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CHEYENNE – Fifth-
generation Wyoming native 
and State Superintendent of 
Public Instruction Jillian 
Balow announced her 
resignation Thursday to take a 
similar position in Virginia.

After serving as the elected 
state superintendent for seven 
years, the Cheyenne 
Republican’s last day is this 
Sunday. She was chosen by 
Virginia Gov.-elect Glenn 
Youngkin to lead alongside the 
next assistant superintendent 
of public instruction, Elizabeth 
Schultz, at the Virginia 
Department of Education.

“Jillian and Elizabeth are 
going to be crucial in helping 
Secretary of Education Aimee 
Guidera restore excellence in 
education,” Youngkin said in a 
prepared statement. “Under 
my direction, they will get to 
work ensuring our schools 
remain safely open, ban 

critical race theory and 
political agendas from our 
classrooms, and rebuild our 
crumbling schools.”

Although it’s unclear when 
Balow will begin her work in 
Virginia, the governor-elect is 
set to be inaugurated 
Saturday. Balow said she is 
humbled and honored to join 
him in the new administration.

“Gov.-elect Youngkin made 
educational transformation the 
centerpiece of his campaign,” 
Balow said in a prepared 
statement. “There is no more 
serious time to be in K-12 
education governance than 
now, and Virginia is on the 
cutting edge of this battle for the 

future of our public schools.”
Following Balow’s 

announcement, Wyoming 
Gov. Mark Gordon thanked 
her for her service. He said he 
would officially inform the 
Wyoming Republican Party’s 
Central Committee so it can 
prepare three candidates 
within the next 15 days for him 
to consider for her 
replacement.

The governor will then have 
five days to appoint a new 
superintendent from the 
names submitted; that person 
will serve the remainder of 
Balow’s term. The post will be 
open for a four-year term in the 
November general election, 
with the primaries taking 
place in August. The filing 
period is May 12-27.

Until her position is filled, 
the Wyoming Department of 
Education’s chief policy 
officer, Kari Eakins, will serve 
as interim superintendent.

“I have enjoyed working 
alongside Superintendent 

Balow for the past seven years 
in my roles as Treasurer and 
Governor, making her the 
second-longest currently 
serving statewide elected 
officer,” Gordon said. “We will 
miss her experience and 
expertise. She has worked to 
improve our state’s education 
system, and I thank her for her 
efforts. Her service to the state 
has been exemplary, and I 
wish her well in her new role.”

Wyoming Education 
Association President Grady 
Hutcherson shared the same 
appreciation for Balow’s 
service to the state of 
Wyoming. He said he 
considered her an advocate in 
supporting rural students and 
families, and someone who 
had passion for prioritizing 
career and technical education 
opportunities. He also looked 
to the future, with new 
leadership taking office 
Monday.
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Wyoming Superintendent of 
Public Instruction Jillian Balow 
announced her resignation from 
the position to serve as the state 
superintendent under Virginia 
Governor-elect Glenn Youngkin.
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WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The Supreme Court has 
stopped a major push by the 
Biden administration to 
boost the nation’s COVID-19 
vaccination rate, a 
requirement that employees 
at large businesses get a 
vaccine or test regularly and 
wear a mask on the job. 

At the same time, the court 
is allowing the 
administration to proceed 
with a vaccine mandate for 
most health care workers in 
the U.S. The court’s orders 
Thursday came during a 
spike in coronavirus cases 
caused by the omicron 

variant.
The court’s conservative 

majority concluded the 
administration overstepped 
its authority by seeking to 
impose the Occupational 
Safety and Health 
Administration’s vaccine-or-
test rule on U.S. businesses 
with at least 100 employees. 
More than 80 million people 
would have been affected 
and OSHA had estimated 
that the rule would save 6,500 
lives and prevent 250,000 
hospitalizations over six 
months.

“OSHA has never before 
imposed such a mandate. 

Nor has Congress. Indeed, 
although Congress has 
enacted significant 
legislation addressing the 
COVID–19 pandemic, it has 
declined to enact any 
measure similar to what 
OSHA has promulgated 
here,” the conservatives 
wrote in an unsigned opinion.

