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By JIMMY ORR

Cowboy State Daily

Although the paper votes have 
yet to be certified, it appears as 
though enough legislators have 
voted in favor of holding a spe-
cial session later this month.

Several Wyoming lawmakers 
on Thursday announced they 
had received word that a major-
ity of both Houses voted elec-
tronically for a three-day session 
designed to address President Joe 
Biden’s federal vaccine mandate.

If the paper ballots sync up 
with the electronic votes, then 
the session scheduled for Oct. 
26-28 will occur.

It was a close vote: 36 members 
of the House and 18 members of 
the Senate voted yes on the session. 
The threshold necessary to com-
mence was 30 and 16, respectively.

“What a huge moment for 
our state!”, Rep. Chuck Gray, 

R-Casper, tweeted. “I continue to 
work on bills for the session.”

“Just got notice there are 
enough unofficial electronic ‘aye’ 
votes in both houses to call a spe-
cial session,” Rep. Dan Laursen, 
R-Powell, said. “Leadership will 
wait to officially send a letter 
stating we are having a special 
session to the governor until 
enough hard copy official ballots 
are received. This is good news!”

Last month, Senate Majority 
Leader Ogden Driskill, R-Devils 
Tower, said he was 90% certain 
the special session would occur 
because President Biden’s vaccine 
mandate was an “egregious 
overreach” and it was worthy of 
“whatever expense to fight for 
Wyoming citizens’ rights.”

Bills are already being drafted 
to address the mandate, which 
stipulates that employees who 
work for companies of more than 
100 people must be vaccinated or 
receive weekly testing.

Gray said his bill would sub-
ject companies that follow the 
federal mandate and penalize an 
employee to a $500,000 fine per 
victim.

Sen. Tom James, R-Rock 
Springs, said he will introduce a 
bill that targets a “public servant” 
with fines and prison time for at-
tempting to enforce the mandate.

“This would allow us to 
prevent the feds from coming in 
and implementing any vaccine 
mandates, and it would also 
forbid any public servant from 
enforcing federal vaccine man-
dates,” James said. “I am current-
ly working on adding teeth to the 
local public servant part of this 
statute.”

Last month, Driskill said he 
was more interested in “out-of-
the-box” solutions like using 
federal COVID funds to pay 
for federal fines imposed on 
businesses that don’t follow the 
mandate.

He also said the state could 
“widen the window” for exemp-
tions to the federal law.

“There’s always been a history 
that you can’t be challenged if 
you are using a religious exemp-
tion,” he said. “You can’t chal-
lenge it.”

Other Republican leaders 
weren’t convinced that a special 
session was a good idea.

“I think there’s a legal fix in the 
courts,” Sen. Cale Case, R-Land-
er, said during a hearing earlier 
this week. “But I don’t see a way 
the Legislature can fix this.”

Rep. Landon Brown, R-Chey-
enne, was equally pessimistic.

“Our president’s mandate has 
no place in Wyoming. Unfortu-
nately, we have no clue what his 
mandate looks like under rule 
making, process and we would 
be fighting against a rule that 
doesn’t exist yet,” Brown said.

By EVE NEWMAN

even@laramieboomerang.com

After years of work, a long-awaited ex-
pansion to the Laramie Skatepark has finally 
been completed.

The 4,500-square-foot addition includes a 
bowl for advanced riders on the north side 
of the full pipe and a new terrain area for 
low-speed riders. The park was closed for 
about two months this fall for construction 
before re-opening earlier this month.

Josh Kaffer, who spearheaded the plan-
ning and fundraising for the project, said 
skaters can practice tricks on smaller 
features and then take them onto bigger and 
bigger platforms in manageable increments.

“You can learn real crazy tricks on very 
simple stuff, and you can try it on a little bit 
harder and a little bit harder until you can 
do it on something crazy big,” he said.

The addition also realizes Kaffer’s vision of 
creating spaces for riders of different abilities 
so they can use the park at the same time. The 
park’s original elements, built in 2000, were 
designed for experienced athletes but are in-
timidating for those progressing in their skills.

