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By Jasmine Hall
Wyoming Tribune Eagle

CHEYENNE – While the Urban Re-
newal Authority board approved a re-
newal plan Thursday morning that 
includes the downtown Hynds Building 
and the adjacent hole, the recommen-
dation to the Cheyenne Planning Com-
mission will not reference condemning 
the area.

The decision to take out the lan-
guage was made after hearing public 
testimony from Hynds Building own-
er David Hatch and his Realtor, Jim 
Weaver. Both expressed being ada-
mantly opposed to condemnation un-
der the argument it was a blighted 
building, after learning from Mayor 
Patrick Collins that the city had in-

corporated it into its agenda last 
week.

Hatch told commissioners at the 
meeting he does support being a part of 
the downtown renewal efforts, but he 
wants to move forward with negotia-
tions to sell to the Downtown Develop-
ment Authority or other possible 

buyers. He received an offer of $2.5 mil-
lion from the DDA on March 16, and 
said he has heard no response to his 
counteroffer related to the terms of the 
agreement.

If the language previously included 
to condemn the area had been ap-
proved, his building could have faced 
eminent domain proceedings, instead 
of him being able to sell it on his own. 
But it is not the city’s final opportunity 
to acquire the property.

“We have development plans in 
place. We’ve got offers that we’re work-
ing with developers on,” Hatch said. 
“So this is backward, quite frankly. The 
Hynds right now is going forward under 
my ownership.”

By Hannah Black
Wyoming Tribune Eagle

CHEYENNE – In a filing earlier this week, the disci-
plinary arm of the Wyoming State Bar explained its 
choice of venue for the Laramie County district attor-
ney’s disciplinary hearing. The filing cited an “unprece-
dented” amount of media coverage and COVID-19 
precautions, as well as the availability or suitability of 
other local venues.

This filing responded to DA Leigh Anne Manlove’s ob-
jection to the eight-day hearing being held earlier this 
year at what she and her attorney, Stephen Melchior, 
called the “the lovely and 
luxurious” Little America 
Hotel and Resort in Chey-
enne.

The Bar’s Board of Pro-
fessional Responsibility 
has asked the Wyoming 
Supreme Court to order 
Manlove to reimburse it 
more than $91,000 for 
hearing and investigation 
costs. “The Office of Bar 
Counsel’s willingness to 
expend (State Bar) re-
sources in this way is out-
rageous, and appears 
indubitably done with full 
confidence and expecta-
tion that Manlove would 
be reimbursing the (Bar) 
in the end,” Manlove wrote.

While the BPR has recommended Manlove be dis-
barred, the state’s high court will ultimately decide how 
Manlove is disciplined – including how much money, if 
any, she is on the hook to reimburse.

BPR clerk Brandi Robinson explained in an affidavit 
how the Bar decided where the hearing would be held.

“From the time the first formal charge was filed 
against (Manlove) in mid-June 2021, the case attracted 
significant attention,” Robinson wrote. “Over time, the 
amount of press generated by the case exceeded any-
thing we have ever seen in the Bar office.”

This “unprecedented” coverage, “along with the on-
going COVID-19 pandemic, were both significant fac-
tors in seeking a large meeting space for the hearing in 
order to accommodate anticipated attendance by the 
public and the media in a safe manner as dictated by so-
cial distancing guidelines,” Robinson wrote.

After learning the planned length and dates of the 
hearing, Robinson and other Bar staff began evaluating 
possible venues.

WASHINGTON (AP) – A 
baby formula shortage in the 
United States is driving par-
ents to swap, sell and offer 
leftover supplies to each oth-
er, as President Joe Biden 
spoke with manufacturers 
and retailers Thursday about 
the plight facing families.

The president discussed 
with executives from Reck-
itt and Gerber how they 
could increase production 
and how his administration 
could help, and talked with 
leaders from Walmart and 
Target about how to restock 
shelves and address region-

al disparities in access to 
formula, the White House 
said.

“We recognize that this is 
certainly a challenge for peo-
ple across the country, some-
thing the president is very 
focused on and we’re going to 
do everything we can to cut 
red tape and take steps to in-
crease supply,” White House 
press secretary Jen Psaki 
told reporters.

The administration plans to 
monitor possible price goug-
ing and work with trading 
partners in Mexico, Chile, 
Ireland and the Netherlands 

on imports, even though 98% 
of baby formula is domesti-
cally made.

The problem is the result of 
supply chain disruptions and 
a safety recall, and has had a 
cascade of effects: Retailers 
are limiting what customers 
can buy, and doctors and 
health workers are urging 
parents to contact food banks 
or physicians’ offices, in addi-
tion to warning against wa-
tering down formula to 
stretch supplies or using on-
line DIY recipes.
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URA plan moves forward 
without condemning Hynds

The historic Harry P. Hynds Building, located on 1622 Capitol Ave. Michael Cummo/Wyoming Tribune Eagle

At a glance

While the Urban Renewal Authority Board 
approved a renewal plan Thursday morning 
which includes the downtown Hynds 
Building and the “hole,” the recommendation 
to the Planning Commission does not 
reference condemning the area. But it is not 
the last opportunity for the city to take 
action.

State Bar explains 
Manlove hearing 
venue choice

At a glance

The clerk for the Wyoming 
State Bar’s Board of 
Professional Responsibility 
explained in an affidavit filed 
earlier this week why the 
board chose Cheyenne’s Little 
America Hotel & Resort to 
host the disciplinary hearing 
of Laramie County District 
Attorney Leigh Anne Manlove 
earlier this year. Manlove has 
objected to the hearing 
having been held there due to 
high costs.

Parents swap, sell baby formula as Biden focuses on shortage
Baby formula is 
displayed on the 

shelves of a grocery 
store with a sign 

limiting purchases in 
Indianapolis, 

Tuesday. Parents 
across the U.S. are 
scrambling to find 

baby formula 
because supply 

disruptions and a 
massive safety recall 

have swept many 
leading brands off 

store shelves. 
Associated Press
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