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1800 CAPITOLAVENUE
$10 / SF

Located in the historic 1800 Capitol Building at 204
West 18th St, these offer convenient alternative to a
long term lease without high overhead. This is class A
space ready to serve your best business needs. Call for
more information. Additionally 1810 Capitol Ave is a
separate 1,450SF suite with 2 offices with reception,

conference room andwork space.
Tom Jacobson, 307-701-1111
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Biden hopes new incentives will 
increase vaccination rates A7

A HERO 
COMES HOME
Above: Local first responders and 
residents line Storey Boulevard to 
welcome a Laramie County Fire 
District 2 firefighter home 
Wednesday in north Cheyenne. The 
firefighter contracted COVID-19 
while battling a wildfire and was 
transferred to Davis Hospice Cen-
ter from Salt Lake City. Dozens of 
emergency vehicles, including two 
extended ladder fire trucks display-
ing a large American flag, saluted 
the procession of vehicles, includ-
ing the ambulance the firefighter 
traveled in. Left: Folks record a 
procession of first responders wel-
coming home a Laramie County 
Fire District 2 firefighter Wednes-
day. Photos by Michael Cummo/
Wyoming Tribune Eagle

By Kathryn Palmer | Wyoming Tribune Eagle

CHEYENNE – Wyoming had the highest percent-
age of students enrolled in fully in-person learning of 
any state this past February.

That’s according to a new monthly survey from the 
National Assessment of Educational Progress. It gave 
states the option of participating in a survey to find out 
how many fourth and eighth graders were learning ei-
ther entirely in person or through a hybrid of in-per-
son and remote instruction.

According to the survey, 80% of public schools with 
fourth or eighth grades offered hybrid or in-person 
learning in February, but not everyone signed up for 
it; 57% of fourth graders across the country and 53% of 
eighth graders were learning either in person or 

through a hybrid model.
Those figures were much higher in 

Wyoming, where 94% of fourth grad-
ers and 81% of eighth graders were 
learning completely in person (8% of 
eighth graders were doing hybrid 
learning); 4% and 6%, respectively, 
were still learning remotely.

So, what has allowed Wyoming to 
keep its schools open at such a high 

rate during a pandemic that forced almost all schools 
to transition to remote learning this time last year?

Several different factors – including social distanc-
ing, wearing masks, and strong communication be-
tween state and local school and public health officials 
– State Superintendent of Public Instruction Jillian 
Balow told the Wyoming Tribune Eagle on Wednesday.

Although Wyoming is the nation’s least-populated 
state – some school districts here have fewer than 400 
total students enrolled – Balow said the state’s low pop-
ulation density isn’t the main reason schools have 
stayed open.

Why Wyo. is 
leader in U.S. 
for in-person 
learning rate

See Learning, page A2
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PANDEMIC

Council nears final sixth-penny plan
By Margaret Austin

Wyoming Tribune Eagle

CHEYENNE – The Cheyenne City Council 
approved its list of sixth-penny sales tax pri-
orities Wednesday, including funding for 
three new fire stations, the Greenway, 
a new sports and gymnastics facility at the 
Ice and Event Center and downtown im-
provements, among other projects through-
out the city.

The list will be finalized Monday and 
presented to the Laramie County Board of 
Commissioners next week, then all five
 municipalities in the county must approve 

the ballot before it goes to voters this 
November. The city of Cheyenne’s 
sixth-penny allowance for the ballot is 
$64 million.

According to Mayor Patrick Collins, proj-
ects on this ballot will be grouped in three 
categories: public safety, infrastructure and 
community enhancements. However, the 
council is considering which projects to send 
as standalone items.

Councilman Mark Rinne added that al-
though residents in Cheyenne have consis-
tently voiced their preference for straight 
ticket ballots, the other municipalities in 
Laramie County much prefer the grouped 

ballot measures.
In looking toward those final ballot deci-

sions, Councilwoman Michelle Aldrich said, 
“If we can have those items, especially those 
that are questionable and most controver-
sial, stand alone, I think that’s the way to do 
it.”

City departments have been presenting 
their top priorities for the next ballot over 
the last few weeks, and these are the projects 
that made the cut:

Police radios and digital storage, 
$960,000

The bulk of the Cheyenne Police Depart-

ment’s funding would go toward radio up-
grades for officers and the purchase of 11 
mobile radios, with a total price tag of about 
$907,000. Most of the radios are nearing 
their 10-year lifespan now, but Motorola also 
recently announced they’ll be discontinuing 
service for the radios.

The digital storage upgrades would cost 
approximately $53,000, and would have the 
capacity to store CPD digital evidence for 
about five to seven years. Right now, CPD 
has about 22 terabytes of storage on its cur-
rent system, with only about 1.9 terabytes 
remaining.

See Council, page A2


