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Two specialty firearms producers 
are expanding in northern Wyoming, 
proving the state’s manufacturing 
sector doesn’t have to rely on the 
mineral extraction industry.

This winter, after 70 years in 
California, American firearms 
manufacturer Weatherby Inc. moved its 
headquarters to Sheridan with support 
from the Wyoming Business Council.

In late March, long-range hunting 
rifles manufacturer Gunwerks broke 
ground on its new facility in Cody, 
after a decade of successful operation, 
including several years in Forward 
Cody’s light manufacturing incubator.

The Business Council has assisted 
Wyoming’s firearms industry through 
market expansion grants, technical 
assistance, recruitment and business 

expansion efforts, according to 
the WBC.

“I think the Weatherby project and 
this Gunwerks project represent a very 
strong backing by the state of Wyoming 
in the firearms industry for the state,” 
said Aaron Davidson, Gunwerks CEO.

Gunwerks
Gunwerks was founded in 2007 in 

Burlington and moved into Forward 
Cody’s light manufacturing incubator 
in 2016. Last fall, the Wyoming Business 
Council awarded the City of Cody a $6 
million grant and loan package for the 
construction of a building on a 5-acre 
site north of Big Horn Cinemas.

In five years, the project is expected 
to create 52 jobs, retain 58 jobs and 
increase payroll over $3 million.

The planned 44,396-square-foot 
building, which is scheduled for 
completion in 2020, will house the 

manufacturing of Gunwerks’ high-
precision, long-range shooting 
systems, including the rifle, optics, 
rangefinder and ammunition. It will 
also include retail and warehouse space 
and a test shooting tunnel.

“The most significant impact of this 
project is getting us the necessary space 
available to expand,” Davidson said. 
“In the past three years, in our current 
facility in Cody, we’ve been able to add 
three significant product lines. In order 
to grow those product lines, we need to 
be better able to vertically integrate our 
rifle manufacturing, and this new space 
will allow that room to grow.”

Dirt work and utility installation is 
underway, Davidson said. And while 
manufacturing in Wyoming doesn’t 
always make a lot of sense because 
of infrastructure challenges, lack of a 
sufficient labor force and the need for 

skills training, Davidson said that for 
Gunwerks, Wyoming is the place to be.

“Our business, in particular, is 
well-suited for Wyoming because 
of the culture and lifestyle that goes 
along with it,” he said. “We make guns. 
Wyoming is a conservative state, and we 
make hunting rifles. We’re a part of that 
hunting, outdoor culture. That’s been 
our secret – that we mesh so nicely with 
the prevalent lifestyle, attitudes and 
culture in Wyoming.”

Gunwerks has worked with Wyoming 
Department of Workforce Services 
training programs in the past, but this 
represents its biggest state partnership 
so far. Davidson said he is committed.

“I signed a 20-year lease to develop 
this project,” he said. “I’ve made some 
very serious commitments to being 
here in Cody for the long term.”
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