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ROCK SPRINGS — Since 
bargain-hunting custom-
ers of all ages have felt the 
economic pinch during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, they 
are more open to shopping 
secondhand.

Broadway Bargains:
The volunteers at Broad-

way Bargains, 429 Broadway 
Street have bonded with 
those they helped throughout 
the years.

Over forty years ago, 
longtime Rock Springs res-
ident Juanita Angeli decid-
ed to start volunteering at 
Broadway Bargains. She had 
worked at Greyhound for 15 
years. Her husband, Frank 
worked for Rock Springs 
National Bank.

One weekend, Angeli was 
having a yard sale to raise 
funds for the First Congrega-
tional Church.

She said, “I wish I can have 
a yard sale every day just to 
help people in need.”

Eventually, she joined 
friends, relatives and mem-
bers of the church in open-
ing Broadway Bargains in 
a rental unit just next to 
Boschetto’s.

Soon, Broadway Bargains 
relocated to North Front 
Street in the Newberry Build-
ing. There were three or four 
other stores in the building.

Once Broadway Bargains 
started to expand, they need-
ed more volunteers.

Volunteer Shano Uhrig 
said, “it’s all about giving 
back to the community.”

For Uhrig, volunteering 
was the solution when she 
started to experience “empty 

nest syndrome.” She still 
misses her children and 
grandchildren but volunteer-
ing at Broadway Bargains 
keeps her busy.

Broadway Bargains de-
pends on donations.

“Without the communi-
ty’s support, we wouldn’t be 
here,” Volunteer Judy Howe 
revealed. “Because of our 
community, we are able to 
provide for others.

“We take pride being a 
mission store.”

According to Howe, differ-
ent situations bring custom-
ers to Broadway Bargains.

“Relocating to Rock 
Springs could be a reason 
to shop here or perhaps 
someone had just done time 
in prison and needs to start 

over – everyone has a story,” 
she explained.

Rock Springs resident, Julie 
Godfrey manages Broad-
way Bargains. She helps her 
father, Paul Legerski with 
maintenance issues, directing 
volunteers and organization.

“Ninety-five percent goes 
back to the community,” 
Godfrey said.

Broadway Bargains is a 
non-profit establishment. 
They work with several orga-
nizations such as the YWCA, 
the Justice Center, the Boys 
and Girls Club, Hospice, 
the Salvation Army and the 
Family Resource Center.

“We work toward im-
proving the lives of others,” 
Godfrey pointed out.

The Stellar Cellar:

Times are changing and so 
is the inventory at consign-
ment shops. When shoppers 
buy items from consignment 
shops, they are keeping those 
items out of landfills.

The Stellar Cellar is a 
trendy consignment shop 
in downtown Rock Springs. 
Patrons can sell and find gen-
tly-used clothing for all ages.

According to Jessica Fife, 
owner of The Stellar Cellar, 
her grandmother introduced 
her to second-hand shopping 
when she was a little girl.

“I’ve always loved thrift 
shopping,” Fife expressed. “I 
think it’s especially important 
now to shop second-hand. It’s 
environmentally friendly.

Merchant of the Month: Thrift 
stores help many in need
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Lee Howe and his wife Judy have been volunteers at Broadway Bargains for 14 years.
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ROCK SPRINGS — Lo-
cal country band Wyoming 
Raised has had quite the 
extraordinary music career 
already.

Fans, friends and family 
cheered as they recorded 
their first studio album, 
“Chasing Legends” recently 
at Sonic Ranch in El Paso, 
Texas.

Wyoming Raised was 
founded by cousins, Dakota 
Knezovich, lead singer/song-
writer/rhythm guitar player, 
and drummer Braxton 
Knezovich in 2017. Together, 
they work on the structure of 
their music.

Debi Knezovich is not only 
Dakota’s mother but she is 
also the band’s local market-
ing manager.

According to Debi, Wyo-
ming Raised started playing 
as a trio with Nick Allen. 
Soon, they added Kyan De-
bernardi as a bassist. He was 
just 15 years old while the 
rest of the band were 17.

After playing with the 
band for three years, Deber-
nardi left to go to college and 
play baseball.

Allen stopped playing with 
the band to pursue other 
dreams, as well.

“We wish them both the 
best,” Debi said.

They welcomed the newest 
members in early 2021.

Brayten Bettelyoun, a 
19-year-old Rock Springs 
native is the lead guitarist.

Austin Tavegia is the 
youngest and newest 
member of the band.

According to Debi, 
Tavegia was only fourteen 
when he started playing in 
the band.

“He brings a lot of energy 

to the stage,” she said.
With new members 

joining the band just a few 
months into 2021, Debi said, 
“it has been a fast ride to 
recording at Sonic Ranch.”

