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By GREG JOHNSON

Managing Editor

For some, it happened lit-
erally a lifetime ago. For oth-
ers, it’s still so fresh they feel 
their emotions as strongly as 
they did two decades ago.

Saturday marked the 20th 
anniversary of the Sept. 11, 
2001, terrorist attacks, an 
unprecedented day that saw 
the United States assaulted 
on her home soil. Suicide 
attacks plowed a jumbo jet 
into the Pentagon, saw the 
passengers of Flight 93 rally 
and give their lives to prevent 
another from hitting its tar-
get, and then the impossible 
happened.

Both the towers at the 
World Trade Center col-
lapsed.

With the burning wreckage 
of two commercial jetliners 
embedded in the twin tow-
ers, it was New York City’s 
first responder community 

that rallied. And for 412 of 
them, including 343 fire-
fighters, their rescue attempts 
were their last heroic acts.

“We must always remem-
ber,” said Nancy Guarino, 
who said she felt compelled 
to attend Saturday’s 9/11 
ceremony hosted by the 
Laramie Fire Department at 
the intersection of 4th Street 
and Ivinson Avenue.

“I was working, and it was 
horrible,” Guarino said she 
recalls of the attacks. “I re-
member just being in shock 
and thinking, ‘Oh, my gosh!’ 
It was unbelievable. Life had 
just changed.”

Shift Cmdr. Michael 
Hotchkiss led the short, sim-
ple ceremony.

It would be three years be-
fore he became a firefighter, 
but he recalls watching them 
in action on 9/11 and in the 
aftermath, “and I marveled at 
the courage.”

By HANNAH BLACK

Wyoming Tribune Eagle

U.S. Rep. Liz Cheney, R-Wyo., called 
former Republican ally Harriet Hageman’s 
challenge for her seat “tragic opportunism” 
in a Friday morning call with Wyoming 
media.

Cheney said her oath to 
the Constitution was “above 
politics,” and that Hageman, 
a Cheyenne attorney, took 
a similar oath to uphold the 
rule of law as a member of 
the Wyoming State Bar.

“(Hageman) now is aban-
doning that principle, sacri-
ficing that oath, abandoning 
her duty to the people of Wyoming in order 
to pledge loyalty to Donald Trump,” Cheney 
said. “She seems to be stepping into the shoes 
of people like Rudy Giuliani and Sidney 
Powell, two attorneys who recently have been 
sanctioned by the courts for lying about the 
election. It’s really tragic to see that kind of 
opportunism, and it’s completely inconsistent 
with Wyoming values.”

Hageman was officially endorsed by 
Trump on Thursday, hours before she 
formally announced her campaign for 
Wyoming’s lone seat in the U.S. House of 
Representatives.

Cheney drew ire from many Republi-
cans when she voted to impeach former 
President Trump for his role in the Jan. 6 
attacks on the U.S. Capitol. In May, she was 
ousted from her House leadership role after 
her continued condemnation of Trump’s 
claims of widespread voter fraud in the 2020 
election.

At her Thursday campaign announce-
ment, Hageman said her break with Cheney 
came when the congresswoman called her 
to say there had been no irregularities in the 
2020 election, and that President Joe Biden 
had been fairly elected.

Cheney also commented on a Politico 
story published Friday, with the political 
news website reporting that a number of 
Trump political advisers had joined Hage-
man’s campaign, and that Hageman was 
receiving support from a super PAC chaired 
by Donald Trump Jr.

By JASMINE HALL

Wyoming Tribune Eagle

State Superintendent of 
Public Instruction Jillian Ba-
low showed her full support 
Friday morning for legisla-
tion designed to fight back 
against critical race theory in 
state schools.

She was alongside state 
Sen. Ogden Driskill, R-Devils 
Tower, and the Civic Trans-
parency Act’s creator, and 
co-sponsor Senate President 
Dan Dockstader, R-Afton. 
They stood in front of the 
state superintendent’s office 
inside the Capitol to intro-
duce and discuss the impor-
tance of their bill, which will 
be introduced during the 
2022 budget session.

They said their goal is 
to establish Wyoming as a 
leader among the states in 
keeping critical race theory 
out of classrooms, while 
ensuring full transparency of 
teachers’ curriculums.

