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By ABBY VANDER GRAAFF

Boomerang Writer

avandergraaff@laramieboomerang.com

Area pilots and aviation stakeholders 
voiced concerns about pricing, lack of 
experience and safety to the Laramie 
Regional Airport Joint Powers Board on 
Wednesday.

Pilots said they’re concerned that 
airport staff haven’t been sufficiently 
trained and could potentially cause 
expensive and dangerous damage to 
planes by using the wrong procedures. 
One pilot said he’s moved his plane to 
Cheyenne because of his worries.

Local pilot Chris MacGlover said 
his plane was damaged when airport 
employees moved it out of the hangar and 
failed to tie it down to protect the aircraft 
from wind. It blew into another plane, 
causing what he estimates to be between 
$15,000 and $20,000 worth of damage.

“Nobody feels bad for me because 
I’m 30 years old and have an airplane,” 
MacGlover said. “I’ve saved every pen-
ny for 15 years to get it.”

The airport admitted fault, and while 
MacGlover said he understands that ac-
cidents happen, he still hasn’t received 
any compensation from the airport’s 
insurance company.

Pilots also said problems also could 
arise from a lack of aviation experience 
with airport leadership.

“(The) airport board needs to be 
aviators,” said pilot Dave Slinger.

Board member Malea Brown has 
worked for Boeing, and member Pete 
Gosar, who also is an Albany County 
commissioner, has a background as a 
commercial pilot.

The experience of the other members 
was left unclear. When Slinger inquired 
about the aviation experience of the 
board, member Bob Southard said he 
wasn’t at the meeting to be questioned.

Pilots also said they’ve had trouble 
accessing hangars to fly or fuel their 
planes outside of normal business 
hours.

Keeping pilots locked out of hangars 
and unable to fuel their planes any time 
inhibits their ability to actually use the 
planes that they paid for, MacGlover 
said.

Elliott Arthur, owner of Laramie Avi-
ation Services — including the plane 
that was hit by MacGlover’s — said he 
would like to see the airport be more 
willing to work with small businesses 
like his.

Arthur said during his 31 years of 
aviation experience, he hasn’t seen 
many small airports make much mon-
ey, and that more collaboration with 
small businesses would be a viable way 
to bring sales tax dollars into the city.

By CARRIE HADERLIE

Wyoming Tribune Eagle

Prices are on the rise, and one nationwide 
report recently estimated that residents of 
the Cheyenne metro area experienced an in-
crease of 12.1% in the cost of living between 
2010 and 2020.

Ongoing supply challenges due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic have driven up costs 
in key consumer spending categories, ac-
cording to a report from Filterbuy looking at 
the U.S. metropolitan areas with the largest 
increases in the cost of living over the last 
decade.

The Filterbuy report relies on data from 
the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, 
which uses estimates based on the monthly 
Consumer Price Index produced by the fed-
eral government. That survey, according to 
the state’s chief economist, Wenlin Liu, does 
not include data collected from any city or 
town in Wyoming, but relies on estimations 
and model calculation for Wyoming and 
metropolitan statistical areas like Cheyenne 
or Casper.

The Economic Analysis Division for the 
State of Wyoming produces its own quarter-
ly inflation rates based on real data collected 
both regionally and statewide, but does not 
produce reports for individual counties or 
municipalities, Liu said. Laramie County 
is included in the southeast region, along 
with Albany, Carbon, Goshen, Niobrara and 
Platte counties. According to the state’s data, 
the cumulative inflation from 2010 to 2020 
was 22.2% for Wyoming and 27.2% for the 
southeast region.

“Different studies have different method-
ology,” said Amy Bittner, principal econ-
omist with the state’s Economic Analysis 
Division. “It isn’t always an apples-to-apples 
comparison.”

By EVE NEWMAN

Boomerang Writer

even@laramieboomerang.com

The Albany County School District 1 
Board of Trustees appointed Mary Alice 
Bruce to fill a vacancy on the board during a 
special meeting Wednesday evening.

