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The COVID-19 pandemic has 
caused disruption in multiple 
areas of the lives of many, and 
has extended into public school 
systems.

Through various programs, 
many schools have been able to 
offer free meals to students to 
help out families affected by the 

pandemic.
Carbon County School District 

#1 Food Service Director Tamera 
Ratcliffe said that the district has 
used the Seamless Summer Op-
tion for the 2021-22 school year to 
continue providing free breakfast 
and lunch.

“We’re still able to provide those 
free meals and we are then reim-
bursed by the USDA,” Ratcliffe 
said. “The program serves all of 
the students from kindergarten 

all the way up to 12th graders. It’s 
great because so many households 
have been affected by the pandem-
ic.”

The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s website states that, 
“Allowing school food authorities 
to participate under SSO during 
COVID–19 operations during the 
regular school year facilitates the 
safe provision of meals by elim-
inating the need to collect meal 
payments, including cash pay-

ments, at meal sites.
“This speeds up service of 

meals, thereby reducing con-
tact and potential exposure to 
COVID–19. It also facilitates 
implementation of Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
recommendations for safe school 
meal service, which include serv-
ing meals outdoors or in class-
rooms.”

By DUSTIN BLEIZEFFER

WyoFile.com

Via Wyoming News Exchange

Public utilities that add carbon capture 
technology to coal-fired power plants 
in Wyoming may increase rates by a 
maximum 2% to cover the cost, accord-
ing to rule revisions the Wyoming Public 
Service Commission adopted recently.

Utilities may also claim an exemp-
tion from the 2020 law that mandates 
adding carbon capture technologies as a 
prerequisite to retiring coal-fired power 
units. Exemptions can be claimed in the 
instance that an environmental, reliabili-
ty and economic analysis determines the 
step unfeasible.

The PSC approved the rule revisions 
as it prepares a regulatory framework 
to implement HB 200, Reliable and dis-
patchable low-carbon energy standards, 
passed in 2020. The regulatory authority 
has until the end of March to finalize its 
proposed suite of HB 200 rules.

The commission received dozens of 
public comments regarding the Chapter 
1 and Chapter 3 rule revisions, most of 
them in favor of allowing for an analy-
sis-based exemption and limited ratepay-
er liability.

“It is important for you to acknowl-
edge the failed economics of carbon 
capture throughout the nation,” ratepay-
er Sylvia Bagdonas of Laramie wrote to 
the PSC. “The public does not want the 
Wyoming Public Service Commission 
to pass on a portion of the cost of this 
expensive and unproven technology to 
Wyoming ratepayers through surcharges 
on their utility bills.”

An economic analysis should also 
include the benefits of technologies 
that add coal carbon capture and help 
prevent the early retirement of coal-fired 
power plants in Wyoming, according to 
the Wyoming Coalition of Local Gov-
ernments.

By CARRIE HADERLIE

For the Times

RAWLINS — As renewable energy is inte-
grated into the grid, developers say a project 
at Seminoe Reservoir will address energy 
storage needs in the Western United States.

“Wyoming has traditionally been an 
energy exporter, but the forms of energy 
that it has been exporting are changing,” 
said Matthew Shapiro, CEO of rPlus Hydro. 
“The tremendous wind resource is going to 
be used across more than one state, and it is 
going to be exported to Utah and the Pacific 
Northwest.

“But it needs a battery. It needs storage, 
because wind is only available when it is 
blowing, just like solar is only available when 
the sun is shining.”

rPlus Hydro is continuing work on plans 
for a 900-megawatt pumped hydro energy 
storage project at Seminoe Reservoir which, 

once complete, would provide 10 hours of 
storage capacity. The project also is aimed 
at efficient usage of transmission lines being 
built to deliver wind energy to market.

Environmental, biological and cultural 
studies on the Seminoe Pumped Storage 
Project are underway, along with technical 
engineering and design.

A draft license application will be filed 
with the Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission (FERC) in the first quarter of 2022. 
The project also requires a special permit 
from the Bureau of Reclamation and a right 
of way from the BLM, among other permits. 
rPlus Hydro hopes to secure the FERC li-
cense in 2024, with construction happening 
from 2025-2029.

“Next year is going to be a big year for the 
project,” Shapiro said, adding that Pacif-
iCorp also is reviewing an application to 
integrate energy stored into the grid.
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Plans for energy storage  
at Seminoe continue
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Seminoe Reservoir, located about 30 miles outside of Rawlins, is a popular summer recreation site for boaters 

and fishermen. The reservoir has been identified by the federal government as an ideal location for pumped 

storage of energy.

CCSD1 continues free meals during prolonged pandemic

MOLLIE LEE/FOR THE TIMES

Candi Woolner, left, and Kamie Patterson focus on counting and portions Wednesday morning in the Rawlins Elementary School kitchen. The meals are for specific 

students with dietary considerations. Staff prepares about 15 custom meals each day for students with restricted diets.
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