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This year’s influenza virus got an 
early start, with widespread influ-
enza activity being reported by 46 
states, including Wyoming, by the 
end of 2017. Not only has the virus 

spread more rapidly than in most 
previous years, but the virus itself is 
“aggressive” according to Dr. Mark 
Dowell, the Natrona County Health 
Officer and an infectious disease spe-
cialist at Wyoming Medical Center. 
“We’ve had several deaths in our hos-
pital from influenza,” he said, “and 
not every one of them had a chronic 
illness.”

The Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC) estimates that each year, on 

average, 5 to 20 percent of the U.S. 
population gets the flu, tens of thou-
sands are hospitalized and thou-
sands die from flu-related illness. 
This costs an estimated $10.4 billion 
a year in direct medical expenses 
and an additional $16.3 billion in lost 
earnings annually. 

Working age people with young 
children who get the flu reported an 
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Hospitality: 

‘Builders 
gonna build’ 
in Wyoming

Vaccine misses, 
virus is a bad one
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Statistics show a sharp rise in entre-
preneurship in the United States and a 
sharp decline in business deaths. That, 
coupled with a need to diversify Wyo-
ming’s economy away from the energy 
sector has Wyoming scrambling to sup-
port more entrepreneurs.

In April 2017, Gov. Matt Mead ap-
pointed leaders to address such entre-
preneurial and business diversification 
needs to a newly formed council called 
the Economically Needed Diversity 
Options for Wyoming (ENDOW) Ex-
ecutive Council.

The aim was to develop “a strategy 
to build a sustainable, diversified and 
value-added economy in Wyoming by 
2038.” The council has since set the goal 
of creating 500 startup jobs in Wyoming 
by 2022. It would reach for that bench-
mark by creating Startup: Wyoming, an 
organization funded to the tune of $5 
million every other year to provide sup-
port to entrepreneurial ventures. 

That was only one of 10 official rec-
ommendations that ENDOW submitted 
to Gov. Mead and the Wyoming State 
Legislature early this month before the 
legislative session. The largest recom-
mendation was $15 million to improve 

A guide to state’s 
entrepreneurial 
landscape in 2018
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WHY IS THIS MAN SMILING? – All hospital employees are expected to get their flu shots, which can prevent or lessen the 
severity of influenza. Here, Cheyenne Regional Medical Center employee, Mike Hosafros, is getting his flu shot from a 
CRMC Occupational Health nurse. 
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SPECIAL EVENT
Join us at the Central Economic lunch in 
Casper on Feb. 1!


