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By Hannah Black
Wyoming Tribune Eagle

CHEYENNE – Amid a 
surge in patients hospital-
ized with COVID-19 across 
the state, Gov. Mark Gordon 
announced Tuesday that he 
had activated members of 
the Wyoming National 
Guard to assist with mostly 
non-medical tasks at hospi-
tals in the state.

About 95 soldiers and air-
men were assigned to 24 dif-
ferent medical sites in at 
least 16 Wyoming cities, with 

the goal of easing the work-
loads of hospital and Wyo-
ming Department of Health 
staff caused by a high num-
ber of COVID-19 patients, 
according to a news release.

On Sept. 8, the governor 
announced that he’d allocat-
ed $20 million for medical fa-
cilities in the state to be used 
on a discretionary basis to 
help with staffing, with an 
additional $10 million avail-
able to privately owned hos-
pitals and long-term care 
facilities for traveling medi-
cal staff through a contract 

with the Wyoming Hospital 
Association. Nonprofit and 
county-owned hospitals 
could be reimbursed for 
traveling medical staff 

through FEMA funding.
Gordon also deployed 

members of the Wyoming Na-
tional Guard to hospitals last 
November, along with re-
sources from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human 
Services and $10 million in 
federal funding for contract-
ed traveling health care pro-
fessionals. A month earlier, 
he deployed Guard members 
to assist with contact tracing.

Guard members will help 
with support duties like envi-
ronmental cleanup in hospi-
tal facilities, food services, 

COVID-19 screening and 
managing personal protec-
tive equipment supplies. 
Some may even be trained to 
administer COVID-19 tests.

“I am grateful to the mem-
bers of our Wyoming Nation-
al Guard for once again 
answering the call to provide 
assistance in our hospitals 
during this surge,” Gordon 
said in Tuesday’s release. 
“Our Guard members truly 
are Wyoming’s sword and 
shield, and their commit-
ment to our state is something 
for which every Wyoming cit-

izen can be thankful.”
As of Tuesday afternoon, 

the state health department 
reported 190 patients hospi-
talized with the virus across 
the state. Though the num-
ber is lower than Monday’s 
202 patients, it’s still higher 
than Saturday’s 170 patients.

On Sept. 8, 233 COVID-19 
patients were reported hos-
pitalized, the highest num-
ber in 2021. Wyoming 
hospitals hit their 2020 peak 
on Nov. 30, with 247 patients.

By Jasmine Hall
Wyoming Tribune Eagle

CHEYENNE – A month after 
the Laramie County Planning 
Commission voted not to recom-
mend the Bell Pasture subdivi-
sion’s second filing, county 
commissioners approved a zone 
change, permit and plat for the 
development Tuesday.

The development’s next phase 
will be located near the intersec-
tion of Interstate 25 and Horse 
Creek Road and completed with-
in the next five years. More than 
100 homes will sit on the prairie 
north of Cheyenne, with lot sizes 
ranging between 5 and 8 acres.

This kind of growth has been 
driven by increased economic 
development in the area. Al-
though a thriving economy is 
beneficial to Cheyenne and the 
county, it has led to housing 
shortages and a lack of afford-
able housing for both buyers and 
renters. Property developers 
and local government officials 
are trying to mitigate those is-
sues by building and approving 
larger, more dense subdivisions.

“We are not building as fast as 
people are wanting to move 
here,” said County Commission-
er Brian Lovett. “It’s unfortu-
nate, depending on how you look 
at it.”

But as plans similar to the Bell 
Pasture subdivision are ap-
proved by the Laramie County 
Board of Commissioners and 
Cheyenne City Council, some 

residents are pushing back. The 
county commissioners’ board-
room was packed Tuesday after-
noon with concerned 
homeowners who spoke against 
the subdivision. Many said it 
wasn’t the development they 
were afraid of, but the way in 
which it would impact their live-
lihood and the resources outside 
city limits.

They didn’t want the develop-
ment of the subdivision to end, 
but rather for commissioners to 
require the developer to build on 
10-acre lots, instead of five. 
Their argument was made based 
the need to protect coveted natu-
ral resources, such as water, 
land and wildlife.

This was addressed at the Plan-
ning Commission meeting, as 
well, but the final decision was up 
to the county commissioners. 
They listened to familiar voices 
from the previous public hearing, 
and other community members 
came forward to share their con-
cerns, as well, including Republi-
can state Sen. Lynn Hutchings.

Guard deployed to help hospitals
At a glance

Gov. Mark Gordon announced 
Tuesday the activation and 
deployment of 95 Wyoming 
National Guard soldiers and 
airmen to help with tasks at 
medical sites across the state, 
which have been overwhelmed 
by COVID-19 patients.

NORTH PORT, Fla. (AP) — 
Gabby Petito was killed by another 
person, a coroner concluded while 
also confirming that the human re-
mains found recently at a Wyo-
ming national park were those of 
the 22-year-old woman who disap-
peared months after she set out on 
a cross-country road trip with her 
boyfriend, the FBI said Tuesday.

Teton County Coroner Brent 
Blue determined Petito was a ho-
micide victim, but did not disclose 
a cause of death pending final au-

topsy results, officials said. Her 
body was found Sunday near an un-
developed camping area in remote 
northern Wyoming along the bor-
der of Grand Teton National Park.

Meanwhile, authorities contin-
ued to search a swampy Florida 
preserve area near the home of 
Petito’s boyfriend. Police in North 
Port, Florida, said investigators re-
turned Tuesday to the Carlton Re-
serve to look for Brian Laundrie, 
23. Nothing of note was found, and 
the search was expected to contin-

ue Wednesday. Investigators be-
gan searching the 24,000-acre 
(9,700-hectare) Florida nature 
preserve over the weekend, focus-
ing on the area after Laundrie’s 
parents told police he may have 
gone there.

Authorities are using helicop-
ters, drones, dogs and officers in 
all-terrain vehicles in their search 
for Laundrie. About 75% of the 
search area is underwater. 

Coroner IDs remains, says 
Petito was homicide victim

This Thursday, Sept. 16, 2021, photo, shows a Suffolk County Police Department missing person poster for Gabby Petito 
posted in Jackson, Wyo. Petito, 22, vanished while on a cross-country trip in a converted camper van with her boy-
friend. Associated Press

See National Guard, page A2

See Petito, page A2
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County officials 
OK subdivision, 
despite opposition

At a glance 

The Bell Pasture subdivision’s second 
filing, to be located near the 
intersection of Interstate 25 and 
Horse Creek Road, was approved 
Tuesday by the Laramie County Board 
of Commissioners, despite objections 
from residents in the area.

See Subdivision, page A2


