue to be the focus of vaccination efforts 
for the remainder of February. As Albany 
County receives additional vaccine supply, 
vaccination efforts will be expanded to the 
remaining priority groups within Phase 1b.

• Vaccine supply: As of Tuesday, February 
16, Albany County had administered 3740 
vaccines with 450 available for next week’s 
scheduled appointments. Albany County an-
ticipates receiving another 600 vaccines next 
week, per allocations from the Wyoming 
Department of Health, and will continue 
scheduling for individuals within Phase 1b 
priority groups 4-6. These numbers are ap-
proximate and based on most recent counts.

• Albany County’s Vaccination List: 
Individuals who are not included in Phase 
1b subgroup 4-6, should sign-up for My 
Health Connection (MHC), Ivinson’s patient 
portal to be placed on the vaccination list. 
Albany County residents will receive local 
vaccine updates and will be notified when a 
vaccine is available to them through MHC. 
If you already have an MHC account or have 
signed-up for an account, you are on the 
Albany County Vaccination list.

• Local Pharmacies Receive Vaccines Sup-
ply: Walmart and Pole Mountain Pharmacies 
have received a limited supply of COVID-19 
vaccines. Due to Walmart receiving their 
supply as a federal allotment, they are required 
to follow federal distribution guidelines. 
Pole Mountain is following state and county 
distribution guidelines. Both pharmacies have 
specific scheduling processes and individuals 
can learn more by visiting their websites.

By STEVE STEINER

ssteiner@laramieboomerang.com

It was a far cry from the 
previous three years of the 
annual event live and family 
auction event that Family 
Promise of Albany County 
holds, but it may be a more 
successful one — food-wise, 
that is — said Ethan Dahl, 
the board president of Family 
Promise. Clearly he was 
pleased.

Every year of the event, a 
theme is chosen, he said, and 
coupled with it are meals that 
correspond. This year’s was 
Greek, hence its title: Taverna 
Promessa.

Because of COVID-19, there 
was a little concern how this 
year’s event would go. Food-
wise, at least, those concerns 
turned out to be unfounded.

“It’s been fantastic,” said 
Dahl. “We actually increased 
ticket sales for the meals.” 
He added that the portions 
were enough for two people 
to dine. “We had so many 
responses we had to cap off 
the ticket sales at 100. That’s 
200 meals altogether.”

The only concern from the 
ticket sales was whether there 
would be enough food to be 
prepared.

“The people, volunteers and 
businesses were fantastic, so 
we had plenty of food,” Dahl 
said. By 6:30, most of the food 
trays had been picked up, all 
in paper bags with the word 
“Opa” written on it.

Tickets, which ranged from 
$60-$250, included the Med-
iterranean food tray, a bottle 
of wine, and a virtual silent 
auction.

While there were few peo-
ple other than volunteers and 
staff present at Alice Hardie 
Stevens Center, a few people 
who had come in to pick up 
their food trays did take the 

time to linger and visit the 
numerous table upon which 

many donated items rested, all 
part of the silent auction.

Wyoming childcare costs increased by 47%
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Three children practice their shapes and colors during a morning 

activity at Basic Beginnings.

Task force report highlights disparities between 
Native, white homicide victims in Wyoming

VACCINE UPDATE

Phase 1b still in 
effect for vaccine 
eligibility
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Family Promise fundraiser 
projected to do well
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The quilt was one of the many items to be auctioned at this year’s Family Promise annual event themed this 

year as Taverna Promessa. The quilt is titled Australian Beauties, because of the circle patterns and was pieced 

by Mary Lemmons and Quilted by Jennifer Bauer.
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University of Wyoming student Jasmyne Cooper, center. joins UW 

student Jaida Cooper, left, and Juwan Willow of the Northern 

Arapaho Tribe during an October 2019 protest.