“This bill empowers 
parents with the tools they 
need to oversee what is being 
taught in their district, and 
provides guidance to districts 
on comprehensive U.S. his-
tory and civics instruction,” 
Balow said.

By allowing parents to have 
full access to the curricu-
lum being taught before the 
school year begins, it gives 
them an opportunity to voice 
their concerns at school 
board meetings with proof 
of what they might consider 
critical race theory.

“We should not fear 
transparency,” Dockstader 
said. “And we should not fear 
parent involvement in our 
schools.”

This comes as a response 
to the recent rise, across the 
entire state, in parents active-
ly participating and fighting 
for parental rights in their 
local school districts’ Board 
of Trustees meetings. Masks 
have been the main topic of 
discussion as students enter 

the 2021-22 school year, but 
critical race theory comes in 
at a close second.

Balow said although there 
are no state laws encouraging 
this kind of curriculum, there 
are still schools in Wyoming 
teaching CRT-related topics, 
such as white oppression, sys-
temic racism, white privilege 
and Marxism.

Balow said she believes 
because there has been a 
lack of, or inadequate, state 
standards for history in Wy-
oming, it has left an opening 
for inappropriate content and 
“radical political theories” 
to creep into the classroom. 
To her, transparency in the 
school system would close 
the door.

Transparency is not the 
only goal of the bill, however. 
Curriculum requirements 
and new assessments are 
included in the draft of the 
legislation in order to com-
prehensively teach American 
and Wyoming history.

The first draft of the Civics 

Transparency Acts calls for 
school districts in Wyoming 
to publish a list of all instruc-
tional material utilized by 
K-12 public schools before 
each school year begins, as 
well as any speakers or activi-
ties that will take place. There 
will be opportunities to 
update the list on an ongoing 
basis, so long as the complete 
list is not posted later than 
July 1 following the comple-
tion of the school year. But 
the material must stay up 
for at least one year after the 
completion of the previous 
school year.

The bill also requires stu-
dents to pass an examination 
on the United States Con-

stitution and the Wyoming 
Constitution before receiving 
their high school or college 
diploma. Instruction on the 
assessment topics would be 
given for at least three years 
of grades K-8, and one year 
each at the secondary and 
college levels.

The bill also sets curricu-
lum standards for teachers 
focused on history and civics 
education, such as teaching 
the history of suffrage in 
Wyoming and the history 
of slavery and race-based 
discrimination. It specifies 
including the end of slavery 
and efforts to end discrim-
ination in accordance with 
the founding principals of the 
United States.

“We cannot stand by and 
let America’s history be 
rewritten,” Dockstader said. 
“We honor facts, we learn 
history, good and bad, and 
we recognize that Wyoming 
is the Equality State.”

Informing students about 
equality is Driskill and 

Dockstader’s intention, they 
said. Driskill said he wants 
the legislation to reinforce 
the ideal that no one race is 
inherently better or worse 
than the other, but in Ameri-
ca everyone is just as the U.S. 
Constitution says: equal.

The bill must pass a two-
thirds vote to be introduced 
after the session begins, since 
it’s a nonbudget bill, and will 
continue to develop in the 
form of new drafts over the 
upcoming months, but the 
core values will not change, 
according to the senators. 
They also said Balow was in-
strumental in developing the 
legislation, which she hopes 
will become a national model 
for other states to follow.

“The single most import-
ant topic in this bill,” Balow 
said, “is that parents, tax-
payers and board members 
are empowered. Empowered 
with more transparency and 
an expectation of account-
ability for what is taught in 
our schools in Wyoming.”

20/9+11 hindsight
Simple, emotional ceremony commemorates 9/11 anniversary

PHOTOS BY GREG JOHNSON/LARAMIE BOOMERANG

The Laramie Fire Department Honor Guard raises the United States flag in 

front of City Hall on Saturday morning during the annual 9/11 reme-

brance ceremony. The flag was raised to the top of the pole, then lowered 

to half-staff to honor the 412 first responders who died in New York City 

that day, including 343 firefighters.
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Cheney

Local first responders listen as Laramie Fire Department Chaplain 

Tim Snowburger recites a prayer to open the 9/11 remebrance cer-

emony Saturday morning in front of Laramie City Hall. More CHENEY  |  A9