“Some of the original design flaws were 
that the low-speed area was in the same 
place as the high-speed area, and that makes 
beginners in conflict with more expert rid-
ers and potential mentors,” he said.

Now there are places for families and 
youth alongside older skaters.

“We need to encourage all levels of our 
community to come join us,” he said.

By WILL CARPENTER

Wyoming Tribune Eagle

The future of Wyoming’s econ-
omy may lie in an overhaul of 
its tourism industry, as well as a 
statewide move into more renew-
able energy.

That was one of the takeaways 
from an Economic Forecast Brunch 
hosted Friday by DAPCPA and 
the Greater Cheyenne Chamber of 
Commerce at the Blue Community 
Events Center. The event was de-
signed to review economic condi-
tions in Cheyenne and the rest of 
the state, and provide predictions of 
where the future of the economy lies.

“The economy that you have 
built in our community has recov-
ered better, looks better econom-

ically than many communities 
across this country, and we should 
be very, very proud of ourselves for 
doing that,” Dale Steenbergen, pres-
ident and chief executive officer of 
the Cheyenne Chamber, said in his 
introduction.

But there is still room to im-
prove, he said.

Anne Alexander, Vice Provost of 
Strategic Planning and Initiatives 
at the University of Wyoming, and 
Peter Evangelakis, Vice President 
of Economics & Consulting with 
REMI, each presented recaps of 
Wyoming’s economic infrastruc-
ture and their predictions for the 
future.

Both presentations covered the 
results of a multitude of eco-
nomic challenges brought on by 
COVID-19.

Alexander reported figures 
showing that from January 2020 
to January 2021, Wyoming’s 
mining and logging industries 
experienced the biggest setback 
due to the effects of the pandemic, 
with production dropping 27%. 
Transportation and health services 
experienced the smallest decline, 
though all industries were effected 
to some degree.

In that same timespan, Wyo-
ming’s unemployment rate rose 
from 4.4% to 5.1%. By August 
2020, the adjusted unemployment 
rate, which factors in the labor 
participation rate, reached 6.1%, 
but by August 2021, that rate had 
dropped to 4.9%.

There was also a significant 
decline in the leisure and hospi-
tality industry from May 2020 to 

July 2021, while the construction 
industry has skyrocketed.

Coal production dropped, and 
is expected to continue its decline 
in the coming years, as has the 
drilling of natural gas.

The future of Wyoming comes 
in three opportunities: renewable 
energy, agriculture, and tourism 
– the most directly important, for 
now, being tourism.

Alexander structured her pre-
sentation in roughly three phases 
to aid in Wyoming’s economic 
future.

Phase one, titled “Survive,” 
emphasizes the need for an energy 
rebound. This included switching 
Wyoming’s energy industry from 
coal, oil and natural gas to wind, 
green and blue hydrogen and car-
bon capture.

Stimulating the tourist economy 
also was a major focus of the talk.

Wyoming experienced less of a 
drop in tourism than the rest of the 
country. The issue isn’t attracting 
tourists to Wyoming, it’s retaining 
them and getting them to spend 
money in the state.

“We have millions of people 
that come to this state every year,” 
Alexander said. “They want to 
go to Yellowstone, want to go to 
Devils Tower, they want to go to 
our beautiful national forests, but 
they are also, across the board, the 
cheapest tourists on the planet.”

Another major focus of the 
presentation was the improvement 
of broadband internet connection 
across the state.

CAROL RYCZEK/FOR THE BOOMERANG

Ethan Hodgson, a maintenance employee for the Albany County Public Library, puts detail on a Halloween window decoration at the library’s 

310 S. 8th St. location in Laramie. Hodgson, who moonlights as a sign painter, created and painted the window art. Hodgson is pictured from 

inside the library.The library is featuring Halloween-themed books and videos and is decorated inside with spiderwebs and a Ghostbusters-

worthy stack of books.

Sign of the (spooky) times Skatepark 
expansion 
completed
Project honors memory 
of Robbie Ramirez

EVE NEWMAN/BOOMERANG STAFF

An inlay at the Laramie Skatepark pays tribute to 

Robbie Ramirez, who was killed in 2018. Ramirez 

helped with the skatepark expansion, which was 

completed earlier this month.
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