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By CAROL RYCZEK

For the Boomerang

They are the campfire stories that 
made you crawl deep into your sleep-
ing bag at night.

They’re stories shared by family 
members in hushed voices late in the 
day when the little ones were asleep.

Stories of the mysterious, the macabre.
Ghost stories.
These stories will be celebrated for 

the 20th time at Laramie’s annual 
Ghost Tours of Laramie City.

The ghost stories tour at the Wyo-
ming Territorial Prison site starts with 
a hayride and featured documented 
stories of the unusual, and sometimes 
frightening, past of Laramie.

The stories are presented by volun-
teers in period costumes as visitors 
pass through the dark stretches of the 
historical prison site.

Unlike typical haunted houses, 
the stories are rooted in history, said 
Lynette Nelson, one of the ghost tour 
organizers.

“There are stories told every year, 
based on Laramie’s early history,” 
Nelson said. “Laramie had a Wild West 
history, and not many people knew 
about the early days.”

Laramie’s early days had a strong el-
ement of lawlessness. It was positioned 
at the end of the railroad tracks, and 
mayhem poured out of the cars along 
with early settlers.

“People behaved like they wanted 
to,” Nelson said.

That behavior led to an abundance 
of stories involving untimely deaths, 
disappearing mail-order brides and 
the Bucket of Blood Saloon — the stuff 
ghost stories are made of.

“We take people back to the 1800s,” 
Nelson said. “The prison was here 
from 1872 to 1904. Laramie was here 
since 1868. Most of our stories start 
then. Back then, in Victorian times, 
there was a lot of belief in spiritualism.”

That belief was documented in 
letters, newspaper articles and oth-
er historical documents that Ghost 
Tours of Laramie City use to create an 
experience each year, explained Kristi 

Nelson, Lynette’s daughter and another 
Ghost Tours organizer.

“We don’t tell people what to be-
lieve. But some may conjecture about 
it, just as they did throughout history,” 
she said. “We present the stories and 
ask people what they have seen. ‘Do 
you believe in ghosts?’ we ask.”

By EVE NEWMAN

even@laramieboomerang.com

A year after last fall’s Mullen Fire, fisheries 
within the burn area appear healthy, Wyo-
ming Game and Fish Department biologists 
report.

Fisheries biologist Chance Kirkeeng said 
survey sites this summer included the North 
Platte River at Pickaroon as well as Muddy 
Creek, Lake Creek and various points along 
Douglas Creek.

Population estimates at each site showed 
that there hadn’t been any large die-offs 
since the fire. Biologists found all the species 
they expected find in the places they expect-
ed to find them. They also found trout in a 
variety of sizes, indicating individuals are 
growing and reproducing.

“We’re happy with what we saw this year,” 
Kirkeeng said. “It’s great that the fish are still 
there.”

Bobby Compton, the Laramie Region 
fisheries supervisor, said fisheries were in 
good condition.

“If we compare them to pre-fire surveys, 
there probably would be not a noticeable 
difference,” he said.

The Mullen Fire started Sept. 17, 2020, 
and burned more than 176,000 acres over 
five weeks until a winter storm finally 
brought a foot of snow to the Snowy Range.

The worst-case scenario for a fishery 
following a wildfire is a widespread fish 
die-off caused by ash running into a stream 
or river, suffocating the fish. Waters running 
below steep slopes in intense burn areas are 
the most vulnerable to such events because 
a large amount of ash could run directly into 
the water following a heavy rain.

“The ash suffocates the fish,” Compton 
said. “It gets in the water and they can’t take 
up the oxygen in their gills.”

By JENNIFER KOCHER

For the Wyoming Tribune Eagle

Political candidates and 
elections are increasingly 
being targeted by foreign 
and domestic adversaries, 
according to presenters at the 
virtual USC Election Cyber-
security Initiative Regional 
Workshop on Thursday.

The symposium — which 
was hosted by the Univer-
sity of Southern California 
with a regional focus on 
Montana, North and South 
Dakota, Utah and Wyoming 
— discussed the impact of 
disinformation and misin-
formation, as well as threats 
to state and federal elections. 
Cybersecurity experts of-
fered tips to candidates and 
election officials for improv-
ing election security.

