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By MARISSA TAYLOR

mtaylor@laramiebooemrang.com

President Joe Biden’s American Rescue 
Plan Act provides additional funding to 
the Special Supplemental Nutrition Pro-
gram for Women, Infants and Children, 
commonly known as WIC.

The increase in funding will result in a 
significant boost in monthly benefits for 
mothers and caregivers enrolled in the 
program.

A Wyoming Department of Health 
news release announced the temporary 
boost June 1, stating the fruits and vege-
tables voucher included in the WIC bene-
fits increased from $9 and $11 per month 
for children and women, respectively, 
to $35 per month per member, effective 
now until the end of September.

“That’s a huge benefit … and a really 
great incentive,” Beverly Medina, WIC 
technician at the Albany County WIC 
Program, said Wednesday. “It gives moms 
the resources needed to buy healthy foods.”

With the increase, Medina said a family 
of two has double the stipend to buy fresh 
or frozen produce. A family of four would 
receive about $140 for fruits and vegeta-
bles each month, as opposed to $38 with 
standard pricing.

The nutrition program is housed 
in the United States Department of 
Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Ser-
vices, and administered at national and 
regional levels. In Wyoming, about 6,800 
participants are currently enrolled in 
the program, of which nearly 400 live in 
Albany County, according to the latest 
available data.

The county’s numbers are volatile, 
Medina said, with the largest flux in 
enrollment occurring in the fall, when 
students return to the university.

“I can see already see an increase 
now (for new applicants),” Medina said, 
despite it being the “slow” season for 
enrollment.

She explained many of the clients they 
serve are part-time workers with young 
families who are also attending either 
the University of Wyoming or WyoTech. 
Contrary to common beliefs, Medina said 
not all their clients are single mothers.

“All caregivers are welcome. Moms, 
dads, grandparents, foster parents,” Me-
dina said. “(We’re) one big family.”

Laramie’s WIC program is operated 
through Albany County Public Health, 
located at 609 S. Second St. Several 
services, including lactation and breast-
feeding counseling, health and nutrition 
screenings, and nutrition education with 

licensed nutritionists and dietitians are 
offered on site.

“We know what it’s like (to struggle), 
and we try to accommodate as best we 
can,” said Medina, who added the part-
nership and structure among WIC, public 
health and Medicaid is crucial because 
they share many of the same clients.

In addition to these services, partici-
pants are assigned a WIC pre-loaded debit 
card to buy groceries. According to the 
YouTube video “Wyoming WIC WYO 
W.E.S.T,” found on the WDH website, each 
card is loaded three months at a time and 
is available for use whenever needed.

Medina was uncertain how much 
three months amounts to in dollars, 
since they distribute funding based on 
family unit size.

“Everybody gets the same food,” she 
said, but the quantities vary based on how 
many children are in the household.

For example, a family of four may be 
allotted four gallons of milk a month, 
whereas a family of six may be allot-
ted six. This example is conceptual 
to demonstrate the food distribution 
structure among families and may not 
accurately reflect the individual cases of 
WIC participants.

By CLAIR MCFARLAND

Riverton Ranger

via Wyoming News Exchange

RIVERTON — The United States Su-
preme Court has ruled that tribal law 
enforcement officers can search non-tribal 
offenders on public roadways that pass 
through Indian reservations.

The June 1 opinion was unanimous, with 
Justice Stephen Breyer writing the opinion. 
Breyer referenced a drug and weapons case 
involving defendant Joshua James Cooley, 
who was stopped by Crow Police Depart-
ment officer James Saylor on the Crow Res-
ervation in Montana, on a public highway.

Saylor found Cooley had watery, blood-
shot eyes, two semi-automatic rifles on his 
vehicle’s front seat, and a glass pipe and 
plastic bag containing methamphetamine.

As is common procedure on that res-
ervation and on the Wind River Indian 
Reservation as well, Saylor called for county 
authorities to continue the investigation, 
while he detained Cooley.

After the others arrived, Saylor was direct-
ed to seize illegal items, during which time 
he discovered more meth.

