
Wishing you and your family a wonderful holiday
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CHEYENNE – Business 
leaders and local officials con-
veyed their excitement fol-
lowing the confirmation that 
Microsoft is building two new 
data centers in Cheyenne.

After the official announce-
ment was made Monday, ma-
ny said the partnership with 
the tech company will further 
opportunities for consider-
able capital investment, high-
wage jobs, philanthropic 
investments and diversifica-

tion of the state’s economy.
The industry has expanded 

significantly since the con-
struction of the first Micro-
soft data center in Cheyenne 
nearly a decade ago, along 
with the five other indepen-
dent data centers gradually 
built in the area. Once devel-
opment in the Cheyenne 
Business Parkway and Bison 
Business Park is completed 
over the next few years, there 
will be a total of eight data 
centers located in the state 
capital.

“This is really a very impor-

tant win for Cheyenne,” said 
Mayor Patrick Collins, “and 
for the state of Wyoming.”

The process of getting to 
breaking ground on the two 
latest sites has been fast-
paced, according to Chey-
enne LEADS CEO Betsey 
Hale. Both properties were 
purchased within the past 
year and half, and Microsoft 
quickly approached business 
developers and government 
officials with the idea for a 
second center after the first 
piece of land was bought the 
previous July.

Hale said the data center in 
the new Bison Business Park 
was envisioned just a month 
later, and would not have 
been possible without the ef-
forts of the mayor, City Coun-
cil, Laramie County Planning 
Commission and other local 
entities. She made a compari-
son to the speed of light, as the 
first phase of the annexation 
of the initial 500 acres for the 
business park started last No-
vember and was completed 
by February of this year.

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Joe Biden on 
Tuesday ordered a record 50 million barrels of oil 
released from America’s strategic reserve, aiming 
to bring down gasoline and other costs, in coordi-
nation with other major energy consuming nations 
including India, the United Kingdom and China.

The U.S. action is focused on helping Americans 
coping with higher fuel and 
other prices ahead of Thanks-
giving and winter holiday 
travel. Gasoline prices are at 
about $3.40 a gallon, more 
than 50% higher than a year 
ago, according to the Ameri-
can Automobile Association. 

“While our combined ac-
tions will not solve the prob-
lems of high gas prices 
overnight, it will make a dif-
ference,” Biden promised in 
remarks at the White House. 
“It will take time, but before 

long you should see the price of gas drop where 
you fill up your tank.” 

The government will begin to move barrels into 
the market in mid- to late-December. Gasoline 
usually responds at a lag to changes in oil prices, 
and administration officials suggested this is one 
of several steps toward ultimately bringing down 
costs.

Oil prices had dropped in the days ahead of the 
announced withdrawals, a sign that investors 
were anticipating the moves that could bring a 
combined 70 million to 80 million barrels of oil on-
to global markets. But in trading after the an-
nouncement, prices shot up roughly 2% instead of 
falling.

The market was expecting the news, and traders 
may have been underwhelmed when they saw the 
details, said Claudio Galimberti, senior vice presi-
dent for oil markets at Rystad Energy.

By Michael Rubinkam
Associated Press

Climate change isn’t what’s 
driving some U.S. coal-fired 
power plants to shut down. 
It’s the expense of stricter 
pollution controls on their 
wastewater.

Dozens of plants nation-
wide plan to stop burning 
coal this decade to comply 
with more stringent federal 
wastewater guidelines, ac-
cording to state regulatory 
filings, as the industry con-
tinues moving away from the 
planet-warming fossil fuel to 
make electricity.

The new wastewater rule 
requires power plants to 
clean coal ash and toxic 
heavy metals such as mercu-
ry, arsenic and selenium 
from plant wastewater be-
fore it is dumped into streams 
and rivers. The rule is ex-
pected to affect 75 coal-fired 
power plants nationwide, ac-
cording to the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency.

Those plants had an Octo-
ber deadline to tell their state 
regulators how they planned 
to comply, with options that 
included upgrading their pol-
lution-control equipment or 
retiring their coal-fired gen-

erating units by 2028.
The national impact of the 

wastewater rule is still com-
ing into focus, but at least 26 
plants in 14 states said they 
will stop burning coal, ac-
cording to the Sierra Club, 
which has been tracking 
state regulatory filings. 
Twenty-one of the plants in-
tend to shut down, and five 
indicated they may switch to 
natural gas, the environmen-
tal group said.

“The free ride these plants 
have been getting is ending 
in a lot of ways,” said Zack 
Fabish, a Sierra Club lawyer. 
“And them choosing to retire 

by 2028 probably reflects the 
reality that a lot of the subsi-
dies they have been getting 
in terms of being able to 
dump their wastewater into 
the commons, they are not 
going to be able to do that in 
the future.”

The rule will reduce the 
discharge of pollutants into 
the nation’s waterways by 
about 386 million pounds an-
nually, according to EPA es-
timates. It’s expected to cost 
plant operators, collectively, 
nearly $200 million per year 
to implement.
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Microsoft announces 

two new data centers

Workers continue construction of one of the new Microsoft data centers on Tuesday in Cheyenne across from the Lowe’s Distribution 
Center. Once development in the Cheyenne Business Parkway and Bison Business Park is completed over the next few years, there will be 
a total of eight data centers in the state capital. Rhianna Gelhart/Wyoming Tribune Eagle
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See Microsoft, page A2

Coal-fired power plants to close after new wastewater rule

Smoke billows from the Conemaugh Generation Station in New 
Florence, Pa., Feb. 6, 2007.  The Tribune-Democrat via AP

See Biden oil, page A2

See Plant closures, page A7


