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Ancient coins may solve mystery of 1600s pirate
A handful of coins unearthed from a pick-your-

own-fruit orchard in rural Rhode Island and other 
random corners of New England may help solve 
one of the planet’s oldest cold cases.

The villain in this tale: a murderous English pi-
rate who became the world’s most-wanted crimi-
nal after plundering a ship carrying Muslim 
pilgrims home to India from Mecca, then eluded 
capture by posing as a slave trader.

“It’s a new history of a nearly perfect crime,” 
said Jim Bailey, an amateur historian and metal 
detectorist who found the first intact 17th-century 
Arabian coin in a meadow in Middletown.

That ancient coins – among the oldest ever found 
in North America – could explain how pirate Capt. 

Henry Every vanished into the wind.
On Sept. 7, 1695, the pirate ship Fancy, 

commanded by Every, ambushed 
and captured the Ganj-i-Sawai, a 
royal vessel owned by Indian em-
peror Aurangzeb, then one of the 

world’s most powerful men. Aboard 

were not only the worshipers returning from their 
pilgrimage, but tens of millions of dollars’ worth of 
gold and silver.

Historical accounts say his band tortured and 
killed the men aboard the Indian ship and raped the 
women before escaping to the Bahamas, a haven for 
pirates. But word quick-
ly spread of their crimes, 
and English King Wil-
liam III put a large boun-
ty on their heads.

Until now, historians 
only knew that Every 
eventually sailed to Ire-
land in 1696, where the 
trail went cold.  But Bai-
ley says the coins he and 
others have found are 
evidence the notorious 
pirate first made his 
way to the American 
colonies.

Oklahoma town eases woes, 
one restaurant meal at a time

In Miami, Oklahoma, restaurants 
and their customers are doing their 
part to ease pandemic heartache, one 
meal at a time.

Cafes in and around the close-knit 
town in the state’s northeastern cor-
ner have put up “receipt walls,” allow-
ing diners to pre-pay for meals and the 

needy to grab what they like, have a seat and refuel – judgment-
free, no questions asked.

The idea of providing free, pre-paid meals spread from restau-
rant to restaurant a few months ago. 

Jennifer White, a Miami native who owns the gourmet hot dog 
spot The Dawg House, transitioned from food truck to brick and 
mortar last September, a bold move in the middle of a pandemic. 
She was the first to put up a giving wall. Within eight hours, she 
had a wall full of meal receipts. So far, customers at The Dawg 
House have provided more than 600 meals.

“And we have only eight tables in our restaurant, so that says a 
lot about how amazing our community is,” White said. 
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Cheyenne Frontier 
Days ’21 will go on

By Tom Coulter
Wyoming Tribune Eagle

CHEYENNE – The Wyoming 
Legislature gave its final approv-
al Wednesday to a bill that would 
slightly alter the state’s public 
health order process, after the 
House and the Senate reached a 
compromise to not involve law-
makers in the process.

As amended and agreed upon 
by both chambers, House Bill 127 
would apply only to orders that re-
strict the movements of non-
quarantined individuals, such as 
those that close businesses 
or limit gathering sizes. 
Under the bill, such or-
ders issued at a local 
level would initially 
be limited to a lifes-
pan of no more than 
10 days, with any ex-
tension having to 
be approved by a 
corresponding 
elected body, such 
as a county commission.

During the session, the bill’s 
main sponsor, House Speaker 
Eric Barlow, R-Gillette, repeat-
edly described his proposal as 
aiming to bifurcate health-based 
decisions for people who have 
contracted a disease from politi-
cal decisions that affect a broad-
er portion of the population.

After the legislation was 
amended in the House, then the 
Senate, the biggest difference be-

tween the chambers’ propos-
als was how those orders 

would be dealt with at 
the statewide level. 
While the House’s 
initial proposal 
would only allow the 
governor, in consul-

tation with the state 
health officer, to 
extend an order be-

yond the initial 10-
day period, the Senate amended 
HB 127 to include the Legislature 
in the process, requiring lawmak-
ers to ratify any extension of a 
statewide order for longer than 60 
days.

With the two chambers in dis-
agreement, a joint conference 
committee was appointed and 

What’s next?

After the House and the Senate 
agreed to a compromise that would 
exclude any legislative oversight of 
public health orders, instead leaving 
decisions on statewide orders to the 
governor and the state health officer, 
House Bill 127 will head to Gov. Mark 
Gordon for further consideration and 
possible passage into state law.

Wyo. lawmakers 
compromise on 
health order bill

See Bill, page A2

By Niki Kottmann | Wyoming Tribune Eagle

CHEYENNE – Saddle up, rodeo fans. The 125th 
anniversary of Cheyenne Frontier Days is on.

CFD CEO Tom Hirsig began a press conference 
Wednesday with “any tears that will be shed will be 
tears of joy,” and brought Gov. Mark Gordon up on-
stage to make the official announcement.

“This is Wyoming, and we know that the show will 
go on,” he said. 

“I am really proud today to say that this is our 
chance to step up and have Cheyenne Frontier Days 
this summer. … We are monitoring our health met-
rics and looking at our hospitalizations to make sure 
that we can do this safely.”

Cheyenne Frontier Days CEO Tom Hirsig gets ready before the start of a news conference Wednesday at the Cheyenne 
Frontier Days Event Center. Hirsig, along with Wyoming Gov. Mark Gordon and Cheyenne Mayor Patrick Collins, an-
nounced that Cheyenne Frontier Days will be happening this year with extensive COVID-19 procedures and protocols 
set in place to ensure safety and health of the public. Rhianna Gelhart/For the Wyoming Tribune Eagle

See CFD, page A2