Debi’s husband Steve 
Knezovich also has co-writ-
ten several songs with his son 
Dakota.

She said, “Steve loves see-
ing the music come alive and 
assisting his son in achieving 
his dreams.”

Dakota and Braxton had 
pictured themselves record-
ing at Sonic Ranch for years.

“I think they thought 
it was a pipe dream when 
they approached me,” Debi 
chuckled. “At the time, I 
didn’t know the significance 
of getting to record at Sonic 
Ranch.

“I just jumped at it like 
it was any other recording 
studio.

“The band was shocked 
when I said I think we can 
make it happen,” she shared. 
“It will take a lot of work and 
community events to do it.”

Debi and Steve have always 
supported and believed in 
Dakota and Braxton.

“The newest members just 
added additional charisma, 
talent and stage presence,” 
she said.

She noted that the commu-
nity has been behind them 
from the beginning.

The dream started to be-
come a reality once they set 
foot on Sonic Ranch.

The employees and the 
owner of Sonic Ranch were 
very impressed with the dif-
ferent and refreshing sound 
coming from the band.

David Garza is a musician, 
songwriter and producer. He 
has done studio and live ses-
sion work for several artists.

Music Matters: Wyoming 
Raised records first album 
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SWEETWATER COUNTY — 
For many Boy Scouts, the ultimate 
goal is to eventually become an 
Eagle Scout. It’s the highest rank 
scouts can earn within he Scouts 
BSA.

However, earning the rank of 
Eagle Scout is no easy feat; it takes 
years of hard work.

There are several steps that have 
to be completed before earning the 
Eagle Scout rank, some of those 
steps include earning 21 merit 
badges, serving at least six months 
in a leadership position and being 
active in your troop for at least six 
months as a Life Scout.

Once the scout has planned and 
completed their Eagle service proj-
ect, the final step is to appear in 
front of and pass a board of review.

For two Sweetwater County 

scouts, that moment of earning 
their Eagle Scout rank arrived this 
year following the completion of 
their respective service projects 
and appearances in front of the 
board of review.

Daniel Ames said that this 
achievement has been something 
he has been working towards for 
quite some time.

“I’ve been a part of the scouts 
since I was 11,” Ames said. “So, I’m 
happy to have finally earned the 
rank.”

Ames said that he’s learned a lot 
from his years of being a member 
of the scouts.

“One of the best things becoming 
a Boy Scout teaches you are lead-
ership skills,” Ames said. “You’re 
given so many opportunities to 
step up and lead.”

Ames said that he also loves all 
of the opportunities scouts get to 
spend time outdoors.

“Between all of the fishing, 

camping trips, hiking and canoe-
ing, we get to spend a lot of time in 
the outdoors. That’s definitely one 
of my favorite parts.

For Ames’ service project, he 
chose to collect and donate food 
for the Wind River Reservation.

“We collected around 700 
pounds of food to take up to the 
reservation,” Ames said. “From the 
time I started planning it to when it 
was finished, it took about four or 
five months I’d say.”

When it comes to the inspiration 
for the project, Ames said that he 
found his inspiration from a close 
family member.

“It all happened because of my 
grandma,” Ames said. “She did a 
project like this a couple of years 
ago.”

Ames officially earned his rank 
of Eagle Scout during a ceremony 
in September.

“It was such a special day and 
something that I’ll never forget,” 

Ames said. “I was happy I got to 
have some of my friends and family 
there to celebrate with me.

“I am really thankful for all of 
the people that helped us out with 
the project and donated food for 
the cause. It was a really big project 
so they made it a lot easier to get it 
completed.”

When not participating in scout-
ing events, Ames is involved in 
other extracurricular activities.

“I really love being involved in 
Future Farmers of American (FFA) 
at school,” Ames said. “FFA gives 
me another opportunity to use my 
leadership skills.”

Ames is now one of the leaders 
among his scout troop.

Looking toward the future, 
Ames, a senior at Green River High 
School, has intentions of joining 
a branch of the military after he 
graduates.

Elijah Kropf has also been work-
ing toward this grand achievement 

for a large portion of his life
“I’ve been in the Boy Scouts 

since I was around 8 or 9,” Kropf 
said. “This is something that I 
have been looking forward to 
accomplishing for a very long 
time.”

Kropf chose to “spruce up” and 
paint over the graffiti on the Via-
duct footbridge in Green River.

Kropf, along with the other 
scouts in Troop 312, spent five 
hours scraping off and painting 
over the graffiti on the bridge.

“I also asked some of my fam-
ily members and friends to come 
out and help us with the project. 
Some of the members of my church 
helped us out, too.”

When it comes to the reasoning 
behind his choice for the service 
project, Kropf said that he wanted 
to do something that would have a 
lasting impact on the community.

Two Sweetwater County teens achieve rank of Eagle Scout 
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