Bruce is a professor 
emeritus of counselor 
education at the University 
of Wyoming, where she 
spent more than 30 years 
teaching in the College of 
Education. Prior to coming 
to Laramie, she was a 
school counselor and math 
teacher, including a stint 
as a math teacher in Kenya 
with the Peace Corps.

“Making a difference 
in the community really matters to me,” she 
said.

Bruce was one of four applicants to fill a va-
cancy on the board created by the resignation 
of Jamin Johnson. Also applying were Dan 
Bleak, Gwen Clark and Jeff Suloff. Bruce also 
was a finalist to fill a vacancy in November.

Board Chairman Janice Marshall thanked 
all four applicants and welcomed the newest 
trustee.

“Congratulations Mary Alice, and thank 
you to Jeff and Dan and Gwen for your 
interest in serving on the board,” she said.

During an interview Wednesday, Bruce 
said her 50 years of experience in public 
education and a passion for the field were 
reasons to appoint her.

“I’m a tireless worker, I’m devoted and deter-
mined and I have a lot of life experience and a 
lot of skills I think could be helpful,” she said.

By ABBY VANDER GRAAFF

Boomerang Writer

avandergraaff@laramieboomerang.com

A transient who spent 
about two hours on the roof 
of St. Matthew’s Cathedral on 
Wednesday afternoon suspect-
ed felony property destruction 
and misdemeanor use of a 
controlled substance, which 
was methamphetamine.

The man, identified as Gary 
Powers, 46, was taken to the 
hospital for an evaluation 
before being transported to 
the Albany County Detention 
Center, according to a press 
release from the Laramie Police 
Department.

Police responded to the inci-
dent after receiving a 911 call 
reporting someone was climb-
ing the outside of the church. 

Upon arrival, officers initially 
trained weapons on the man 
while commanding him to get 
down from the roof. The man 
refused despite negotiation and 
de-escalation tactics, the press 
release said.

“He didn’t want to talk to 

anybody at all,” said the Rev. 
Brian Gross, who made mul-
tiple attempts to talk to the 
man throughout the standoff. 
“There were a lot of folks try-
ing to figure out how to keep 
everybody safe. The roof was 
slanted and slick, (so we were) 

trying to keep him away from 
the edge so he didn’t fall off.”

For much of the time prior 
to deciding to come down, the 
man, who did not appear to be 
armed, did not follow the in-
structions of law enforcement 
and wrapped what appeared to 
be a rope or cable around his 
waist.

He also pushed away a ladder 
that was placed against the 
church to reach him multiple 
times. At another point, he 
threw phones off the roof that 
responders had placed there 
and smashed one of them.

Gross said he doesn’t know 
where the man came from, 
but was glad he appeared to 
get down from the roof safely 
with the aid of police and the 
Laramie Fire Department.

“I’m really pleased with the 
professionalism of all the de-
partments that showed up and 
their diligence to make sure 
everybody involved was safe, 
including the man on the roof,” 
Gross said.

Local pilots clear the air 
with airport board

Training, safety and fees among concerns brought to joint powers board

GREG JOHNSON/BOOMERANG

A group of local pilots brought their concerns about operations at the Laramie Regional Airport to the facility’s joint powers board on 

Wednesday. Among their concerns are security and staff training at the facility.

Inflation in 
Wyoming follows 
national trend

Mary Alice 
Bruce appointed 
to school board
Appointment runs through fall election

Mary Alice 
Bruce

Man who climbed church faces charges
The man stayed on roof 
of St. Matthew’s 
Cathedral for about 2 
hours Wednesday

CAROL RYCZEK/BOOMERANG

Laramie police officers talk with a man who had climbed up the outside of St. 

Matthew’s Cathedral on Wednesday afternoon. After two hours on the roof 

of the church, he was brought down and taken into custody.
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