While prosecuted for the 2016 offense, 
Cooley argued for and won a suppression of 
drug evidence, on the grounds that Saylor 
had no right to search for additional items 
during his seizure of plain-sight contraband.

When the government appealed the sup-
pression, the Ninth Circuit appellate court 
agreed with Cooley.

But the U.S. Supreme Court disagreed.
“As a general proposition,” Breyer wrote, 

“the inherent sovereign powers of an Indian 
tribe do not extend to the activities of 
non-members of the tribe.”

Locally, the Wind River Police Depart-
ment, which is organized by the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs, has upheld a practice of stop-
ping non-native offenders seen in a criminal 
offense, and calling Fremont County Sheriff 
’s Office or Wyoming Highway Patrol per-
sonnel to continue the investigation and, if 
necessary, arrest the offender.

The high court’s opinion now has granted 
tribal police the right to search the offender, 
but only if the officer has a reason to believe 
a search is necessary to prevent danger to 
himself or others.

“A tribe retains inherent authority over 
the conduct of non-Indians on the reser-
vation when the conduct threatens or has 
some direct effect on the health or welfare of 
the tribe,” Breyer continued.

The Supreme Court also gave tribal 
officers the right to transport non-native 
offenders, and detain them “temporarily.”

By NICK REYNOLDS

WyoFile.com

In a Cheyenne strip-mall 
banquet hall, Scott Presler — 
a nationally recognized con-
servative activist and Donald 
Trump loyalist best known 
for organizing post-protest 
community cleanups in 
liberal cities — whipped up 
the crowd.

It was April 24, more than 
100 days since the storming 
of the United States Capitol, 
71 since Wyoming’s lone U.S. 
Representative Liz Cheney 
voted to impeach the former 
president and nearly 500 
before the 2022 Republican 
primary. It was also the first 
day of Presler’s nationwide 
rally tour aimed at network-
ing and training anyone 
willing to campaign against 
Cheney or the nine other 
Republicans who voted to 
impeach.

Presler, who calls him-
self the “RINO Slayer,” had 

been invited to Cheyenne 
by Freddy Flores-Salieb, a 
small business owner and 
activist. In the lead-up to 
2020’s Republican primaries, 
Flores-Salieb organized a 
group called the Conserva-
tive Corner out of the back 
of her coffee shop. The group 
would gather to discuss poli-
tics and organize support for 
populist conservatives. Only 
a handful of people showed 
up to its first meeting, she 
said. Roughly 100 attended 
the April 24 event, which was 
dedicated solely to cam-
paigning against Cheney.

“My president did not get 
due process,” Flores-Salieb 
told the crowd. “… (Cheney) 
went against her constit-
uents. So now it is on and 
poppin’.”

Organizers picked the 
right messenger to rev up 
attendees. Standing above 
the crowd at a wiry 6-foot-5, 
Presler snaked through the 
throng in thin-legged Levi’s 
and cowboy boots — western 

campaign staples he adopted 
while campaigning for Texas 
Gov. Greg Abbott. For the 
next 90 minutes, Presler had 
the audience entranced. He 
shared anecdotes from the 
road, instructed on how to 
recruit voters and research 
candidates and delivered 
impassioned speeches about 
the need for Trump loyalists 
to run for office and cement 
their place in the political 
landscape.

“There is no reason we 
can’t get whatever we want,” 
Presler told the crowd. “That 
means that you need to 
effectively lobby your legis-
lators to represent you. And 
if you call them and they 
don’t represent you, if they 
don’t pass legislation that 
you want, you let them know 
that we will primary you, we 
will repeal you, and we will 
replace you. And that’s ex-
actly what we’re doing with 
Liz Cheney.”
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allows tribal law 
enforcement to search 
non-tribal members

Grassroots and global players: The crowded campaign to oust Cheney
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A jar to collect funds for an anti-Cheney billboard is displayed at a registration table during the Scott 

Presler event April 24 in Cheyenne. 
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WIC program receives temporary 
boost in produce vouchers
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Laramie’s WIC program is operated through Albany County Public Health, located at 609 S. Second St.
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