Citing recent attacks 
and ransom demands on a 
growing list of businesses, 
hospitals and other insti-

tutions, Clifford Newman, 
professor and director of the 
USC Center for Computer 
System Security, said there 
are four ways that bad actors 
attempt to disrupt elections: 
voter manipulation, discour-
aging or preventing voting, 
manipulating vote tallies and 
creating distrustful out-
comes, such as with the 2020 
election.

Newman said manipu-
lating vote tallies is actually 
very hard to do, and despite 
claims to the contrary that 
outside influences had 
hacked some of the elec-
tronic voting systems, the 
Department of Justice and 
Homeland Security found no 
evidence that foreign adver-
saries had prevented voting, 
changed votes or disrupted 
the ability to tally votes or to 
transmit election results in a 
timely manner.

However, Newman 
pointed out that they did 
find evidence of “Russian, 

Chinese and Iranian govern-
ment-affiliated actors mate-
rially impacted the security 
of networks associated with 
or pertaining to U.S. political 
organizations, candidates 
and campaigns during the 
2020 federal elections.”

Despite the general 
consensus by these agencies 
that no votes were manipu-
lated through the hacking of 
electronic voting machines 
in Wyoming or elsewhere, 
many voters pushed back on 
this assertion, particularly 
in the wake of My Pillow 
CEO Mike Lindell’s 72-hour 
symposium in August that 
asserted voting machines 
were responsible for stealing 
the election from former 
President Donald Trump. 
To date, there has been no 
conclusive proof to support 
these claims, although there 
are legal challenges still 
underway in some states, 
such as Arizona and Georgia, 
while other states like Texas 

seek to tighten voting laws.
Wyoming elections are 

secure
In the Cowboy State, 

several complaints came 
into the Wyoming Secretary 
of State’s office following 
Lindell’s symposium, ques-
tioning the state’s election 
integrity and whether votes 

were flipped and requesting 
a forensic audit.

The 2020 election was 
100% fair and safe, according 
to Monique Meese, commu-
nications and policy director 
for the Wyoming Secretary 
of State’s Office. She said she 
can assure Wyoming voters 
that all votes in the state were 

counted just as they were 
cast.

“We want fair and free 
elections, and investigate all 
claims and take them very 
seriously,” she said. To this 
end, Meese said they found 
no evidence to support that 
any votes were manipulated 
or systems hacked.

Further, Meese noted that 
the state bought its new Elec-
tion Systems and Software 
(ES&S) machines in 2019, 
which do not have modems 
or any ability to connect to 
the internet.

In a release from the office 
announcing the purchase of 
the new voting equipment, 
Secretary of State Edward 
Buchanan referred to them 
as the “most secure and up-
to-date voting equipment on 
the market.

“We don’t use Dominion 
machines, and we weren’t 
hacked,” Meese said.
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Ghost Tours of Laramie City return after pandemic-related hiatus

North Platte fishery 
showing resilience 
after Mullen Fire
Surveys show populations stable
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A Wyoming Game and Fish Department employee 

holds up a trout while sampling fish populations 

in Douglas Creek this summer.

Experts offer tips for improving election security
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Albany County Clerk Jackie Gonzales puts a piece of paper into a new 

ballot box the county obtained for the 2020 election cycle.

IF YOU GO

What: Ghost Tours of Laramie City
When: Opened Friday and will 

continue Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
with tours each day at 7, 7:30, 8, 8:30 
and 9 p.m. Tours last 90 minutes.

Where: Wyoming Territorial 
Prison Historical Site, 975 Snowy 
Range Road, Laramie.

Who: Suitable for adults, teens 
and elementary school age children.

Cost: $20 for adults, $15 for 
children 12 and under.

Reservations: Can be made by 
calling 307-760-8835.
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Mario Mendez of Elizabeth, Colorado, begins to realize the terrors of the past as he imagines what it was like to be transported in a U.S. 

Marshal’s prison wagon at the Wyoming Territorial Prison Historical Site. Mendez, a WYOTech student, will participate in the annual Ghost 

Stories of Laramie City event.
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