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After only about three months on 
the job, Rawlins Public Works Direc-
tor Mark Carney has resigned.

In a Thursday city press release an-
nouncing the resignation as effective 
immediately, Carney explained that 
the position wasn’t the right fit for 
him at this time in his life.

He had been Public Works Direc-
tor since June.

“It was a pleasure to work with 
Mark. His understanding of our wa-
ter collection, treatment and distri-
bution systems were vital to keeping 
our community safe this summer,” 
said City Manager Shawn Metcalf. 
“We appreciate the time that Mark 
put in to help us understand our in-
frastructure issues. He provided great 
input to our engineering team and 
staff to correct these in the future.

“We wish Mark all the best as he 
returns to Utah.”

The resignation means the city is 
again searching for a Public Works 
director for the second time this year. 
Applications for the position are be-
ing accepted and can be found online 
at rawlinswy.org/jobs.

The city of Rawlins has appointed 
Cody Dill, facilities superintendent 
as interim Public Works director.
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Rawlins Public 
Works director 
resigns post
He had been on the job 
only about 3 months; 
city begins search again

By NICK REYNOLDS

WyoFile .com 

Via Wyoming News Exchange

Pressure is building for challengers 
of U.S. Rep. Liz Cheney (R-Wyoming) 
to drop out of the race following 
former President Donald Trump’s 
Thursday endorsement of new entrant 
and former Republican National Com-
mittee member Harriet Hageman.

Members of Trump’s team and the 
Wyoming Republican Party have been 
working behind the scenes to consoli-
date the field around a sole challenger, 
according to interviews, emails and 
text messages reviewed by WyoFile. 
Strategists and Trump have stated 
that Cheney is more likely to win in 
a crowded primary where numerous 
candidates split the vote.

During a June candidate forum in 
Casper, several challengers said they 
would drop out of the race by May 1, 
2022 if they were not leading. They 
were also asked if they would drop out 
if Trump endorsed another candidate.

Party officials are now asking if 
those who answered “yes” to the sec-
ond question — Darin Smith, Bryan 
Miller, Robyn Belinskey, Chuck Gray 
and Denton Knapp — will step aside 
ahead of a planned candidate forum 
Sept. 17 in Rawlins.

“Based on your answer to that ques-
tion, and the newly formed situation 
where President Trump has now 
officially endorsed Harriet Hageman 
for the position you are running for, 
are you prepared to honor your word 
to the people and endorse Harriet 
Hageman for Wyoming’s lone seat in 
the U.S. House of Representatives and 
step aside in this race?” Joey Correnti, 
Carbon County Chairman, asked in an 
email to candidates Thursday morn-
ing.

Pressure builds for 
candidates to drop 
from House race 

By RICHARD HODGES

For the Times

At least 23 high-dollar private 
jets were parked on Shively Field 
for this year’s annual Gathering of 
the Jets that bring in the Conquis-
tadores to the Saratoga Airport. 
They were here from last Wednes-
day through Sunday, with many 
others doing just touch-and-go 
landings to drop off and pick up 
passengers.

These Jets range in price from 
as high as $70 million down into 
the single millions and come from 
all over North America for the 
annual event. This year there were 
so many planes parked in the air-
field’s small taxiway area that the 
smaller ones overflowed into the 
field’s two hangar alleyways.

This annual gathering is held 
each year the week following 
Labor Day and is the single busiest 
weekend at the airport. It is for the 

very private annual fall meeting of 
Conquistadores del Cielo (Con-
quers of the Sky), a social gather-
ing of aviation industry executives 
and owners, who meet at the 
historic A-Bar-A Ranch south of 
Riverside along the North Platte 
River.

Since the A-Bar-A Ranch is 

located some 30 miles south of 
Saratoga, numerous loads of rental 
cars and SUVs are brought in 
each year to be used by the plane’s 
passengers and pilots.

With all the pilots and crews in 
town for as much as four days and 
needing motel rooms, meals and 
recreational diversions and their 

aircraft needing fuel and services, 
the Gathering of the Jets is one 
of the major events on Saratoga’s 
economic calendar.

This year was a return to 
normal for the event. Last year, 
A-Bar-A shut down for the 
first time in 99 years because of 
COVID-19 concerns.

BRING THE BLING
Gathering of the Jets returns to Saratoga Airport

RICHARD HODGES/FOR THE TIMES

A rear shot of jets parked in an overflow hangar alleyway of the Saratoga Airport during the busy Conquistadores weekend, aka Gathering of the Jets, last 
Wednesday thorugh Saturday .

By RICHARD HODGES

For the Times

Saratoga Mayor Creed 
James has announced the 
town received an additional 
$4,095 in donations for 
Pickett Park.

The town will match the 
new donations, which will 
be added to the $33,000 
that is already in the Pickett 
Park Wyostar account.

Wyostar is a government 
investment pool managed 
by the Wyoming State Trea-
surer’s Office for municipal-
ities saving for long-term 
projects.

The town of Saratoga 
had already received a 

Wyoming Community 
Gas Distribution check for 
$5,255.57. The receipt of 
the check was discussed 
during an Aug. 3 council 
meeting.

It was decided at the Aug. 
17 council meeting that the 
WCG refund check would 
be divided equally between 
the Platte Valley Little 
League Baseball fund and 
the Pickett Park fund adding 
$2,627.78 to each.

Wyoming Community 
Gas is a natural gas supplier 
and nonprofit company 
managed by a consortium 
of Wyoming communities. 
They reinvest part of their 
revenue back into the mem-
ber communities each year.

James reminded every-
one that the Council had 
budgeted $35,000 this fiscal 
year to match any donations 
received for Pickett Park. 
He also noted that some 
members of the council were 
making personal donations 
to the effort and that he 
would “donate my mayor’s 
salary for the rest of the year 
to that fund.”

Councilman Nelson 
offered to build a fundraising 
thermometer to be placed in 
front of Town Hall to show 
how the Pickett Park fund-
raiser is progressing. With 
$33,000 in the bank and the 
$35,000 budgeted by the 
town, another $35,000 will 
put the effort at $100,000, 

Nelson said.
“The council has acknowl-

edged that it (the park) 
is something that is long 
overdue,” James said. “We are 
making small steps. We have 
gotten some dirt work done 
over there, and we are push-
ing to try and get the curb 
and gutter done this year.”

A fence for the area or the 
water sprinkler system for 
the planned grass that had 
been talked about earlier in 
the year were not discussed. 
The planned park area is 
blocked by temporary bar-
riers, light rope and fluores-
cent tape to prevent parking. 
The property has no signage 
to indicate what is being 
planned for it.

Army Staff Sergeant Tyler 
Pickett was killed while serv-
ing in Iraq in June 2008 and 
the town of Saratoga bought 
the land for a memorial park 
in 2010.

Concrete contractors were 
briefly discussed. Council-
man Rod Hutchins said he 
had reached out to several 
for prices and, “I had zero 
returned calls.” James said he 
had a contractor interested 
in looking at the plans for 
the park.

The council members 
again discussed the prob-
lems with the east side of the 
property and the difficulty of 
finalizing the park’s design. 

Park property primed for some primping with new donations
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