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By MORGAN HUGHES
Casper Star-Tribune

Via Wyoming News Exchange

CASPER — Wyoming youth have at least one thing 
in common with their parents; they are among the 
least vaccinated groups in the nation.

According to a New York Times data analysis, Wy-
oming has the nation’s fifth-lowest youth COVID-19 
vaccination rate. Just 12% of residents 12-17 years 
old here have received one shot. Just over 4% are fully 
vaccinated, according to the Wyoming Department of 
Health.

The shots are more limited for youth. Pfizer’s is the 
only vaccine approved for those under 18 years old, 
and not every Wyoming county has the infrastructure 
to store the vaccines, which require a specialty freezer 
to maintain ultra-low temperatures.

Still, most of the country vastly outpaces the Equal-
ity State when it comes to getting shots in the arms of 
both children and adults.

The national leader is Vermont, which has given 
58% of residents between 15 and 17 years old at least 
one vaccine dose. About 27% of residents in that age 
group nationwide have received at least one shot.

Wyoming Department of Health spokesperson Kim 
Deti called the state’s low vaccination rate “disappoint-
ing.”

“While we know certain individuals have a high-
er risk of severe illness from COVID-19 infections, 
anyone of any age can get ill and can pass it on to 
others who may be more vulnerable,” Deti said via 
email. “The truth is healthy children are also at risk 
for getting COVID-19 and Multisystem Inflammatory 
Syndrome in Children, a very rare but serious condi-
tion that can occur after infection with the virus that 
causes COVID-19.”

Wyoming youth 
vaccination rate 
trails nation
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ROCK SPRINGS — After 
serving five years on the Me-
morial Hospital of Sweetwater 
County Board of Trustees, 
Richard Mathey did not reapply 
for a second term.

Mathey, the board vice 
president, has said his drive to 
serve as an MHSC trustee came 
from his understanding that 
health care is a vital part of this 
community. He wanted to help 
it thrive. When a board position 
opened up, he thought it was a 
good fit.

His fellow trustees say it was 
the perfect fit.

“Richard will most defi-
nitely be missed at MHSC,” 
said Taylor Jones, president of 
the MHSC Board of Trustees. 
“Richard has been an extremely 
valuable member of the MHSC 
Board and contributed in 
countless ways. His guidance 
over the last several years helped 
put MHSC in the great position 
we are currently in and helped 
position us for the future. I wish 
Richard the best in his retire-
ment and new home in Fremont 
County.”

Trustees Barbara Sowada, 
Ed Tardoni and Marty Kelsey 
echoed those sentiments.

Mathey was presented with 
a canvas photo of the hospital 
and trustees, and a gift from 

the board during Wednesday’s 
meeting.

“It has been a privilege and 
an honor being able to work 
with Richard over the past five 
years,” said CEO Irene Rich-
ardson. “His leadership and 
commitment to the hospital 
truly helped us improve in 
many ways. His new perspective 
and vision helped to set us up 
for success in the future. He will 
be deeply missed, but I wish 
Richard and Randy the best in 
this new chapter of their lives.”

Mathey was appointed to 
the board in July 2016, serving 
as president for the first three 
years. He has since served as the 
board’s vice president. His term 
ends June 30.

He brought to the table a deep 
and extensive knowledge of gov-
ernmental, administrative and 
tax law. He also represented area 
government agencies including 
the Joint Powers Water Board, 
Sweetwater County Child 
Developmental Center and 
Sweetwater Transit Authority 
Resources.

Mathey has lived in Wyo-
ming for more than 60 years. 
He and his wife, Randy, moved 
from Laramie to Green River in 
1977. That same year, he began 
practicing law in Sweetwater 
County, opening the Mathey 

Law Office in Green River. He 
retired in 2019. They now plan 
to make their home in Fremont 
County.

Sweetwater County Com-
mission Chairman Richard 
Wendling on Tuesday thanked 
Mathey for all of his years of 
service on the hospital board 
and the many boards he has 
served on, along with the work 
he has done for the county.

The Sweetwater County 

Commission on Tuesday 
unanimously appointed Kandi 
Pendleton to a five-year term on 
the board. Several area residents 
had applied to the county to fill 
the seat. In April, the county 
commissioners voted to recom-
mend Pendleton to the board 
so she could be mentored by 
Mathey and get a head start on 
learning all she could about how 
the hospital operates.

“I’ve heard nothing but good 
things about Ms. Pendleton, the 
work she has done already and 
her attentiveness,” Commis-
sioner Jeff Smith, who is also 
the MHSC liaison, said during 
Tuesday’s commission meeting.

“I gladly welcome Kandi to 
the MHSC Board,” Jones said 
during Wednesday’s hospital 
board meeting. “Kandi brings 
great qualities, knowledge and 
leadership, and will be a true as-
set. MHSC will be a better place 
having Kandi involved.”

Pendleton, the marketing/
events manager at Sweetwater 
Events Complex, begins a five-
year term July 1. She will take 
the oath of office during the 
trustees’ July 7 meeting. A new 
slate of officers will be elected at 
that time.

For more on the MHSC 
Board of Trustees and hospital, 
go to sweetwatermemorial.com.

Richard Mathey retires from Memorial 
Hospital of Sweetwater County Board
Sweetwater County Commission appoints Kandi Pendleton to five-year term

Richard Mathey

By GREG JOHNSON
Gillette News Record

Via Wyoming News Exchange

GILLETTE — A prototype nuclear facility promises 
to bolster Wyoming’s status as the nation’s leader in 
energy production even as the state’s once-dominant 
thermal coal mines continue a prolonged meltdown.

This week’s announcement that the Cowboy State 
will be home to the state-of-the-art Natrium nuclear 
reactor demonstration project is one of the rare times 
that deserves the often-used cliché “game-changer.”

The multi-billion dollar nuclear power plant is the 
product of TerraPower, owned by Bill Gates, with 
partnerships with Rocky Mountain Power and the U.S. 
Department of Energy.

It breaks the mold of traditional nuclear plants in 
that it’s smaller, modular and designed to plug in and 
replace existing coal-fired power plants as they retire.

As part of Gov. Mark Gordon’s “all-of-the-above” 
mission in energy production, the Natrium reactor is 
a unique opportunity for Wyoming and could revolu-
tionize clean power generation for the United States for 
decades, said Rob Godby, a leading energy economist 
and interim dean of the University of Wyoming College 
of Business.

“This is a very different reactor with modern con-
trolled technologies,” he said. “If you get past energy 
source preference, nuclear has a lot of potential bene-
fits, especially with the design they’re going to build.”

Nuclear announcement 
expands state’s 
reputation as energy 
capitol of the nation
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Rockin’ Rock Springs
Concerts offered weekly during the summer in downtown Rock Springs

PHOTO COURTESY OF TRINA BRITTAIN

ROCK SPRINGS — Eagle Beak opened Rock Springs’ free Wednesday night summer concert series on June 9 . Steven Davis, left, is lead singer and 

guitarist, and Bradley Case plays the drums . Scheduled performers have volunteered to entertain music fans for tips only . Concert in the Park takes 

place at 7 p .m . each Wednesday except fair week in Bunning Park through Aug . 18 . A variety of genres will be featured including rock, country, 

polka and folk/punk/funk . See more photos on A5 and online at rocketminer .com


