
The years-long effort by state and 
local governments in the U.S. to force 
the pharmaceutical industry to help pay 
to fix a nationwide opioid addiction and 
overdose crisis took a major step for-
ward Tuesday when lawyers for local 
governments announced they were on 
the verge of a $26 billion settlement 
with the nation’s three biggest drug dis-
tribution companies and the drugmak-
er Johnson & Johnson.

Under the deal, Johnson & Johnson 
would not produce any opioids for at 
least a decade. And AmerisourceBer-
gen, Cardinal Health and McKesson 
share prescribing information under a 
new system intended to stop the ava-
lanches of pills that arrived in some re-
gions about a decade ago.

Lawyers for local governments said 

full details could be shared within days. 
That would not be the end of the deal 
though; each state would have 30 days 
to decide whether to join. And local gov-
ernments will have five months after 
that to decide. If governments don’t opt 
in, the settlement total would go down.

“This is a nationwide crisis and it 

could have been and should have been 
addressed perhaps by other branches of 
government,” Paul Geller, one of the 
lead lawyers representing local govern-
ments across the U.S., said in a confer-
ence call with reporters Tuesday. “But 
this really is an example of the use of liti-
gation for fixing a national problem.”

If approved, the settlement will likely 
be the biggest of many settlements to 
opioid litigation. While it means billions 
for lawyers who worked the cases, it is 
expected to bring more than $23 billion 
to abatement and mitigation efforts to 
help get treatment for people who are 
addicted along with other programs to 
address the crisis. The money would 
come in 18 annual payments, with the 
biggest amounts in the next several 
years.

Wyoming expected to 
stay dangerously dry
By Nicole Pollack
Casper Star-Tribune

Via Wyoming News Exchange

CASPER – Wyoming’s dry spell is sticking 
around.

Despite the rainstorms that greened the 
landscape over the last several weeks, moder-
ate to extreme drought conditions persist 
across most of the state and are expected to de-
velop in the handful of remaining areas not yet 
experiencing drought, Game and Fish Depart-
ment staff said during a presentation to the 
agency’s oversight board this week.

Though precipitation varies by region, this 
year’s statewide average is lower than previous 
years.
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U.S. opioid lawsuits on verge $26 billion settlement

By Hannah Black
Wyoming Tribune Eagle

CHEYENNE – Laramie County Sheriff Danny Glick 
announced Sunday via Facebook that he will not run for 
re-election after nearly 20 years on the job.

“Lately, I’ve been asked numerous times if I’m going 
to ‘run’ (for re-election) again. It is 
with a touch of sadness and more than 
a little excitement that I’m announc-
ing I’m going to retire at the end of this 
term as Laramie County sheriff,” 
Glick’s post read.

The end of July will mark 40 years 
with the sheriff’s department, he 
wrote.

Shortly afterward, sheriff’s depart-
ment Capt. Don Hollingshead an-
nounced his candidacy for the 
November 2022 election.

“I have a deep love of this county, as I was born and 
raised here,” Hollingshead’s post read. “Using all that I 
have learned over the years, holding leadership posi-
tions in both the Patrol and Detention divisions, I am 
the only candidate who has the overall knowledge and 
experience to successfully lead the Laramie County 
Sheriff’s Department as we look toward the future.”

On Monday, Hollingshead clarified in a follow-up 
post that he planned to run as a Republican.

“I have been a voting Republican all of my adult life, 
and believe in its core tenants,” he wrote. “I believe in 
limited government, family values, the U.S. Constitu-
tion and Second Amendment rights, just to name a few 
of my core values. Although I am a lifelong Republican, 
I welcome support from people of all parties that want 
positive leadership and effective change for their com-
munity.”
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By Carrie Haderlie

For the Wyoming Tribune Eagle

SARATOGA – Nearly a year after the 
Mullen Fire tore through the Medicine 
Bow National Forest, the area is show-
ing signs of recovery.

“In the shrublands and grasslands, 
we often see amazing growth in the 
year following the fire. That is true on 
the Mullen,” said Katie Haynes, a bota-

nist with the Medicine Bow-Routt Na-
tional Forest. “If you go out there, you 
will see vast meadows of riotous and 
bright flowers. It is gorgeous.”

About 65% of the Mullen Fire 
burned at moderate or high severity, 
and the remaining 35% was low-se-
verity burn, or remained unburned 
within the fire perimeter. That means 
that while the fire was certainly dev-
astating in terms of property loss, 

damaging as many as 66 structures, 

according to the last update Jan. 4, 

2021, on Inciweb, certain areas in the 

burn area are already starting to re-

cover.

“We’ve been collecting vegetation 

data for the past two months, and we’ve 

seen a lot of native plants rebound,” 

Haynes said.

Regrowth in Mullen Fire 
area a welcome sight

In this photo by Medicine Bow National Forest botanist Katie Haynes, mariposa lilies, yellow paintbrush and lupines grow in the Mul-
len Fire burn area. This summer, Forest Service staff has, at times, counted up to 60 native plants growing within a 20-meter circle 
inside the burn zone. Courtesy
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