
WYOMING SCHOOLS RANK 
HIGH FOR INTERNET ACCESS

Wyoming schools are way ahead of most of the na-
tion’s, at least when it comes to internet access.

According to a new study from Connect K-12, a web-
site that studies internet access in schools, 72% of Wyo-
ming’s schools have broadband capabilities of more 
than 1 megabit per student, the goal set by the Federal 
Communications Commission. That’s well ahead of the 
nation as a whole, in which just 47% of schools have 
such broadband access.

“Over many years, Wyoming’s robust educational 
network has grown an infrastructure that goes beyond 
federal standards for student connectivity,” Gov. Mark 
Gordon said in a statement.

In the past few years, broadband access has quickly 
increased across the state. In 2016, 31% of school dis-
tricts were above the FCC’s desired threshold of 1 
megabit per student, though at the time just 14% of U.S. 
school districts were there.

In five years, the number of districts in Wyoming 
with broadband capabilities has more than doubled, 
and it has tripled across the country.

Statewide public health orders 
extended two additional weeks

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues, the two re-
maining related statewide public health orders are 
being extended for two more weeks, according to the 
Wyoming Department of Health.

“While we continue to see stable case numbers and 
hospitalizations in most areas of the state, our overall 
progress seems to have plateaued,” said Dr. Alexia 
Harrist, state health officer and state epidemiologist 
with WDH. More than 175,000 people have received 
at least one vaccine dose so far in Wyoming, when 

state and special federal counts are combined.
Mask use and physical distancing requirements related to educa-

tional institutions are remaining in the statewide orders. Indoor events 
of more than 500 people may be held at 50% of venue capacity with cer-
tain face mask protocols for large indoor events.

WDH recommends the continued use of face masks in indoor public 
places and when common-sense physical distancing cannot be main-
tained among people who don’t live in the same household. The updat-
ed orders, which go into effect April 16 and will remain through April 
30, can be found online at https://tinyurl.com/wyominghealthorders.
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By Margaret Austin
Wyoming Tribune Eagle

CHEYENNE – At a busy meet-
ing Monday night, the Cheyenne 
City Council gave its vote of ap-
proval on an annexation, rezone 
and final plat for the Whitney 
Ranch subdivision, north of Dell 
Range near Whitney Road.

Homes by Guardian Vice 
President Joe Patterson said it 
was one of the “most scrutinized 
annexation processes ever,” not-
ing that the development compa-
ny has been more proactive than 
required in getting these plans 
approved by the city.

“It’s important to understand 
that we’ve been working dili-
gently with city staff and the 
other appropriate agencies and 
departments on the design and 
functionality of the plan, well in 
advance of tonight’s meeting,” 
Patterson said, noting that 

they’ve reviewed plans and de-
sign with city staff in a process 
that’s not normally done until 
after the final plat is approved.

During previous council meet-
ings, however, a number of resi-
dents who live near Homes by 
Guardian’s Thomas Heights 
subdivision voiced their con-
cerns about drainage designs 
and whether residents near 
Whitney Ranch would be  
subject to the same flooding  
they are.

To get in touch

If you have thoughts on any City 
Council initiatives, you can share 
them with your council members 
online or on the phone. Contact 
information for all members of the 
council can be found online at tinyurl.
com/contactyourcouncil.

City Council 
paves way 
for Whitney 
Ranch work

See Council, page A2

Harrist

By Tom Coulter | Wyoming Tribune Eagle

CHEYENNE – A lawsuit alleging the Wyoming 
Game and Fish Commission improperly issued a 
recent pair of complementary commissioners’ 
hunting licenses to a state outfitters association 
was filed in a Wyoming district court last week.

The lawsuit was filed in Wyoming’s Ninth Judi-
cial District Court last week by Mountain Pursuit, 
a Jackson-based nonprofit that advocates for resi-
dent hunters and conservation efforts across sev-
eral western states.

The case largely centers on the process through 
which the Wyoming Game and Fish Commission, 

the seven-member board tasked with forming 
policy for the wildlife agency, issues complimen-
tary hunting licenses to designated nonprofits, 
which then auction these licenses off at a consid-
erable price.

Each commission member receives up to eight 
licenses each year to issue to nonprofit organiza-
tions of their choice. During this year’s authoriza-
tions, two commissioners issued licenses, which 
are used to hunt big game such as elk, deer and an-
telope, to the Wyoming Outfitters and Guides As-
sociation, one of the state’s main promotional 
hunting groups.

Above: A mature bull elk and a younger elk spar. Edward Taylor/courtesy

Hunting group files suit 
against Game and Fish

See Lawsuit, page A5
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