In dissent, the court’s 
three liberals argued that it 
was the court that was 
overreaching by 
substituting its judgment for 
that of health experts. 
“Acting outside of its 
competence and without 
legal basis, the Court 

displaces the judgments of 
the Government officials 
given the responsibility to 
respond to workplace health 
emergencies,” Justices 
Stephen Breyer, Elena 
Kagan and Sonia Sotomayor 
wrote in a joint dissent.

President Joe Biden said 
he was “disappointed that 
the Supreme Court has 
chosen to block common-
sense life-saving 
requirements for employees 
at large businesses that were 
grounded squarely in both 
science and the law.”

By Hannah Black
Wyoming Tribune Eagle

CHEYENNE – 
Staff vaccinations 
have gone up slightly 
since Cheyenne 
Regional Medical 
Center implemented 
its requirement to 
either be vaccinated 
against COVID-19 or 
undergo weekly 
testing, hospital 
leadership said 
Thursday.

Greater than 87% of 
the medical system’s 
staff of about 2,100 people are fully 
vaccinated, CRMC President and CEO Tim 
Thornell said Thursday – an increase from the 
81% the system reported in mid-November.

In late November, Thornell made the official 
announcement to staff that employees had to 
either receive their first dose of the Moderna or 
Pfizer vaccine, or the single dose of the Johnson 
& Johnson vaccine, by Dec. 6, or submit their 
intent to be tested weekly by Dec. 5. Employees 
who went with a two-dose vaccine needed to 
receive the second dose by Jan. 4.

The medical system’s official policy 
announcement came after a federal judge 
blocked a Biden administration mandate that 
would have required virtually all health care 
workers to be vaccinated against COVID-19.

On Thursday, however, the U.S. Supreme 
Court said it would allow a federal rule to go 
into effect that requires health care workers at 
facilities receiving Medicare and Medicaid to 
be vaccinated. Thornell said CRMC would 
comply with the mandate and was waiting for 
timeline guidance from the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services.
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Supreme Court halts COVID-19 vaccine rule for U.S. businesses

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Joe Biden announced Thursday 
that the government will double to 1 billion the rapid, at-home 
COVID-19 tests to be distributed free to Americans, along with “high-
quality masks,” as he highlighted his efforts to “surge” resources to 
help the country weather the spike in coronavirus cases.

Biden also announced that starting next week 1,000 military medical 
personnel will begin deploying across the country to help 
overwhelmed medical facilities ease staff shortages due to the highly 
transmissible omicron variant. Speaking at the White House, he said 
six additional military medical teams will be deployed to Michigan, 
New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, Ohio and Rhode Island.

Biden to double free tests, 
add masks to fight omicron

See Vaccine, page A2
See Biden, page A2
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State Superintendent Balow 
resigns to serve in Virginia 

State Superintendent of Public Instruction Jillian Balow speaks about a proposed education bill alongside Sen. Ogden Driskill, R-Devils Tower, 
and Senate President Dan Dockstader, R-Afton, on Sept. 10 at the state Capitol. Balow announced Thursday that she will be leaving Wyoming 
to take a similar job in Virginia. Rhianna Gelhart/Wyoming Tribune Eagle

Registered nurse Anna Smith gives Infectious 
Disease Specialist Dr. Hoo Feng Choo a dose of the 
newly approved COVID-19 vaccine Tuesday, Dec. 
15, 2020, inside Cheyenne Regional Medical 
Center. Wyoming Tribune Eagle/file
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Close to 90% of 
employees of Cheyenne 
Regional Medical 
Center’s health system 
are fully vaccinated 
against COVID-19, its 
president and CEO said 
Thursday. Still, rising 
case numbers and high 
levels of staff 
quarantines could put a 
strain on the hospital in 
the coming weeks.

CRMC sees 
slight rise in 
vaccinations

See CRMC, page A6

See Balow resigns, page A2


